
 

 

Liturgy for May 24 
Ascension Sunday 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 

 

Call to Worship –  Psalm 24:9-10 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 

    The Lord of hosts, 

    he is the King of glory!  

 

Song: Crown Him With Many Crowns 

  

Confession of Faith – Heidelberg Catechism questions 46 & 49 

Q. What do you mean by saying, He ascended to heaven”? 

 

A. That Christ, while his disciples watched, 

was taken up from the earth into heaven and remains there on our behalf 

until he comes again to judge the living and the dead 

 

Q. How does Christ s ascension to heaven benefit us? 

 

A. First, he is our advocate in heaven in the presence of his Father. 

Second, we have our own flesh in heaven as a sure pledge that Christ our head 

will also take us, his members, up to himself. 

Third, he sends his Spirit to us on earth as a corresponding pledge. By the Spirit s 

power we seek not earthly things but the things above, where Christ is, sitting at God s 

right hand. 

 

Scripture Reading: 
Isaiah 59:14-21 
14 Justice is turned back, 

    and righteousness stands far away; 

for truth has stumbled in the public squares, 

    and uprightness cannot enter. 
15 Truth is lacking, 

    and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. 

The Lord saw it, and it displeased him 

    that there was no justice. 
16 He saw that there was no man, 

    and wondered that there was no one to intercede; 
then his own arm brought him salvation, 

    and his righteousness upheld him. 



 

 

17 He put on righteousness as a breastplate, 

    and a helmet of salvation on his head; 

he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, 

    and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak. 
18 According to their deeds, so will he repay, 

    wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his enemies; 

    to the coastlands he will render repayment. 
19 So they shall fear the name of the Lord from the west, 

    and his glory from the rising of the sun; 

for he will come like a rushing stream, 

    which the wind of the Lord drives. 
20 “And a Redeemer will come to Zion, 

    to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the Lord. 
21 “And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the Lord: My Spirit that is upon you, and my 

words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your 

offspring, or out of the mouth of your children's offspring,” says the Lord, from this time forth and 

forevermore.” 

 

Isaiah 63:1-6 
1 Who is this who comes from Edom, 

    in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, 

he who is splendid in his apparel, 

    marching in the greatness of his strength? 

It is I, speaking in righteousness, 

    mighty to save.” 
2 Why is your apparel red, 

    and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? 
3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, 

    and from the peoples no one was with me; 

I trod them in my anger 

    and trampled them in my wrath; 

their lifeblood spattered on my garments, 

    and stained all my apparel. 
4 For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 

    and my year of redemption had come. 
5 I looked, but there was no one to help; 

    I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold; 

so my own arm brought me salvation, 

    and my wrath upheld me. 
6 I trampled down the peoples in my anger; 

    I made them drunk in my wrath, 

    and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.” 

 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 



 

 

Sermon: “The Zeal of the Lord” 

 

Confession and Good News of the Gospel—Isaiah 1:18 
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 

white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” 

 

Believers, God demonstrates his love for you in sending Christ. In Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Song: Jesus Shall Reign 

 

Announcements and Benediction 

Household Time of Prayer (based on Hebrews 1 & 2, ESV) 
Instructions: after the livestream is finished, select one person in the group to be the person identified as 

celebrant.” He or she will be the one reading the print that is not bold. Everyone else is invited to join in where 

the print is bold. 

Celebrant:   Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  

But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 

things, through whom also he created the world.  

 

We offer our praise and admiration to the Ascended Christ 

Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power.  

 

We offer our praise and admiration to the Ascended Christ 

for making purification for sins and then sitting down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high.   

 

We offer our praise and admiration to the Ascended Christ 

Whose throne is forever and ever, 

and whose scepter of uprightness is the scepter of God s kingdom. 

 

Lord Jesus, you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

    with the oil of gladness beyond your companions. 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for sharing your gladness with us. 

Prayers 

Holy God, your Scriptures urge us to pay close attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away. 

Your Scriptures warn us not to harden our hearts. Your Scriptures exhort us, as people who share in 

the heavenly calling, to live lives of God-infused contemplation. Grant that we may be always looking 

unto the resurrected and ascended Christ, who has authored our salvation and pioneered our joy.   



 

 

 

Lord God, bless those who lead us in this church with Christ s own gladness, and grant that all of us in 

these two congregations may share in the joy of the Lord, which is our strength. Give to each of us 

grace in our households that we may let go our silly attempts to control simply everything and instead 

grant that we may draw near to the Living God and to the people of the Living God.   

King Jesus, we need a companion who sticks closer than a sibling and a king whose reign brings good to 

all creation.  We find both that friendship and that kingship in you. Will you console us when we are 

impatient or angry or besieged in these unsettling days? Will you be answerable for our many needs, 

especially in quarantine conditions, when some of us have too little work and some too much. Would 

you give us all the gift of contributing to the common good? Would you grant those who lead us in our 

government the foresight they need to seek conditions for human flourishing? 

Lord Christ, for all our lives, from our very first breath to the one we use to pray these words, you 

have been the one who has been our help. Be our shelter now, especially those who serve in hospitals 

and in essential industries, in contact with human need and spreading disease. Give plenty of laughter to 

those who have the care of small children and plenty of compassion to those who have the care of older 

parents. We pray that the gladness of the risen and ascended Son of God may overflow in all our 

experience especially towards the most precarious lives among us and around us. 

 

Lord Jesus, we are grateful for your Holy Spirit and for the love of your Father and ours. But we miss 

your immediate company and long for you reign to be fully apparent. Loving God, we miss each other, 

too and ask you that you will enable us to gather safely and soon, and in ever growing numbers. Make 

your kingdom visible and your salvation beautiful till every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that 

you are your creation s God.  

 

Thank you, thank you for teaching us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come.  

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen 

Celebrant: Sisters and brothers, go forth in the strength of the ascended Christ 

To love and serve the Lord. 


