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Land of tsars and vodka, we delve into the fascinating history of Russia.Russia in the Middle AgesIn the early ninth century in Russia lived Slavic tribes. At the end of the ninth century, the Vikings forged them into a Kiev-oriented nation (the Vikings first captured Novgorod in 862 and Kiev in 882). The new nation was
called Russia and over time its Viking rulers adopted native customs and language. They were assimilated into Russian society. Kievan Rus was a powerful nation and traded with the Byzantine Empire. The Russians exported slaves, honey and fur. However, after the death of the ruler Yaroslav the Wise (lived 978-1054
and rules 1019-1054) Russia was divided into a federation of principalities. Moreover, the economic importance of Russia has diminished. Since the 12th century, the center of European trade moved to Germany and Italy.Meanwhile, in 988, Prince Vladimir adopted Greek Orthodoxy. His men followed him. Then, in 1169,
Kiev was captured by the prince of the Northeast Andrei Bogolyubsky. However, he was killed in 1074, and the Russians continued to argue with each other. Then, in the middle of the 13th century, the Mongols broke into Eastern Europe. In 1237, Khan Batu, grandson of Genghis Khan, invaded Russia. He captured and
destroyed Ryazan and Moscow, and then Vladimir. Mongols or Tatars marched towards Novgorod, but in the spring they were slowed by the thaw 1238.So turned south. In 1240 they destroyed Kiev. In 1242 Batu established himself as the ruler of much of Eastern Europe, including Russia. His kingdom was called the
Hanath Golden Horde. Their capital was in Sarai.Although the Tatars first destroyed villages and villages and killed their inhabitants, let the Russian principalities take care of themselves (although they were forced to pay homage to the Tatars and supply soldiers with their army). In addition, the Tatars did not invade the
Novgorod Principality. The ruler Alexander Nevsky volunteered. In 1240 he defeated the Swedes on the Neva, and in 1242 defeated the Teutonic Knights in an ice battle (on the icy Lake Peip). However, he wisely decided to submit to the Tatars. In 1263 his son Daniel became Prince of Moscow. Daniel annexed a large
number of the surrounding area until his 1303.Su, when the policy of annexation of the territory was continued by his successors. Huge sums were taken during the reign of Dmitry Donskoy (1359-1389) and Basil (1389-1425). Moscow was becoming more and more important. In 1326, the Metropolitan moved to
Moscow.In 1368 and 1372 Lithuanians attacked Moscow, but did not capture it. Then, in 1380, Prince Dmitri defeated the Tatars in However, in 1382 the Tatars seized Moscow and burned it, although Dmitry was allowed to remain their prince. However, the Tatar yode was slowly banished when the Golden Hanat broke
down. In 1438-39 the Greek Orthodox Church temporarily joined the Catholic Church. The Russians were very offended. The union was rejected in Russia. In addition, in 1449 the Russian Church separated from the Greek Orthodox Church.The power of tartare in Russia was finally extinguished in 1480. The Tatar army
entered Russia to demand a tribute that had not been paid for four years. However, they hesitated when their Polish allies did not appear. Eventually the Tatars retreated and abandoned any tribute claims. At that time, Russia was ruled by Ivan III (1462-1505). It has significantly increased the territory of Russia. In 1471-
78 he gradually conquered Novgorod and eventually became the ruler of most of the Russian people. The last independent parts of Russia took his son Basil III. Russia in the sixteenth centuryIn the sixteenth century Russia had much more contacts with Western Europe. Many European artisans came to work in Russia.
