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Beware of False Prophets: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in 

sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves” (Matt. 7:15). Deceit has 

its strength in masquerading as the truth. False prophets speak a vision of 

their own heart, not from the mouth of the Lord (Jer. 23:16–29). They deny 

the judgment of the Lord, speaking peace to the unrepentant, when in truth 

there is condemnation and wrath. “You will recognize them by their fruits” 

(Matt. 7:20). The “fruits” of a true prophet are not outward righteousness or 

success but faithfulness in proclaiming the Word of the Lord. This is the 

will of the Father in heaven, that pastors take heed to the flock, the Father’s 

adopted ones (Rom. 8:12–17), warning them against the wolves and their 

lies, and shepherding the Church of God which He purchased with His own 

blood (Acts 20:27–38). For indeed, the cross is that good tree bearing good 

fruit—namely, the body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION for our Guests and Visitors 

Today the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is given for us Christians to 

eat and to drink. At St. Paul this Sacrament is given to those baptized 

Christians who have been examined and absolved and publicly confess the 

faith professed at this altar. All guests who are members of sister 

congregations of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and desire to receive 

the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to speak with the Pastor prior to 

communing.   

 

 

DIVINE SERVICE  

Processional Hymn      Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide  585 

Confession and Absolution   page 184-185 

Service of the Word 

Introit                     Ps. 48:1, 3, 11, 14; antiphon: Ps. 48:9–10 

 
We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 

in the midst of your | temple. 

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the  

ends | of the earth.* 

Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 

Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised* 

in the city of our God, His holy | mountain. 



Within her | citadels* 

God has made himself known as a | fortress. 

Let Mount Zion | be glad!* 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of  

your | judgments! 

This is God, our God forever and | ever.* 

He will guide us for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 

in the midst of your | temple. 

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the  

ends | of the earth.* 

Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 

 

Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis page 186-189 

Salutation and Collect of the Day page 189 

Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are right, 

that we, who cannot do anything that is good without You, may be enabled by 

You to live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who 

prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their 

own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. They say continually to those 

who despise the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to 

everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall 

come upon you.’” For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord 

to see and to hear his word, or who has paid attention to his word and 

listened? Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling 

tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord 

will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of his 

heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. “I did not send the 

prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. But if 

they had stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to 

my people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from 

the evil of their deeds. “Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a 

God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see 

him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord. I 



have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 

saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How long shall there be lies in 

the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of 

their own heart, who think to make my people forget my name by their 

dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for 

Baal? Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has 

my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? 

declares the Lord.  Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a 

hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Ps. 31:2b, 1a 

Be a rock of ref- | uge for me,* 

a strong fortress to | save me! 

In you, O LORD, do I take | refuge;* 

let me never be | put to shame. 

Second Reading Acts 20:27–38 

For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Pay 

careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained 

with his own blood. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come 

in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will 

arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or 

day to admonish everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and 

to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or 

gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my 

necessities and to those who were with me. In all things I have shown you 

that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’” And when he had said these things, he knelt down and 

prayed with them all. And there was much weeping on the part of all; they 

embraced Paul and kissed him, being sorrowful most of all because of the 

word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they 

accompanied him to the ship. 
A This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 



The Alleluia & Verse   page 190 

Give ear, O my people, to my | teaching; * 

incline your ears to the words | of my mouth! 

                                      Alleluias repeated   Ps. 78:1 

Holy Gospel Reading Matthew 7:15–23 
P 
C 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 7th chapter. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

Jesus said: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing 

but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. 

Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? So, every 

healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy 

tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you 

will recognize them by their fruits. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 

do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I 

never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  

 

Nicene Creed page 191 

Hymn of the Day   In God, My Faithful God  745                     

Sermon 

Offertory   page 192-193 

Prayer of the Church   

Service of the Sacrament  

Preface – Sanctus – Lord’s Prayer page 194-196 

The Words of Our Lord - Pax Domini - Agnus Dei page 197-198 

Sit. Prayers to be offered before and after receiving the Sacrament may be 

found on the inside of the front cover of the hymnal. 

