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1  PETER  1 :3–5

L IV ING  HOPE

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. —1 Peter 1:3–5

What better way to start the Advent season than by reflecting on the reason for 
Jesus’ coming? Why did he come? Why would the God of the universe – the Word 
by which everything was made – step down from his throne in heaven and into the 
time and space he created in the form of a lowly, dependent human being? 

Yes, He came to live the perfect life that we couldn’t. Yes, He came to call us to 
repent of our sins and our self-righteous attempts to attain salvation. Yes, He came 
to demonstrate His power to heal the sick, raise the dead, and forgive sins. Yes, He 
came to take the cup of God’s wrath upon Himself as the perfect sacrificial Lamb. 
Yes, He came to suffer and die at the hands of His own creation whom He loved 
dearly. Yes, He came to rise three days later in victory over sin and death and ascend 
back into heaven where He is now seated at the right hand of the Father.

But what was the driving force behind the incredible works Jesus accomplished? 
1 Peter 1:3 shows us that the answer is found in Christ’s character. “According to 
His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead...” Jesus did all that He did out of an 
overflow of His merciful heart so that He could be our living hope for eternal 
salvation – a hope that lives and endures forever.

If we put our hope in our relationships, our careers, our health, our abilities, our 
finances, our possessions, our government, or anything other than the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, our hope is dead. These things will let us down. They will not 
endure this life or the next. But hope in Jesus will not let us down. Just as Christ 
is living, we who have been born again “according to his great mercy” have been 
born to a living hope that will surely sustain us through every trial of this life. Not 
only does our hope in Christ sustain us now, but it also extends into the eternal 
life to come. We are promised to share in Christ’s eternal inheritance as sons and 
daughters of God who will spend eternity with the Father where there is fullness of 
joy and pleasures forevermore. 

Put your hope in the living God, for “hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given 
to us” (Romans 5:5).

N O V E M B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 23  // Day 1
Monday

Seth Cox



ISAIAH 40:9–11

OUR  GOOD SHEPHERD

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold 
your God!” Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those 
that are with young. —Isaiah 40:9–11

What do you picture when you think of Jesus? Do you think of Him on the cross, 
in a manger, healing the sick, walking on water, or some other way? When we think 
of our Savior, there are many things that come to mind. I often imagine Him as 
“stained glass Jesus,” cradling a lamb to His chest. His gentleness and affection for us 
are displayed, and you can see how much He cares for us. How we see Jesus matters 
because our lives reflect it; this passage reminds us of that.

To begin, Isaiah writes of a message that is so wonderful that it needs to be shared 
widely, clearly, and as loudly as possible. What is the message? To “behold your 
God!” This passage reminds us about the promise of the gospel. A savior is coming, 
and He will come powerfully and bring comfort to His people. We are called to 
share this good news, proclaim it with boldness, and invite others to share in the 
hope and salvation found in our Savior, Jesus Christ.

We are comforted by the image of God as a shepherd in the final verses. Not 
only is He mighty and powerful, but He cares for us. This metaphor emphasizes 
God’s tender love and care for us. He takes us, the weak and tired, into His arms. 
He carries us close to His heart, comforting and protecting us. Why do I think of 
stained glass Jesus with a rod, staff, and a lamb held safely in His arms? Because 
that is our reality. The wind and the waves obey Him, the rocks cry out to Him in 
worship, yet He cares for us. 

The Christmas season is characterized by hope, peace, and joy. Let’s celebrate the 
reason for those things and embrace the good news of Jesus Christ. He is our Good 
Shepherd who loves us with steadfast love. He cradles us close to His chest and 
brings peace and Salvation to our weary world. As we get ready to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth this Christmas season, let’s share His good news, rest in His unfailing love, and 
find comfort in His caring embrace.

Heavenly Father, thank you for being our Good Shepherd. We find so much comfort and peace 
in knowing that you care for us like a shepherd cares for his flock. Thank you for loving us so 
gently and tenderly. Let us rejoice in celebrating the birth of Jesus and help us to proclaim the 
good news of the gospel this Christmas season and always. Amen.

N O V E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 23  // Day 2
Tuesday

Maddie Beard



GENESIS  3 :8–15

THE  (REAL)  F IRST  NOEL
Genesis 3:8-15

I love traditional Christmas Hymns. One of my favorites is The First Noel. Did 
you know that noel is the root of the French word for good news? Additionally, the 
word gospel is also translated directly as good news. So, by the transitive law, “noel” 
= “good news” = “gospel.” Therefore, The First Noel could also be called The First 
Gospel! (I also like Christmas math).

