
 

 

Worship in the Home 
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First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 
Stir up your power, and come!  The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in 
the Advent prayers.  Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open.  Both cry out for an 
apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore.  When we hear Jesus 
describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and 
horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for.  But when we really look at the suffering 
of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Harvest 
Most gracious God, according to your wisdom deep 
waters are opened up and clouds drop gentle 
moisture.  We praise you for the return of planting 
and harvest seasons, for the fertility of the soil, for 
the harvesting of crops, and for all other blessings 
which you, in your generosity, put on this nation and 
people.  Give us a full understanding of your mercy, 
and the courage to be respectful, holy, and obedient 
to you throughout all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Gathering Song 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
 

Come, ye thankful people, come; 
raise the song of harvest home. 

All be safely gathered in 
ere the winter storms begin. 

God, our maker, doth provide 
for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God's own temple, come, 
raise the song of harvest home. 

 

All the world is God's own field, 
fruit unto his praise to yield; 

wheat and tares together sown, 
unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade, and then the ear, 
then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 

For the Lord our God shall come 
and shall take his harvest home; 

from his field shall in that day 
all offenses purge away; 

give his angels charge at last 
in the fire the tares to cast, 

but the fruitful ears to store 
in his garner evermore. 

 

Even so, Lord, quickly come 
to thy final harvest home. 
Gather then thy people in, 

free from sorrow, free from sin, 
there, forever purified, 
in thy garner to abide. 

Come, with all thine angels, come, 
raise the glorious harvest home! 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your 
merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the 
coming of your new day, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their 
hopes shattered.  The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a 
renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have 
not been realized.  Instead, the people experience ruin, 
conflict, and famine.  This lament calls God to account—
to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
 

1O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down, so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the 
fire causes water to boil—to make your name known 
to your adversaries, so that the nations might 
tremble at your presence!  3When you did awesome 
deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence.  4From ages past 
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has 
seen any God besides you, who works for those who 
wait for him.  (Isaiah 61:1-4) 
 
 
 



 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a 
flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the 
cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and 
Manasseh, stir up your strength and | come to help 
us. 
3Restore | us, O God; 
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 
4O LORD| God of hosts, 
how long will your anger fume when your | people 
pray? 
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
the one you have made so strong | for yourself. R 
18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, 
Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched 
them through spiritual gifts and will continue to 
strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
 

4I give thanks to my God always for you because of 
the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as 
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(1 Corinthians 1:4-9) 

 
Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day 
when he returns in power and glory to end all suffering. 
 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the 
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and 
the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  26Then 
they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with 

great power and glory.  27Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  28“From 
the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 
that summer is near.  29So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 
very gates.  30Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have taken place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away.  32“But about that day or hour no one 
knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father.  33Beware, keep alert; for you do not 
know when the time will come.  34It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  35Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly.  37And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
Sermon 
 

Isaiah gives us words for the longings that are 
present in all the world: “O God, would that you 
would tear open the heavens and come down!”  We 
are rightly afraid that our sins have delayed and 
hidden God’s coming to us with healing and hope.  
We know ourselves to be held by our iniquity rather 
than held by God, the merciful potter.  But in Mark’s 
Gospel, Jesus joins us in not knowing when the day of 
healing will be.  And in the very next chapter, the 
Gospel begins to tell of his death.  We are to keep 
awake, like a doorkeeper watching for the return of 
the homeowner.  Then the amazing thing happens. 
God does come: at evening in the supper when Jesus 
gives himself away and prays in the garden; at 
midnight when he is arrested; at cockcrow when he is 
denied; at dawn when he begins to be taken to the 
cross; and yet again at dawn when the women at the 
door of the tomb discover that he is risen.  In Mark’s 
Gospel the heavens have been torn open and God has 
come among all the world’s suffering.  Christ is with 
us still.  Forgiven and strengthened by that word, as 
Paul says, we may wait for his full revealing.  We are 
called to be doorkeepers still watching on behalf of 
all the needy world and yet bearing witness to God’s 
present mercy. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Hymn of the Day 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
and let your lights appear; 
the evening is advancing, 
and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising 
and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
at midnight comes the cry. 