Distribution Hymns:  

Wide Open Stand the Gates   639 

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray   663 

Nunc Dimittis - Benediction page 199-202 

Recessional Hymn Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word   655  
 



Announcements for Trinity 8 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s… 

Sun.  Divine Services – 7:45/10:00  

  Bible Class – 9:00 am 

  Sunday School – 9:00 am  

Pastor Ball Vacation July 26-Aug 6  

 

 

 

Wed. No Bible Class  

Fri. Pastor Gleason’s Day Off 

  Vicar Campbell’s Day Off 

Sat. Confession – 5:00 pm   

  Divine Service – 6:00 pm

Pastor Ball Away until August 6th – Pastor Ball will be attending a Pastoral 

Conference in Wisconsin from this afternoon until Wednesday, and then 

will be joining the family in Michigan at his mother's house, returning to 

Hamel on August 6th.  If there are pastoral care needs, do not hesitate to 

contact Pastors Gleason or Weedon. 

 

Office Closed – Joanie will be on vacation until August 4. 

 

Bible Class/Sunday School meets in the Church Basement at 9:00am – If 

you haven't been back to Bible Class/Sunday School yet, come to the 

Church Basement at 9:00am.  Today we are studying the 5th 

Commandment.  It is a class for all ages. 

 

School Workday - August 7th, 8:00am – Many hands make for light work, 

and your school needs many hands on August 7th at 8:00am to prepare for 

the upcoming school year.  We will be doing some moving around of 

classrooms, desks, books and so forth. School parents are especially 

encouraged to be there, and all members who can lend a hand.  There will 

be a list of projects to get done, all supplies will be ready and 

provided.  Your hands and a willingness to serve is all you need to 

bring.  We should be done by noon.  Come to the school building at 8:00am 

that day and the work will be waiting. 

 

Adult Handbell Choir – resumes rehearsals on Tuesday, August 3 at 

7:00pm!  Please email Kantor Muth at jmuth@stpaulhamel.org or call 

713-806-3575 with any questions. 

 

Adult Choir – resumes rehearsals on Thursday, August 5 at 7:00pm!  

Please email Kantor Muth at jmuth@stpaulhamel.org or call 713-806-3575 

with any questions. 

 

 

mailto:jmuth@stpaulhamel.org
mailto:jmuth@stpaulhamel.org


A New Church Directory – Please come to get your photo taken for the new 

church directory! Meaghan Weedon will be taking photos in the parking 

lot/playground area behind the church Saturday, July 31st after the 

6:00pm service and has added Sunday, August 15th during Bible Class 

hour 9-10am and after the late service until 11:45am.   Just come to that 

area on one of those dates and she will take your picture.  Forms will also 

be available to update your contact information to be included in 

the directory.  We can't wait to see all your smiling St. Paul faces!   

 

Church Picnic August 15th – Remember our next church picnic on August 

15 after late service.  We’ll also celebrate our new school principal, Joe 

Gerth. Bring a side or dessert for potluck, your drinks, chairs or blankets. 

Food will be in the gym, and we’ll eat outside, weather permitting.  To 

RSVP for planning purposes, use the emailed form or signup on a hard copy 

in the narthex.  Hope to see you there! 
  
165th Church Anniversary Celebration September 12th – We will be 

celebrating St. Paul Lutheran Church’s 165th anniversary on September 

12.  LCMS President Matthew Harrison will be our guest preacher, and 

following the 10am service we will enjoy a church picnic.  A fun afternoon 

is being planned: a noon potluck, inflatables and games. Everyone is 

welcome!  Watch for more details and mark your calendars.  Looking 

forward to seeing everyone!  The Board of Christian Life  
 

Oktoberfest Save the Date – The Waterloo German Band will be back to 

play at Oktoberfest on Friday, Sept 24! More details to follow soon, but 

make plans now to join us for a fun night of German food, drinks, music and 

great auction items at the SPLS Oktoberfest. We are now accepting event 

sponsors and donations. Contact Beth Schwarz 618-593-5683 or Heather 

Reiseck 618-531-7899 if you would like to be an event sponsor or have 

items or services to donate. We can’t wait to see you all on Sept 24! 