In 1553, the British arrived in northwest Russia by sea and began to trade. In 1563, the first printing press was presented in Russia. Meanwhile, in 1533, Ivan IV, also known as Ivan the Terrible, inherited the throne from Russia.However, he was only 3 years old and he did not gain power until 1547. He was crowned king,
a word derived from the Roman Caesar. Ivan expanded Russian territory. The Golden Horde disintegrated, but Ivan fought one of his successors, the Kazan Khanate. He defeated Kazan in 1552 and subsequently conquered it. In 1554-56 Ivan conquered Astrakhan.However, in 1571 the Crimean Khan captured and set
fire to Moscow, but the following year was decisively defeated by the Russians. In 1582, Ivan conquered the Khanat of Siberia (who gave his name to Siberia). Meanwhile, Ivan turned into a tyrant. In 1565 he formed a private army called Oprichnina. They were totally loyal to him and killed all those suspected of being the
king's enemy. In 1570, Oprichniki plundered Novgorod because Ivan believed that Novgorod residents were cooperating with their enemies Poles. Oprichniks killed residents, killing thousands of people. The Moscow Metropolitan condemned Ivan's cruelty and as a result was strangled. Ivan also came up with terrible
methods of torture and murder of all who suspected that he was the enemy. Ivan even killed his own son and heir, hitting him with an iron foot. Ivan finally died in 1584. He died in 1598, leaving no heir. However, he turned the peasants into servants, taking away their right to to their backs. Russia in the 17th century Your
shun, Boris Godunov, was persuaded to take the throne of Russia. Unfortunately, Russia suffered from famine in 1601-1603. Worse, when Boris died in 1605, Russia entered a period of confusion. In 1603, a man appeared in Poland claiming to be the youngest son of Ivan the Terrible, Dmitry. In fact, Dmitri slit his throat
in 1591.However, the groom, known as False Dmitry, raised an army of Polish and Russian rebels and advanced over Moscow in 1605. Boris died comfortably and Dmitry took over Moscow, where he became king. However, his reign was short-lived. In 1606 he was replaced by Prince Vasily Shuisky. Then Russia



plunged into anarchy. There were several uprisings and order was not restored until 1613, when a man named Mikhail Romanov was appointed king Russia.In 1645 he succeeded his son Alexei, known as the most gentle. During his reign, Ukrainians, ruled by Poles, sought protection from Russia. In 1654 they formed an
alliance with Russia. The Poles went to war against Russia, but were defeated. In 1667, Russia conquered all of Ukraine east of Dnipro and Kiev and Smolensk. Meanwhile, Russian settlers moved to Siberia. The Bering Strait was opened in 1648, and at the end of the 17th century many Russians moved to the area. In
1689, the Russians signed a treaty with the Chinese, which established a border between them. Meanwhile, Alexis also made a new code of laws in 1649. The peasants lost the remnants of freedom. However, in 1670-71 Kosako named Stepan Razin led a rebellion against Russian landowners. However, his rebellion
was suppressed and he was executed. In the 17th century, Russia was also divided. Patriarch Nikon (1652-1666) decided to update the books used by the Russian Church, ensuring that they were correctly translated from the Greek originals. I was hoping to eliminate any mistakes that have been made over the years.
He also made some changes to the rites of the church. However, some Russians refused to accept these changes. They were called Old Believers and ruthlessly persecuted. Alexius was followed by his son Fyodor III (1676-1682), who in turn was followed by the great tsar Peter. Therefore, the patriarch called a meeting
of powerful Russians and proclaimed the sex of Ivan's brother, Peter the Tsar, even though he was only 9 years old. Soon after, however, Ivan's sister Sofia accepted the coup d'etat, although Peter was not completely expelled. Instead, Ivan had a co-king by his side. both children were minors, And Sofia was appointed
regent. In 1689, Sofia conspired to take the throne, but Peter's supporters staged a coup d'etat and sent him to a monastery. Peter's mother was appointed regent. Peter did not get power in Russia until 1694. When he did, he was determined to keep Russia informed. In 1696-97 he traveled to the west. While he was
gone, Sofia's supporters organized a revolt. However, the uprising was suppressed, and when Peter returned, he executed more than 1,000 people. Meanwhile, Peter began to implement his plan to modernize Russia. He built a fleet and in 1696 captured Azov from the Turks. Peter also encouraged foreign trade. He
also called for the translation of foreign books into Russian. He facilitated the construction of factories (the peasants were recruited to work for them). Peter also introduced the Julian calendar and reformed the Russian government and administration. Peter also presented a Western dress and banned Russian nobles