The Scripture for today’s devotional is known by many Bible scholars as The First 
Gospel. The hymn’s lyrics do tell the truth about Christ’s birth, but the first noel was 
not given “to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay.” Instead, the first noel was 
given by God Himself to Adam and Eve immediately on the heels of their original 
act of disobedience and sin. 

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:15 

This is The First Noel – the first promise of a Savior. It is the first message of God’s 
plan for the salvation of his children through the defeat of sin and death by his Son, 
Jesus Christ. Our Father tells the serpent that “he will crush your head,” referring to 
Jesus, the offspring of the woman, who would one day crush the serpent’s head by 
His work on the cross. The Amplified Bible makes it clear that the woman’s seed is 
more than just mankind in general; it is an individual representing all mankind – 
Christ!

God promises that the serpent will strike the heel of Christ, who is the woman’s 
seed. Do not be deceived into thinking that Christ’s “crushing” and the serpent’s 
“striking” are equal! The striking of the Messiah’s heel is a picture of the wounding 
and death of Jesus on the cross. Satan bruised Jesus’ heel, but Jesus showed 
complete dominance over Satan by crushing his head. Satan, although still active in 
this world, is a defeated foe. His doom is sure: “And the devil… was thrown into the 
lake of burning sulfur” (Rev. 20:10). Until that time, however, there remains enmity 
between Satan and God’s children.

This (real) first noel delivered in the garden, the declaration of God’s intention to 
save us back to Himself, was a loving promise to our original fallen ancestors and 
to us today. While humanity had to wait for our Savior’s sacrifice in God’s perfect 
timing, His promise was declared immediately at the time of our first need. 

We are living in a world corrupted by sin. Acts of evil seem prevalent. God’s created 
order is twisted and perverted daily. As believers, we have confidence that these 
are but “light and momentary afflictions,” and that sin and death have indeed been 
defeated. Even as we wait for Christ to return to make all things new, we are assured 
of our salvation in Him. You can count on it. Just do the math.

N O V E M B E R  2 9 ,  2 0 23  // Day 3
Wednesday

Joe Moore



PSALM 89: 1–4

ON THE  THRONE  FOREVER

I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; with my mouth I will make known 
your faithfulness to all generations. For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in 
the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” You have said, “I have made a covenant 
with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant: ‘I will establish your offspring 
forever, and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah —Psalm 89:1–4

How has God shown his love to you? One way God shows us love is through his 
faithfulness to us. The Psalmist, Ethan, whose wisdom is considered by some to be 
second only to Solomon, opens our reading by declaring God’s love and faithful-
ness. Why does he so boldly make this declaration? Because he has experienced 
God’s love and faithfulness. His declaration comes at a time when the Israelites 
were experiencing a military defeat, causing them to question God’s faithfulness 
to them. During times of trial and difficulty, we too can find ourselves questioning 
God’s faithfulness. When we ask ourselves, “Is God really for us?” we should remind 
ourselves of what Hebrews 10:13 states: “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” God is faithful to us at all times, 
in all places, and in all things. In the crazy, busy, and confusing world in which we 
live, we must remind ourselves of the evidence of God’s faithfulness to us – it is 
all around us! And like the Psalmist, we should declare God’s faithfulness to those 
around us. 

The Psalmist follows up his declaration with a reminder of the covenant God made 
with David in 2 Samuel 7:12-16. There, God promised David that He would build 
and establish His kingdom through David’s line – forever! The people of Israel had 
longed for a king like the other nations around them. So, God heard his people and 
gave them many earthly kings, knowing that no earthly king could truly live up to 
the job. For hundreds of years, earthly kingdoms rose and fell until the “faithfulness 
established in heaven” came to earth. Luke 1:32-33 foretells Jesus’ birth, stating, “He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David.” Jesus fulfilled the Davidic covenant, and He 
now sits on the throne forever. So often, we put our faith in earthly things that will 
fail us. But Jesus is our true and perfect king. He will reign forever, His kingdom 
will not fail, and one day He will return to establish His kingdom here on earth. Our 
Good King Jesus is the King the Israelites clamored for, but they just didn’t know it!

As we continue through this Advent season, with all the earthly majesty of 
Christmas around us – parades, decorations, presents, and parties – it is important 
that we focus on the one true and faithful King. Other things around us will fail, but 
Jesus remains on the throne forever!