Food Pantry – During the month of June the pantry was able to serve 30 

families.  This represents 55 adults and 25 children with no new 

families.  At present the pantry could use coffee, lemonade, tea, tuna, 

shampoo, laundry and dish detergent, mixed vegetables, peas, bar soap, 

corn, instant potatoes, and tomatoes.  If you have extra produce from your 

garden, the pantry is very willing to accept it.  Thank you for all your 

support! 

Education & Edification – Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast 

produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS 

Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week’s topics include: Envy, Lutheran Composer 



Johann Sebastian Bach, 16th Century Lutheran Martyr Robert Barnes, Old 

Testament Prophet Isaiah and more.  You can tune in live weekdays 

from 3-5 p.m. on KFUO, 850 AM in St. Louis.  You can also listen at your 

convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast 

provider. 

Romans 8:16 – “The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we 

are children of God.” Children are called to grow up into the image of their 

Father. That’s the basis not only of our generosity but of our entire life of 

Christian living. God sets the pattern, and we follow. God is kind to us in 

Christ, and so we desire to be kind. God is loving to us in Christ, and so we 

desire to love. God is generous and open-handed to us in Christ, and so we 

desire to be generous and open-handed. 
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Serving this Weekend – The 8th Sunday after Trinity (July 24/25, 2021) 

6:00pm – Celebrant – Pastor Ball 

          Assisting – Pastor Gleason and Vicar Campbell 

  Elder – Mike Schwarz 

  Organist – Audrey Daenzer 

  Acolyte – Thomas Liston 

  Cantor – JW Case 

7:45am – Celebrant – Pastor Ball  

          Assisting – Pastor Gleason and Vicar Campbell 

          Elder – Marc Behrhorst 

          Organist – Audrey Daenzer  

          Acolyte – Ganyn Krausz 

          Cantor – Cervi Family  

10:00am – Celebrant – Pastor Ball 

            Assisting – Pastor Gleason and Vicar Campbell 

            Elder – Zach Schnare 

            Organist – Audrey Daenzer  

            Acolyte – Mathias Askins 

            Cantor – Askins Family  

 

Serving next Weekend – The 9th Sunday after Trinity (July 31/Aug. 1) 

6:00pm – Celebrant – Pastor Gleason 

          Assisting – Pastor Heller and Vicar Campbell 

  Elder – John Meinzen 

  Organist – Kantor Janet Muth 

  Acolyte – Austin Imhoff 

  Cantor – Raven Stipcak 

7:45am – Celebrant – Pastor Gleason  

          Assisting – Pastor Weedon and Vicar Campbell 

          Elder – Scott Wagner 

          Organist – Kantor Janet Muth 

          Acolyte – Wyatt Goeckner 

          Cantor – Cindy Gleason 

10:00am – Celebrant – Pastor Gleason 

            Assisting – Pastor Askins and Vicar Campbell 

            Elder – Kelly Krausz 

            Organist – Kantor Janet Muth  

            Acolyte – Ryker Miller 

            Cantor – Cindy Gleason 

 

 

 



Next Weekend – The 9th Sunday after Trinity (July 31/August 1, 2021) 

Old Testament: 2 Samuel 22:26-34  

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:6-13  

Holy Gospel: St. Luke 16:1-9  

Hymns: 714, 730, 628, 743, 726 
 

IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

• For the spread of the Holy Gospel 

• For the Holy Church throughout the World, For our Synod 

• For our country, that we might be at peace and live in harmony 

• For our families as we seek to live together in holy love and peace 

• For those who live alone 

• For all doctors, nurses and medical personnel 

• For first responders in our communities 

• For the sick, the suffering, the dying of Covid-19 

 