(boyars) from wearing beards. When the patriarch died in 1700, Peter refused to replace him. Instead, he formed a body called the Holy Synod to lead the Orthodox Rusa.La the church became subordinate to the king and was to serve him. Peter also founded a port in northwestern Russia called St. Petersburg. The new
city was built in 1703-1712. A large number of peasants, many thousands of whom died as a reason for the difficult conditions, were recruited to carry out this work. Peter also imposed large taxes on his people. Russia in the eighteenth centuryIn 1700 Peter the Great entered the war with Sweden in such a famous as the
Great Northern War. (Poland and Denmark were their allies). In 1700, the Russians were defeated on the Neva. However, in 1709 the Swedes invaded Ukraine and were defeated in battle Poltava.In 1721, the Russians and Swedes made peace. Russia got Estonia and landed around the Gulf of Finland. However, Peter
was less successful against the Turks. In 1710 he went to war with them, but in 1711 his army was defeated, and he was forced to rest. Russia was forced to return Azov.However Peter won the war against Persia in 1722-23. Peter the Great also founded the Russian Academy of Sciences in 1724. However, he died in
1725.It happened to him Catherine I. It was followed by Peter II in 1727. Then, in 1730, Anna became Empress of Russia. When she died in 1740, a little boy named Ivan VI became king, but he died in 1741. He was replaced by Empress Elizabeth. He took the throne with the help of the palace guard and ruled until his
death in 1762.During his reign, Russia fought a successful war with the Turks in 1736-39. As The Russians restored Azov. Meanwhile, Russia's first university was founded in Moscow in 1755. Peter III became king in 1762, but reigned for only a few months. He was forced to abdicate, and he was replaced by his wife.
She was known as Catherine the Great, although she liked to be seen as an enlightened despot and was written with Voltaire and Diderot, many of Catherine's subjects were poor and oppressed. In 1773, the uprising was led by a man named Emelian Pugachev. The uprising was a significant success, but was eventually
suppressed in 1774. Pugachev was brought to Moscow in an iron cage. He was decapitated and his body was cut into quarters. Later, in 1775, Catherine reformed the local government. In 1785 he gave the nobility (rich landowners) a charter (a document confirming or confirming certain rights). Meanwhile, Russia
continued to expand in the 18th century. Russia successfully fought the Turks in 1768-1774. As a result, the Russians got land in the Black Sea. In 1783, Russia took Crimea. The Turks lost even more territory after the war in 1787-1791. Meanwhile, Russia captured part of the Poland.In 1772 Russia, Prussia and Austria
helped themselves with a piece of Polish territory each. Russia and Prussia helped themselves to more Polish territory in 1793. Finally, in 1795, Russia, Prussia and Austria shared what was left of Poland among them. In the 18th century, the territory and population of Russia increased significantly. The new territory of
Russia in the south was called New Russia, and many people emigrated there. Meanwhile, the Russians settled in the east. Russian industry was also growing at this time, and foreign trade was expanding rapidly. When Catherine died in 1796, Russia was very powerful. Catherine was blanketed by her son Paul I. In
1797, he passed a law that in the future the eldest son should inherit the throne of Russia. He entered the war against France in 1798, but retired in 1800. Paul was killed in 1801.Russia in the nineteenth centuryPablo accompanied his son Alexander I (1801-1825). Alexander reformed the government. He has also
established new schools and 5 new universities in Russia. In 1805, Alexander joined the fight against Napoleon. However, the Russians were defeated, and in 1807 the king made peace. In 1808-09 Russia fought sweden. Alexander captured Finland. However, he agreed to rule Finland as a great prince rather than a
king. Finns were allowed to have their own parliamentary assembly. The war with France began again in 1812. This time Napoleon invaded Russia with a huge army. The Russians retreated despite the fact that they stood firm at the Battle of Borodino in September. In October 1812, the French Moscow, which burned
down (it is not known who started the fire). Napoleon retired in November, but most of his army died of starvation, cold and disease. In 1813, Prussia and Austria joined the fight against Napoleon. In October 1813, the French were defeated in Leipzig, and in 1814 the Allies entered Paris.Alexander died in 1825 and after