N O V E M B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 23  // Day 4
Thursday

Chris Tierney



DEUTERONOMY 18 : 15–19

A  PROPHET  L IKE  MOSES

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
brothers – it is to him you shall listen – just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD 
my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the LORD said to me, ‘They are 
right in what they have spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I 
myself will require it of him. —Deuteronomy 18:15–19

Many sports writers and fans alike call Babe Ruth the greatest baseball player of 
all time. He tops ESPN’s “Top 100 MLB players” list. Playing the game about one 
hundred years ago, Ruth is known for hitting home runs. He transformed the game 
of baseball into the power hitting game it is today. But Ruth was not only a hitter, he 
was a dominant pitcher too. Ruth won all of the World Series games where he was 
the starting pitcher. In the years since Ruth played, fans have waited with hopeful 
expectation for that magical combination of pitching skill and hitting power, 
wondering when the “next Babe Ruth” would arrive. Modern-day fans’ hopes were 
lifted when the Japanese pitcher Shohei Ohtani arrived to play for the Los Angeles 
Angels in 2018. Sports writers called him the “21st century Babe Ruth” or the 
“modern-day Babe Ruth.” Whether it be in sports or other areas of achievement,  
we humans are seemingly always on the lookout the next great thing. 

Moses, a prophet, teacher, and writer, is one of our Old Testament heroes of the 
faith. He led the people of Israel out of Egyptian captivity and wrote the first five 
books of the Old Testament. Yet Deuteronomy 18 records how the great prophet 
Moses stood before God’s people and spoke of God raising up “a prophet like me.” 
Could the people have imagined another prophet like Moses, who might achieve all 
the great things he had already done?

In the generations to follow, God raised up other prophets. We see them across the 
pages of the Old Testament – Elijah, Jeremiah, Isaiah and more. But Moses’ words 
find their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus. The words Moses spoke more than 1500 
years before His birth pointed to Jesus. Stephen helps us see this in his sermon in 
Acts 7 where he recalled Moses’s words that “God will raise up for you a prophet like 
me.” Stephen, of course, was talking about Jesus. 

Here in verse 18, God promises that He will speak to people through this coming 
prophet. How true is it that so much of what we understand about God comes to us 
through the words of Jesus. And while it’s amazing to see this future-looking glimpse 
of the Messiah tucked away generations before Jesus was born, we should not stop 
reading at verse 18. I think that verse 19 speaks directly to each of us today. God tells us 
that He will “call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet 
speaks.” So perhaps the question of Christmas is the same question God raised 
speaking through Moses long ago – what are we going to do with the words of Jesus? 

Thank you for sending Jesus, the ultimate prophet, your Son and our Savior.

D E C E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 23  // Day 5
Friday

Donna McKinney



JOHN 1 :9–13

BORN OF  GOD

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. —John 1:9–13

Mother’s Day. May 10, 1987. 12:41 am. Rex Hospital. 

Congratulations! It’s a boy! 

On that day, at that time and place, our oldest came into the world. Within minutes, 
he was placed into my arms, and I gladly received him with all the excitement and 
trepidation of a first-time dad.

Two millennia earlier, another son was born. But this birth was different. This baby 
was not the son of a man. This tiny, crying newborn was the Son of God. Born with 
the eternal purpose of giving light and life to all who would call upon His name, 
Jesus came into a world He created – a world that did not recognize Him – a world 
that rejected Him. 

But…

To those who believe and receive, something wonderful happens. There is another 
birth. Not a physical one. Not a human one. But rather, a spiritual birth that comes 
from God. A birth that brings us out of darkness into a love relationship with the 
one who is true light. And all we must do to experience this heavenly birth is to 
believe and receive. Believe Jesus is the only way to have our sins forgiven and 
receive the life-changing gift of God’s grace and mercy. 

During the Christmas season, take time to think about how different your life is 
now that you have experienced this birth from above. Celebrate Christmas by 
reminding yourself what God did for you. He sent Jesus to seek you out, did for 
you what you could not do for yourself, and brought you out of darkness and into 
the marvelous light of Christ. With this birth from above, you became one of His 
children. 

As the Scripture says, “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God” ( John 1:12).

D E C E M B E R  2 ,  2 0 23  // Day 6
Saturday

Bill Denning



1  CORINTHIANS 13 :4–8

LOVE

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. —1 Corinthians 13:4–8

As a popular Bible passage that we’ve likely read and heard many times (especially 
at weddings), these words are beautiful and deeply applicable to our relationships 
with others. But let us not forget why Paul wrote these words to begin with. 

The city of Corinth was dealing with a lot of sin, no different from our current 
world. Paul noticed that the people of Corinth were finding it very difficult to be 
obedient to God in their given culture. Again, no different than our struggles in 
today’s culture. God has commanded us ALL to love God and love others, and how 
can we do that well if our lives are riddled with idol worship, immorality, hate, 
greed, etc. Therefore, Paul felt it was only fitting to address the people by defining 
what “Love” actually is. 