Healing and Comfort for: THE FAMILY OF CATHY TROWER, sister of 

Millie Ernst, who died in Christ this past week; KEN MOEHLE, cancer 

treatments; DELMAR ALTEVOGT, hospitalized at St. Elizabeth’s in 

Belleville; PR. GLEASON, health concerns; TOM MARTIN, health issues; 

BEVERLY STIPCAK, mother of Brian, recovering from hip surgery; 

KATIE SCHWARZ, recovering from thyroid cancer surgery; CONNIE 

MADORIN, tendon surgery rehab; TINA SAWALL, niece of Lou and Pat 

Hellmann, treatments for cancer; PEGGY SACHTLABEN, wife of Pr. 

Meinzen, recovering from surgery for broken leg/ankle; JEFF HEEPKE, 

friend of Matt Bowers, undergoing treatment for cancer and his family’s 

comfort; PR. MARK DREWS, former St. Paul Vicar, return of Lymphoma; 

MIKE PASHIA, friend of Larry Madorin, cancer; CHRISTIAN 

CORTRIGHT, Kendall's nephew, brain tumor; DOROTHY BRAASCH, 

mother of Dave, declining health & back pain; DORENE LANE, friend of 

Dave DeVries, spiritual and health issues; STEVE SCHWEIZER, brother 

of Julie Johnson, cancer diagnosis;; EMILY KIEHL, niece of Cindy 

Gleason, vision problems; KIM TOBIN, niece of Dave DeVries, drug 

issues; TOMIKO JUEDEMANN, mother of Linda Behrhorst, cancer 

treatments; DALE GROTEFENDT, friend of Paula Kipp, hospice care; 

KAY GROTEFENDT, friend of Paula Kipp, cancer free, recovering from 

surgery & treatments; THOMAS SEXTON, grandchild of Keith and Judy 

(Sievers) Loemker, health issues; TINA THORLEY, former St. Paul 

member and student, health issues; STRENGTH FOR ALL PREGNANT 

MOTHERS  



Two Items for your consideration and support 
 

1.    The Restoration of our Bell Tower.  Our Bell was cast in 1906 

by the Stuckstede Foundry of St. Louis, and first was in the tower of 

our old church (built in 1861), and then moved to our current church 

in 1931.  The north side of the bell reads "Allein Gott in der Höh sei 

Ehre" which is the first line of our hymn #947 "All Glory be to God 

on High", which in our ancestors hymnal was hymn #1 and was sung 

by them every Lord's Day as the Gloria in Excelsis. 
 
The south side of the bell reads Ev. Luth. St. Paulus Gemeinde, Neu 

Gehlenbeck, Ill.- The Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of St. Paul, 

New Gehlenbeck, Illinois. 
 
The Bell itself isn’t so much the issue, but its tower and 

structure.  The voters assembly accepted a bid from Boeker Co. for 

$50,000 (this includes potential overruns) to do necessary 

tuckpointing, roof repair and other structural repair to the tower. 

You’ll note that the water damage is in the narthex walls, and in the 

stairwell, and if you walk to the top of the stairs to the church balcony 

it is most visible.   
 
The voters assembly suggested that the congregation raise restoration 

funds through a special appeal.   In your offering envelope box each 

month there are envelopes for “CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS”.  Simply use that envelope and mark it with 

“Bell Tower” to designate those funds for the restoration. 
  

2.     Scholarships for Metro-East Lutheran High School.  As a 

member congregation of the Metro-East Lutheran High School 

Association our member students receive a tuition discount.   Several 

years ago the congregation established a MELHS scholarship fund to 

assist our member students with additional funds as they continue 

their Lutheran education.  That fund now has a negative 

balance.  Students write essays, reviewed by the elders, and 

scholarships are given based on those essays and need.  Your giving 

to that fund would be a great blessing to the young people of our 

congregation who will apply.  Simply use the “CHURCH 

CHARITIES” envelope and mark it with “MELHS Scholarship” 