his death there was an uprising. Some Russian officials were influenced by the ideas of the French Revolution and formed a secret society. In December 1825, the Decembrists (as they were called) attempted a coup d'etat. They gathered in the Senate Square of the capital, but the troops loyal to the king opened fire and
dispersed them. Five rebels were then hanged. However, the attempt of the uprising was a precursor to what would come to Russia.After the events of December 1825, the new Tsar Nicholas I (1825-1855) was determined to eradicate any revolutionary movement. He formed the police to find the revolutionaries. All
works were strictly censored. In 1830 Poland (which was ruled by Russia) rebelled. The uprising was mercilessly suppressed. In addition, in 1849, the king intervened in the Austro-Hungarian Empire to crush the Hungarian uprising. In 1853, the Crimean War began. In the 19th century, the Ottoman Empire, which
included the Balkans, was shrinking. The Russian tsar sought to take advantage of the decline of the Turks. However, the British were dismayed that if Russia expands into South Asia, it could threaten British influence over India.The French have become involved because of a debate about who should control the holy
sites of Palestine (modern Israel), French Catholics or Orthodox Christians. The French ruler Napoleon III sought to wage a successful war, as he believed that he would increase his support in France and use the situation to create war. In July 1853, the Russians occupied what is now Romania (which was then part of
the Ottoman Empire). In addition, the Russian Navy sank several Turkish ships in the Black Sea. Turkey declared war on Russia on October 16, 1853.28 March 1854 Britain and France went to war with Russia. The war became known as the Crimean War, because most of the fighting took place there. The Russians
were soon forced to withdraw from now Romania.However Napoleon III persuaded the British to help him try to capture the Russian fort of Sevastopol, claiming that it posed a threat to the security of the entire region. The British Army was led by Lord Raglan. The French were led by Marshal Saint-Arnaud, while the
Turks Director Omar Pasha.British and French landed in Crimea on September 14, 1854. They won on the Alma River on September 20, 1854, but could not take Sevastopol.25 October 1854 the Russians attacked at the Battle of Balaklava, but were repulsed. They tried again on November 5, 1854 at Inkerman, but
were again rejected. Allies they secured during a long siege. However, the British army was unprepared and suffered terribly during the Russian winter. On January 26, 1855, the kingdom of Piedmont-Serdenya declared war on Russia. In early 1855, the king died. In June 1855, Lord Raglan also died. He was replaced by
General James Simpson.Then, in August 1855, the French won the Black. On September 8, 1855, the Allies captured Sevastopol. In March 1856, the new Tsar Alexander II made peace under the Treaty of Paris.Alexander II was a reformist king. His great achievement was the abolition of slavery in 1861. Farmers
received a part of the land from landowners. However, the landowners were compensated for their losses and farmers were forced to pay in installments. Thus, the peasants have been loaded with large payments for years. In addition, in 1864, Alexander established elected local councils called the Earths. Also in 1864,
the judicial system became independent. However, Alexander's reforms did not prevent the revolutionary movements from strengthening. In 1866, an attempt was made to assassinate the king. Another was made in 1867.In 1879 the Imperial train derailed in another attempt to kill him. Alexander was killed in March 1881
when a man named Ignacio Grinevitsky threw a grenade at him. Alexander II was replaced by Alexander III. However, revolutionary movements continued to grow during his reign (1881-1894). Meanwhile, at the end of the 19th century, Russia experienced an industrial revolution. In the 1880s, Russia remained an
agricultural society. It has lagged behind many European countries. However, in 1890 Russia began to quickly become an industrial country, and the construction of the Trans-Siberian Railway from Moscow to Vladivostok began in 1891. Construction was completed in 1905. Alexander III was succeeded by Nicholas II.
He was a weak ruler who led Russia to a disastrous war with Japan.Russia in the 20th centuryIn the late 19th century Russia increased its influence in the Pacific. However, Japan was the new power in the area. In 1898, Russia leased bases in Manchuria. Other powers demanded that Russia leave, but it ignored it
Finally, on February 9, 1904, the Japanese attacked the Russian base of Port Arthur.The Japanese won on land and at sea. Port Arthur was surrendered on January 2, 1905. In February-March 1905, the Japanese won the battle in Mukden. Then, in May 1905, the Japanese navy won a resounding victory in Tsushima.