Love is an action. It is not idle. It is patient, kind, honorable, selfless, protective, 
hopeful, celebratory, honoring, and forgiving of one another. It is deep and 
sometimes very hard to do; I speak from experience. Love is a commitment, not 
just a feeling. It sticks around in the difficult times. How many times could God 
have said, “I don’t love you anymore because of your sin?” God’s love for us is 
persistent. Love is rooted in God’s truth and promises. So how do we show our love 
for God? One way to do that is through actively loving others. 

Jesus is the epitome of love. He lived His life every day with a beautiful and 
persistent love for His Father and carried that over into His love for us. In Matthew 
22:37-40, Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was, and His response 
was to love God and love others! It seems so simple, but I’m afraid the love we 
express is often superficial and fleeting when it doesn’t suit us. Do you love every 
soul deeply, or only the few that you feel are worthy? I think we all could use a little 
encouragement to look to the Father and remember how He showed His love for us 
since the beginning. John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Father God, my prayer is that we would remember what God’s love has done for us and that 
we would be sacrificial and persistent in our love for others.

D E C E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 23  // Day 7
Sunday

Lee Nourse



ISAIAH 52:7–9

YOUR GOD RE IGNS

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns.” The voice of your watchmen – they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, 
you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people. —Isaiah 52:7–9

The middle section of the book of Isaiah (chapters 40–55) was written to the people 
of Judah, who had been exiled to Babylon because of their disobedience. More 
specifically, Isaiah 52 verses 7–9 were words of comfort to the people of Judah who 
were discouraged, lived in a pagan environment, and struggled to believe that they 
would one day return to the promised land from exile.

Despite all the hardships, Judah is reminded who is in control. It is not the 
Babylonians nor the Persians, but Jehovah God, as the prophet reminds them, 
proclaiming, “Your God reigns” (Isa 52:7). The prophet also provides the promise 
that the “LORD has comforted His people and He has redeemed Jerusalem” (Isa 
52:9). The people of Judah eventually returned to their promised land and waited 
for the fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah 52, including “the return of the LORD 
to Zion” (Isaiah 52:8).

After approximately 600 years, the people of Judah witnessed this very return of 
the Lord. They saw Him healing the sick, befriending tax collectors and sinners, 
calling men and women to follow Him, and laying down His life to redeem His 
people forever.  

The same message of hope and encouragement written for the people of Judah is 
still needed by all today, as our news feeds are dominated by tragic wars, financial 
instability, political bickering, and heartbreaking drug-related deaths. Despite what 
we see and hear, we know that our God reigns and that someday we too will see 
“the return of the LORD to Zion.” Until then, we can experience the peace, joy, and 
blessed salvation promised to us because of Christ’s redeeming work on our behalf.

D E C E M B E R  4 ,  2 0 23  // Day 8
Monday

Shirley Clifton



GENESIS  15 : 1–6

CHILDREN OF  THE  PROMISE

Genesis 15:1–6

It is hard to imagine how dark it must have been the night God came in a vision to 
Abram. With only the light of a few campfires, I picture the stars God created on 
full display. This divine display may have been something that Abram had grown 
accustomed to seeing. But on this night, God had him look at the stars with a 
different perspective. 

Earlier, Abram had just won a victorious battle rescuing his nephew, Lot. God 
intentionally came to Abram in a vision assuring Abram that he did not need to be 
afraid. God was Abram’s protector and Abram would have a great reward.  

As Abram heard these words, possibly confused, he had questions. He may have 
remembered God’s promises in Genesis 12:2–3, “And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

God promised these things to Abram 10 years earlier. But Abram still had no son 
and therefore no heir to enjoy this reward. Limited by his human understanding, 
Abram wondered how God’s promise could be possible. He identified what he 
perceived to be a problem and rationalized the solution based on his cultural 
understanding of heirs for childless men: his servant, Eliezer, would be his heir. 

But from God’s eternal perspective, there wasn’t a problem. God had only 
revealed a small portion of His sovereign plan to Abram. And in His kindness, God 
confirmed Abram’s heir would be his natural son. Then, He revealed a little more of 
His perfect and sovereign plan: Abram’s descendants would be as numerous as the 
stars in the sky. In this moment, Abram believed in the Lord.  

Rather than trusting what he knew, Abram trusted God’s promise. Abram believed 
in God. And God credited it to Abram as righteousness. Previously a sinner unable 
to meet God’s standard for righteousness, God placed Abram in right standing 
before Him. 

Hundreds of years later, the gospel of Matthew tells us of a star that guided wise 
men to the Righteous One. Knowing that we could never be righteous on our own, 
God sent His son, Jesus, who never sinned, to die for our sin on the cross “so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). When we 
believe in Jesus, we are counted among the stars God promised to Abram centuries 
ago. As we celebrate the One who came to grant us His righteousness, let’s praise 
God that all who believe in Jesus become children of His promise.

