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How A U.S. Nuclear Strike Works

President considers nuclear strike
They have sole authority to use nuclear weapons,

“This can last as long as the president wishes it
could last a mere 30 seconds if the U.S. is under attack
and a counterstrike is necessary.

President’s decision to launch
If the president orders a launch, the Pentagon has to comply.

Order is verified
Senior officer in Pentagon's war room must authenticate
that the person ordering the strike is the president. They read
atwo letter challenge code which is then retrieved by the
president on "the biscuit’

he order goes out
Alaunch order is prepared by the war room. ['s a message
containing the plan, time of launch, authentication codes as well
as the codes to unlock missiles before firing. It i broadcast to
each worldwide command and directly tG launch crew:

Launch crews take over
Crews open locked safe to get sealed-authentication
d by the

y P
'SAS codes in the launch order with the ones in the safes.

If order to launch goes to a submarine

eded to launch.

Missiles are ready to launch in 15 minutes.

If order goes to land crews.
Launch crews open safes and compare their SAS codes to
those sent by the war room. If they match, they enter the war
plan numbers into their launch computers for targets. They use
other codes in the message to unlock the missies.
Launch keys are then retrieved from the safe and five crews.
locations turn ther
to send five "votes” to the missies.

in a mutiny occur?
Two "Votes" are required to launch the missiles so even if three
crews refuse to follow the order, the launch willstill o ahead.

Missiles are launched
Intercontinental ballstic missiies launch from silos or
Submarines. Once in the air, they cannot be stopped.
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