In 1905, the Russians were forced to make a humiliating peace, the Treaty Portsmouth.La the Revolution of 1905 in Russia began when Father George Gapon led a peaceful procession on Sunday, January 22, 1905. The protesters wanted a pay rise and a 10-hour working day. They marched through St. Petersburg to
the Winter Palace. However, the palace guard opened fire, killing hundreds of people. After Bloody Sunday on the part of the peasants there were riots, and Russia was hit by a wave of strikes. There were also riots in the army and navy. Finally, in October 1905, Russia was paralyzed by a general strike. Nicholas II was
forced to surrender and agreed to form a representative assembly called Duma.However, Nicholas was not going to give up his position as a autocrat (the only ruler). Four councils were held, but each had less power than the previous one. By 1917, the Russian people were disappointed and wanted to support another
revolution. The rise of Marxism in Russia was an ominous event. The Marxist Party was founded in Russia in 1898. At one meeting in 1903 it was divided into two groups. Bolsheviks (from the Russian word majority) and Mensheviks (from the word minority). However, the Bolsheviks were not a majority within the party,
but only a majority at a particular meeting. Then, in 1914, the World War began. In September 1914, the Russian army was brutally defeated in Tannenberg. Russia never recovered. In March 1915, the tsar took command of the Russian army (so he could be personally responsible for his failures). Russia continued to
suffer terrible losses, and the country bled to death. The tsarist regime was also discredited by its association with Georgi Rasputin in 1872-1916. Presumably, he was a holy man who came to St. Petersburg in 1903. People thought Rasputin had the power to cure the disease. Since 1905, under his influence was the wife
of Tsar Alexander. She believed he could cure her son Alexi, who was haemophilic. (Rasputin may have used hypnosis to calm the baby and stop him bleeding.) However, Rasputin was an outrageous figure known for his drinking and outrageous behavior. He was eventually killed in December 1916. Meanwhile, there is
an acute shortage on the domestic front. In the in 1917, the lack of bread in Petrograd (as st. Petersburg was renamed) led to riots. This time the troublemakers were joined by the soldiers of the city. The tsarist regime quickly collapsed. Nicholas abdicated. The provisional government, which was introduced by the State
Duma deputies, then ruled Russia. The prime minister was a moderate socialist named Alexander Kerensky. However, in April 1917, the Germans helped Bolshevik leader Lenin (Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov 1870-1924) return from exile. In July, some Bolsheviks led a premature rise called July Days. The Provisional
Government claimed that Lenin was a German agent and released documents that were supposed to prove it. The ascent fades, and Lenin flees to Finland. However, he soon returned to Russia after easily refuting the government's allegations. The Provisional Government lost support for not ending the war that cost so
many lives and for not enacting social reforms. Many Russians were looking forward to peace and radical reforms. Lenin addressed them with his slogan Peace! Bread! Earth! The Bolsheviks had great support among the Petrograd soldiers. On November 6, 1917, the Bolsheviks led them to the uprising in Petrograd.
They confiscated key buildings. On November 7, 1917, they took the Winter Palace and arrested most of the interim government (Kerensky fled and fled abroad). The Bolsheviks quickly captured central Russia. Prior to its fall, the Provisional Government had organized elections for a representative assembly. The
Bolsheviks let go of the elections. However, they received only 168 seats out of a total of 703 in the assembly. When it became clear that the new assembly did not support them, the Bolsheviks would close it by force. Moreover, the Communists had to wage Rusia.La civil war before controlling all Rusia.La between the
Reds and Whites lasted until 1921 and devastated Russia. Worse, in 1921-1922 russia had a severe famine, which resulted in the death of many people. Meanwhile, the king and his family were killed in 1918. They weren't the only ones. The Communist Secret Police of Cheka killed tens of thousands of people. During
the civil war, the Communists simply put the peasants out when they needed it. The sharp policy of the communists caused unrest. In 1921, there were strikes and riots in Petrograd at the Kronstadt naval base, which was forced by force. However, Lenin made a strategic retreat. He announced his new economic policy.