 

The watchers on the mountain 
proclaim the bridegroom near; 

go forth as he approaches 
with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; 
the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; 
the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

The saints, who here in patience 
their cross and suff'rings bore, 

shall live and reign forever 
when sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory 
the Lamb they shall behold; 
in triumph cast before him 

their diadems of gold. 
 

Our hope and expectation, 
O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, 
o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, 
we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption 
that sets your people free! 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
On this first Sunday of the church year, let us pray 
that God comes quickly to this weary world; we 
respond to each petition with words from today’s 
psalm, “Come to help us.” 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Immortal, invisible God only wise, we pray for the 
church, both our congregation and assemblies 
around the globe.  Give us your life.  Show us your 
presence.  Grant us your wisdom.  Shepherd for 
another year of grace our pastor(s), deacons, 
musicians, and all who minister in the church. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to help us. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to help us. 
 

Mighty Fortress, protect all people who are poor or 
oppressed.  Grant that the leaders of nations respond 
with justice and relief to those who suffer.  We pray 
especially for the people of Honduras.  Bless all 
elected officials as they assume new leadership roles. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to help us. 
 

Beautiful Savior, abide with us during December. 
Give your beauty to our holiday preparations in this 
challenging season and your grace to the many who 
have little to celebrate this year. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to help us. 
 

Mothering God, visit with your power any who are 
homeless or unemployed, and all who are hungry. 
Protect children from all manner of abuse.  Comfort 
those who live with chronic pain, anxieties, and 
addictions. We pray especially for . . . . Shape us to 
become your arms of mercy. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to help us. 
 

Healer of our every ill, save all peoples from the 
coronavirus.  Sustain medical workers, and provide 
for hospitals and clinics.  Heal the sick, accompany 
the dying, and comfort the mourners. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to help us. 
 

Rock of ages, we wait for you, we stand on you. 
Receive now our private prayers. 
 

A longer period of silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to help us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lord of all hopefulness, we give thanks for all the 
faithful: for Andrew, the first disciple to follow Jesus; 
for those who died while waiting for justice and 
peace; for all who have died of COVID-19; and for 
those we name here before you. . . . At the end, bring 
us with them into your shining presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Stir up your strength, O God. 
Come to save us. 
 

Eternal Father, strong to save, receive our prayers for 
the sake of your Son Jesus, who came, who comes, 
and who will come, to bring us life. 
Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
Almighty God, 
Father, + Son and Holy Spirit 
bless us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song 

“Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
 

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 
for angels herald its dawning. 

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 
behold! the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 

to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav'nly door 
and lives now inside us forever. 

 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 
Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

his humble song is quiet and near, 
yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

music to heal the broken soul 

and hymns of lovingkindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll 

to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

In darkest night his coming shall be, 
when all the world is despairing, 

as morning light so quiet and free, 
so warm and gentle and caring. 

Then shall the mute break forth in song, 
the lame shall leap in wonder, 

the weak be raised above the strong, 
and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 
though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, 
be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer 
and love our endless story; 

may God fill ev'ry day we share 
and bring us at last into glory. 

 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Music: Marty Haugen 

Text and Music © 1983 GIA Publication, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-713607 

 
Devotional Music Links 

For your individual or group devotion, you may 
choose to listen to the following choral recordings 

made available through Augsburg Fortress: 
When He Comes on That Day 

https://youtu.be/Mec3arxiRDc 
 

Drop Dew From Heaven  
https://youtu.be/_nOj2e1f1MM 

 

Let Desert Bloom 
https://youtu.be/5stt1pVkwEo 

 
Readings for the Week 
Monday John 1:35-42. 

Tuesday Revelation 18:1-10. 
Wednesday Micah 5:1-5a. 

Thursday Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13. 
Friday Jeremiah 1:4-10. 

Saturday Ezekiel 36:24-28. 
Second Sunday of Advent Isaiah 40:1-11; 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 
2 Peter 3:8-15a; 

Mark 1:1-8. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mec3arxiRDc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nOj2e1f1MM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5stt1pVkwEo&feature=youtu.be


 

 

 