D E C E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 23  // Day 9
Tuesday

Kim McGee



1  PETER  1 : 19–20

GOD’S  PERFECT  PL AN

Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world 
but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you. —1 Peter 1:19–20

Have you ever put a plan together to only have it fail miserably? Perhaps you 
had the perfect picnic planned with a loved one only to have it pour down rain. 
Maybe you had a five-year plan to start a business but the economy changed and 
threw everything off. We make plans all the time, but time and circumstances can 
ultimately change them all. We don’t know what will happen tomorrow, let alone 10 
years from now. We can plan and plan, but everything ultimately is in the hands of 
the Lord (Prov. 19:21).

Though our plans fail, the Lord’s never do. And since before the foundation of the 
world, the Triune God had the plan to send the Son to redeem His people. With 
our plans, a lot has to go right in order for them to succeed. We hope and pray that 
everything works out correctly. With God’s plans, as soon as He makes them, they 
are set in solid stone. He controls the craziness of this world; he holds it all together 
(Col. 1:17). Nothing can stop His great plans.

So, at just the right time, the Father sent the Son into this world. The Son lived a 
perfectly righteous life as the Lamb without blemish. And He redeemed all those 
who were part of the family of God before the foundations of this world (Eph. 1:4). 
Before the foundations of the world, there was a plan, and you were included in 
that plan.

This truth should give us hope because our salvation is not dependent upon 
ourselves. We aren’t the ones entrusted with keeping our own salvation, when the 
Lord’s sustaining grace has already been extended as a part of His perfect plan. 
God’s perfect plans can never be thwarted – it doesn’t rain on His picnic. You are 
His and He is yours in Christ.

Father, thank you for your perfect plan for salvation that you provided in Christ. Help us 
to have confidence in your work and in your plan, all while reminding us that we have a 
beautiful part to play in this plan – to share the hope of the Gospel wherever we go.  
In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

D E C E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 23  // Day 10
Wednesday

Justin Carmona



ISAIAH 9 :6

NAMES OF  CHRIST

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. —Isaiah 9:6

I find names very interesting. It appears that some parents give a lot of thought 
to their child’s name with great discussion (and sometimes disagreements) before 
deciding on a name. Some look for a name with a special meaning. Other parents 
are nostalgic and name their son after the father or give their daughter a family 
name. More recently, parents tend to select a popular or trending name, while 
others seem not to give much thought or rationale to the name they choose.

I love that the names of Christ serve as a reminder of His many roles. Some names 
might bring to mind certain imagery or a sense of comfort, such as Immanuel, 
Good Shepherd, or Bridegroom. Other names address His divinity, such as Son of 
the Most High, Holy One of Israel, Holy and Righteous One, or Alpha and Omega. 
I especially love the names that reflect His work on the cross: Savior, Redeemer, 
Lamb of God, and the Way, Truth, and Life.

In Isaiah 9:6, I find that the names of Christ provide a quick glimpse of His various 
roles in God’s great plan for salvation.

Wonderful Counselor – In being fully human and fully God, Christ understands us 
where we are and provides wisdom and guidance in the way we should live.

Mighty God – Identifies His authority, sovereignty, and divine power to defeat the 
enemy – Satan, sin, and death.

Everlasting Father – He is an enduring and compassionate provider and protector.

Prince of Peace – He died to reconcile sinners to a Holy God, resulting in 
wholeness and peace.

Lord, first of all, thank you for providing your Son as our Redeemer. Through your grace and 
mercy, you created a plan to provide for all our needs. Please help to remind us of the various 
roles of Christ, and what each of them means for our lives. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

D E C E M B E R  7 ,  2 0 23  // Day 11
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HEBREWS 4 : 14–16

WITH  CONFIDENCE ,  DRAW NEAR

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. —Hebrews 4:14–16

Fire is such a weird thing… In 2021, I got a call from my younger brother that no 
one ever wants to receive. His house had burned down in a freak accident. Most 
everything he and his wife owned was gone. Praise the Lord they were not harmed 
and a community of people who loved them helped them get back on their feet. 

It wasn’t long after that fateful day that he and I would sit by a fire after Christmas 
and talk about life and the goodness of Jesus. That fire was wonderful for many 
reasons, and I could not help but reflect on it with him sitting beside me. 

See, the crazy thing is… fire doesn’t change. The same phenomenon that caused 
such devastation could turn around and be a source of great comfort. Same fire 
– but the relationship we had to it made all the difference. I don’t think it is any 
coincidence that the holiness of our Great God is described in this way. 