Farmers were allowed to grow food and sell them at a profit. In cities free enterprise. The Communists retained control only over the dominant heights of industry (most importantly). The new economic policy has helped Russia recover from the devastation caused by the civil war. However, the time for Lenin is running
out. In 1922 he survived the first of a series of revivals and died in January 1924. After Lenin's death, Stalin took power with a cunning and twisted Stalin (Joseph Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili 1879-1953). By 1928, he had become a dictator. His main enemy, Leo Trotsky (Lev Davidovich Bronstein 1879-1940) was exiled
in 1929. In 1940, he was killed in Mexico. Stalin soon turned out to be an evil tyrant who killed millions of people. In 1929, he completed a new economic policy and replaced it with a series of five-year plans. Heavy industry will expand significantly. In rural areas, peasants were forced to join collective farms. Many
peasants bitterly resisted this policy. Therefore the UGPU (the new name of the secret police after 1923) and the Red Army were used to force them. Stalin was determined to crush the Ukrainian peasants and caused a terrible famine in 1932-33, which claimed the lives of millions of innocent people. In 1932, collective
farms were allocated completely unrealistic quotas. Soviet law ruled that farmers would not be allowed to keep grain until they met their quotas. Of course, they could not meet with them, so the Soviet officers simply confiscated all the grain they wanted, leaving the peasants hungry. It is unclear how many people died as
a result of this famine, but it was probably about 7 million. In 1934, Stalin began a series of cleansing in which millions of people died. Cleansing are known as the Great Terror. They started when Sergey Kirov was killed. He was probably killed on Stalin's orders.However Stalin used it as an excuse to eliminate his
enemies (or those who thought he might be the enemy). Many prominent communists were tested and executed. Millions of ordinary people have been sent to labour camps and forced to work in appalling conditions. In 1937-38 Stalin cleared the officers of the Red Army. Approximately 80% of the generals and 50% of
the colonels were executed. Thus, the Red Army weakened just as Russia faced a threat from Nazi Germany. In addition, in the 1930s, under Stalin, churches were persecuted. Thousands of clerics were arrested and propaganda in favour of atheism was widespread. Despite Stalin's terrible crimes, Russian industry
grew 1929-1941.In 1939, Stalin concluded a non-aggression pact with Hitler. In 1939 they divided Poland. Stalin then demanded that Finland grant him territory that he hoped would facilitate the protection of Russia. When the Finns refused, Stalin went to war. The Russians attacked Finland on November 30 1939.Al, the
Finns successfully resisted, but the superiority of the Russians eventually surpassed them. The Finns surrendered in March 1940. In 1940, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania remained independent. However, in the summer the Red Army entered them and was absorbed by the Soviet Union.Despite the non-aggression pact of
1939, the Germans invaded Russia in June 1941. Stalin was styst, and the Russians suffered great losses. Finland, Romania and Hungary helped the Germans. However, the Russians received substantial material assistance from the Uk and the United States. At first, the Germans quickly moved forward and captured a
large number of Russians (most of the prisoners did not survive the war). However, the pace of Germany's progress slowed and by the beginning of December was exhausted. The Germans did not occupy Moscow and on December 5, 1941, the Russians counterattacked. They made some progress in early 1942, but in
the summer the Germans returned to the offensive. German troops advanced to the Caucasus. Others tried to capture Stalingrad. The battle for the city has been fought since August. In November, the Russians counterattacked and surrounded the Germans. Most German troops surrendered on January 31. The others
surrendered on February 2. Meanwhile, the Germans retreated from the Caucasus.Germans and Russians fought a large tank battle in Kursk in July 1943. The result was a resounding Russian victory. After that, the Red Army moved quickly. In November 1943, they liberated Kiev. In early 1944, the Red Army entered
the Baltics on June States.In they launched a massive offensive in Central Europe. Romania surrendered on August 23, 1944. Although Bulgaria was not officially at war with Russia, it helped the Germans. That's why in September Russia declared war and occupied Bulgaria. Finland surrendered in September 1944.In
1945 the Russians advanced through Poland. In April, they entered Berlin. World War II ended on May 8, 1945. The Great Patriotic War, as it was called in Russia, caused terrible suffering to the Russian people. Millions of them died. When Germany surrendered, the Red Army remained at the head of Eastern Europe.