When I read this verse alongside the many deep theological truths in the book of 
Hebrews, I struggle to understand just how God’s throne of judgment could also 
be a throne of grace. After all, the last time we read about someone entering before 
that throne, he proclaims, “Woe is me! For I am undone,” (Isaiah 6:5) and rightfully 
so! God’s holiness burns like a consuming fire against sin. How is it that I am 
allowed to go where the Bible has made clear that I am not worthy? Shouldn’t I be 
consumed? Undone?

But there is someone else in that room. Not just anyone, but my Great High Priest. 
The millions and millions of threads that weave into the tapestry of the story of the 
Bible are all held together in His hands. Everything points to Him. Everything hinges 
on Him. I see Him there, at the right hand of the Father, and that throne of judgment 
has a new name for me now: The Throne of Grace. My relationship has changed. 

Today, as we fix our minds on the season of Advent, let us be reminded. God’s 
nearness was the most dangerous thing in all creation for us sinners. Now His 
nearness is our good, all because Jesus came, lived, died, and rose again to save us. 
So, we can draw near and receive mercy and find grace and help in our time of need. 
Not to do so would be to miss out on one of our greatest privileges as believers!

Come and stand before your maker / Full of wonder, full of fear; 
Come behold his power and glory / Yet with confidence draw near, 
For the one who holds the heavens / And commands the stars above 
Is the God who bends to bless us / With an unrelenting love.

“Rejoice” – Dustin Kensrue and Stewart Townend

D E C E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 23  // Day 12
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ZECHARIAH 6 : 12–13

STAY  READY

And say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Behold, the man whose name is the Branch: 
for he shall branch out from his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD. It is he 
who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule 
on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both.”’ —Zechariah 6:12–13

In the book of Zechariah, Zechariah encourages his generation to turn back to God 
and not be like his ancestors, who were rebellious and refused to listen to the earlier 
prophets, landing them in exile. The returned exiles repent and humble themselves 
before God, or so it seems. Chapters 1-6 go into detail about Zechariah’s dreams 
and visions. In chapter 6, Joshua, the high priest, is given a crown and is depicted 
as a symbol of the future Messiah, who will also be a Priest over God’s Kingdom. 
Zechariah concludes that these dreams and visions will be fulfilled only if the 
present generation is faithful to God and obeys the terms of the covenant.

In chapters 7 and 8, a group of Israelites come; they have been mourning the 
former temple’s destruction for nearly 70 years. They ask Zechariah, “Should we 
stop grieving? Is God’s Kingdom coming soon?” Zechariah then reminds them 
how their ancestors rejected God’s call through the prophets, which led them into 
the exile to begin with. He challenges this generation of Israelites, saying that the 
Kingdom of God will come only if they pursue justice and peace while remaining 
faithful to the covenant. He then asks, “Will you become people ready to participate 
in God’s kingdom?”

“Stay ready so you don’t have to get ready” is a saying I have ingrained in my mind 
and have applied to many areas of my life, such as keeping the house clean so that 
I don’t have to scramble to get it cleaned up before a guest comes. Thankfully, God 
doesn’t ask us to clean up our lives before coming to Him. He does, however, call us 
to sanctification once we accept Him into our hearts and lives.

God calls us to live in faithful obedience and to be ready for the day that Christ 
returns or calls us home. Matthew 24:44 tells us, “Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” We are to stay ready 
and be faithful to God today because we simply won’t have time to scramble to 
get ready when that day comes. Christ is coming back when we least expect Him. 
Let’s reflect and ask ourselves, “Are we willing to become people who are ready to 
participate in God’s kingdom?”

Praise God for providing the Branch as an intercessor so that we may know God, be saved by 
Jesus, and have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us, leading us and preparing us for Christ’s 
return.

D E C E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 23  // Day 13
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1  THESSALONIANS 5 : 16–18

JOY

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. —1 Thessalonians 5:16–18

Always be joyful. Always be praying. Always be thankful. The Apostle Paul sure 
is asking a lot of the believers in Thessalonica. How is this even possible for the 
believer? It isn’t in our own strength, but it is possible by the power of the Holy 
Spirit within us. 

Always be joyful. I am all about JOY! I even added on a room in my home and 
named it my “Joy Room.” It is a sunroom on the back of our house, and it is where 
I meet with the Lord as well as the women He brings into my life for discipleship. 
It is also where I hold “praise dances” with my grandchildren and where I sit and 
watch the birds God brings to my feeders. All these activities bring me joy. 

Many things in our life can bring us joy but the greatest joy can only be found when 
we place our confidence in the Sovereignty of God and the promise of an eternity 
with Him. 

True joy is the deeply rooted confidence that God is in control and that our eternal 
home is in Heaven. Joy is not a feeling or an emotion. Joy is a choice to have Jesus 
Christ on the throne of our heart. 