Therefore, Stalin established puppet regimes in every country. Stalin also suppressed People. He died in March 1953. After Stalin's death, life in Russia relaxed a little. However, Russia was still ruled by a totalitarian regime. Religious believers continue to be persecuted. So are dissidents (intellectuals who disagree with
communism). However, the terrible purges are over. (Although Beria, Stalin's secret police chief, was deservedly executed in 1953 after planning a coup d'etat). At first it was not clear who would replace Stalin. However, in 1956, Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971) became the new ruler of Russia. In February 1956,
Khrushchev made a secret address to the 20th Party Congress, in which he condemned Stalin's terror (the speech was soon published abroad, but was not published in Russia until 1989). In addition to the limited weakening of Stalinism, Russia has made some economic progress. In the late 1950s, the diet of the
Russian people was much better than at the beginning of the 20th century. In the 1960s and early 1970s, Russia became a somewhat prosperous society, and goods such as televisions and refrigerators became quite common. However, there is often a shortage of basic items such as meat and soap. Communism could
not give people a reasonable standard of living. It also caused great pollution and destruction of the environment. However, the Soviet Union achieved two triumphs. In 1957, the world's first artificial satellite, Sputnik, was launched. On April 12, 1961, Yuri Gagarin became the first person to travel in space. Khrushchev
also promoted the policy of peaceful coexistence with the West.He was sure that the economic superiority of communism would lead to his victory over capitalism (Krushchev made some very optimistic and unrealistic predictions about the future, so he was accused of absurd optimism). Khrushchev was overthrown while
vacationing on the Black Sea in October 1964 and was replaced by Leonid Brezhnev (1906-1982). During Brezhnev's rule, the Soviet economy stagnated and a large amount of resources were spent in the armed forces. Brezhnev also sent Soviet troops to the occupation of Afghanistan in December 1979 and dragged
Russia into a long and destructive war. In addition, in the 1970s, the economic growth of the USSR slowed down, and in 1980 it completely stopped. The Russian people depended on grains imported from the West. When he died in 1982, Brezhnev was replaced by Yuri Andropov, who died in February 1984. In turn, he
was replaced by Konstantin Chernenko, who died in March 1985.Mikhail Gorbachev then became Russia. In 1986, an explosion occurred at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine. The resulting radiation had disastrous consequences for the Soviet economy, which was already struggling. In 1987, Gorbachev
softened censorship and introduced what he called publicity. He also introduced a policy called reconstruction. However, the wasteful and inefficient communist economic system has not been radically altered. In 1989, events began to develop rapidly. First, the Russian army withdrew from Afghanistan. Secondly,
communism collapsed in Europe.In, and nationalism grew, especially in the Baltic states. Finally, in March 1990, Lithuania declared itself independent. Gorbachev refused to recognize this step, but could not take the Lithuanians to the bench. Meanwhile, riots broke out in other Soviet republics. On 18 August 1991, a
group of conservatives attempted a coup d'etat. Gorbachev was arrested in Crimea.However, the Russian people led by Boris Yeltsin protested, and on August 21 the coup collapsed. Gorbachev was released. However, the coup attempt triggered the collapse of communism and the collapse of the Soviet state Union.In
December 1991, it ceased to exist and Russia again became an independent country. Gorbachev resigned on December 25, 1991. The collapse of communism meant a period of hardship for the Russian people. In the 1990s there was a painful transition to capitalism. Russia in the 21st century, however, after 2000, the
Russian economy grew strongly (about 7% per year), and poverty decreased. Russia suffered greatly during the 2009 recession.However, Russia soon recovered. Today, Russia is becoming more prosperous. Russia joined the World Trade Organization in 2012. Today, Russia has a population of 142 million people. �
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