When you believe that your life is under the control of God, your priorities fall into 
place; you will experience peace and your life will be characterized by deep joy. 

The Apostle Paul lived his life in this way. How did Paul do it? Was he some kind 
of “Super Saint?” Was his life without pain and suffering? No! Paul suffered many 
hardships. Paul wrote 3 times in Philippians that his joy “was in the Lord.” Jesus was 
the source of Paul’s joy. As with Paul, our joy comes from a personal relationship 
with Jesus. 

You and I have the same source of joy that Paul did. When we put our trust, our 
hope, our confidence, and our faith in Christ Jesus, we receive His Holy Spirit. A life 
under the control of the Holy Spirit will be characterized by joy. 

In order for us to maintain joy in the midst of difficult circumstances, we need to do 
4 things:

1. Focus on Jesus instead of our circumstances.

2. Think of others before ourselves.

3. Set our minds on heavenly things instead of earthly things.

4. Rejoice and pray with thanksgiving. 

Jesus is the believer’s joy. Jesus left His Throne in Glory and humbled Himself to 
become a baby born in a manger, to suffer and die on a cross, and to resurrect from 
the grave, sending us His Holy Spirit when He returned to His Heavenly home. 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, I say rejoice” (Phil. 4:4).

D E C E M B E R  1 0 ,  2 0 23  // Day 14
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ISAIAH 40: 1–5

HER  S IN  HAS  BEEN PAID  FOR

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the 
LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see 
it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” —Isaiah 40:1–5

The book of Isaiah records the words and visions of Isaiah, the prophet. In the days 
of the Old Testament, being a prophet was serious business. Prophets were raised 
up by God to speak about both local events soon to occur and events in the far-off 
future. This made the accuracy of some of their predictions more immediately 
verifiable. Deuteronomy 18:20-22 explains that one who calls himself a prophet 
shall not speak in God’s name unless God has specifically called him to do so, or he 
shall die. The Bible contains many prophecies – some fulfilled and some not yet. 
Many of Isaiah’s words, which in reality are God’s words as given by the Holy Spirit, 
have yet to be fulfilled, but oh how we can look forward to the day that they will be! 
There are at least 66 quotations of Isaiah in the New Testament, which should tell 
you that many of his prophecies are indeed about Jesus. 

In the middle of a crazy fallen world some 700 years before Christ’s birth, God 
gives such encouraging words to Prophet Isaiah to share with His people. Today, we 
look at some of those words in Isaiah 40:1-5. These verses were a beacon of hope 
for God’s people who were tired and weary, having been exiled and oppressed 
by surrounding nations as judgment for their continued disobedience. For those 
who loved the Lord during that time, the verses penned by God’s prophet offered 
promises of forgiveness, of a future savior, and of a new Jerusalem.  

Today these verses offer the same encouragement to us. We also live in the middle 
of a crazy, fallen, sinful world awaiting Christ’s return. Each day we are more 
oppressed by enemies of the Lord and can tangibly feel the spiritual warfare taking 
place all around us. What better message for us today than the Good News of 
Christ’s coming for us – the message of His love, forgiveness, and promises. Let us 
prepare the way for Him by preparing our hearts. Let us also prepare the way for 
Him by sharing this message with others.  

Let us take the many opportunities this season presents to connect with other 
people. Let us pray for them and then offer this encouraging message that stands 
the test of time and is the only true and life-transforming Good News.

Dear Lord, thank you for your Word and for these verses. Let us read them and ponder them 
in our hearts. Then, let us pray for those around us and for boldness to share your love with 
them. Amen.
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COLOSSIANS 1 : 15–20

JESUS  OVER  ALL

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For 
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  
—Colossians 1:15–20

Having become a parent recently, I know what it is like to anticipate the birth of a 
child. To wonder which parent they will look like or who they will grow up to be.  
To hope that they will inherit your great qualities and none of the not-so-great 
ones. To hope that they get their athletic abilities from their father…

The Bible doesn’t leave us guessing about who Jesus would grow up to be. He was 
and is the very image of God! He was present with God at the beginning of the 
world and all things were created in Him, through Him, and for Him. Yet, He chose 
to come into this broken world bearing the full image of God while clothed in frail 
humanity so that He could reconcile the world unto Himself.

Now, He again sits at the Father’s right hand and reigns over ALL things. There is 
nothing we can face that He is not sovereign over. What comfort this should bring us!

“Over fear, over shame 
Over all anxiety 
Over troubles, and all pain 
Over sickness, and disease 
For He reigns on the throne 
All praise to Him alone 
One name over everything

Over death and all sin 
Over hell, over the grave 
Darkness bows, demons flee 
At the mention of His name 
For He reigns on the throne 
All praise to Him alone 
One name over everything”

Jesus Over Everything – The Belonging Co
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D E C E M B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 23  // Day 17
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JOHN 14 :4–9

KNOW THE  WAY
John 14:4–9

A couple summers ago, my friends and I were driving our renovated road-tripping  
bus through the beautiful mountains of Shenandoah National Park. Late that 
afternoon, we set out on a journey to reach highest point in the park so we could enjoy 
the sunset together. Sadly, the journey proved to be much more difficult than we had 
anticipated, and by the time we reached our destination, the sun had long since set.

After enjoying the stars and a brief sense of accomplishment, we set out once more 
to find a campground where we could prepare dinner and get some rest. However, 
we quickly realized that this journey would prove to be even more difficult than the 
last, as we had lost cell service and had no idea where we were.

After a couple hours of roaming those unlit, winding mountain roads, we were able 
to locate a map at a visitors’ center that led us to a campground. In the hours it took 
for us to find the way to our destination, I felt my anxiety begin to rise. Would we 
ever find somewhere to sleep that night? Would we run out of gas? Would we take a 
turn too fast and fall off the mountain? 

Journeying through life without direction is certain to be riddled with anxiety 
because the destination is unknown. Whether we are aware of it or not, we pass by 
people every day who are anxiously journeying towards an unknown destination 
with no real sense of direction. This is because they do not know The Way. 

In John 14:4–9, Thomas asks Jesus to provide the proverbial “roadmap” to where He 
is going. Thomas likely didn’t realize the magnitude of the question he was asking in 
the moment, as his eyes were probably set on an earthly destination. Jesus, however, 
responds with some of the most powerful Words in Scripture: “I am the way.”

Without assurance that Jesus Himself was the way, the truth, and the life, the 
disciples would have been left without both hope and direction following Christ’s 
ascension. Navigating spiritual matters without assurance of salvation is anxiety-in-
ducing and exhausting, similar to blindly navigating a poorly lit mountain road. 
With no sense of direction, the journey can feel meaningless and even frightening. 
But because the disciples trusted fully in the person of Jesus, their beloved friend, 
they were able to steadfastly follow The Way that Jesus had set before them. 

If you are reading this devotional, you most likely know The Way. In the chaos and 
anxiety of the holiday season, may our closeness to Christ cause us to live lives 
characterized by a peace that only He can bring. As followers of Jesus, we know our 
destination. And while we may not know the details of the journey, in all of its twists 
and turns, we know that we are called to abide in Christ day by day, inviting the 
Spirit’s guidance into our every moment.  

Additionally, in today’s passage Jesus teaches that He alone is The Way. Implicit 
to this claim is the fact that all other ways, like a faulty GPS leading towards a 
treacherous cliff, lead to destruction. As people who have been rescued off of the 
path to destruction, we should feel a deep sense of urgency when pointing others 
towards the life and truth that Christ provides. This holiday season, may we not 
only enjoy the peace of knowing The Way, but also embrace the task of pointing 
others to Him. With Christ as our counselor and the Spirit as our guide, pointing 
others towards the path of life is a joy and a privilege.

Colton Lee



2 SAMUEL  7 : 12–16

THE  SON OF  DAVID ’S  THRONE
2 Samuel 7:12–16

As we continue through this Advent season, we turn our attention to a promise 
made to King David – a promise that foreshadowed the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. In 2 Samuel 7:12-16, we find the Lord speaking to David through the prophet 
Nathan, revealing a profound truth about the coming Messiah.

1. Promise of a Royal Lineage: The passage begins with the assurance that God 
would raise up a King from David’s own lineage. This promise hints at the 
birth of a royal heir, a descendant of David, who would carry the full weight 
of kingship. This points to Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, who fulfilled this 
prophecy as a descendant of David and the rightful King of God’s Kingdom.

2. The Eternal Kingdom: God goes further, declaring that He will establish this 
descendant’s kingdom forever. This is a declaration of an everlasting and 
unshakable reign. The eternal nature of this kingdom finds its fulfillment in 
Jesus Christ, who reigns as the eternal King. His rule extends beyond time and 
transcends earthly boundaries, offering us a hope that is anchored in eternity.

3. Father-Son Relationship: The intimacy of the relationship between God and 
this coming King is striking. God says, “I will be His Father, and He will be my 
Son.” This foreshadows the unique divine relationship between God the Father 
and Jesus, the Son of God. It also signifies the unity within the Trinity and 
emphasizes the divine nature of the Messiah.

4. Unfailing Love: We see the Lord speak to punishment for wrongdoing. While 
Jesus was perfect and lived a sinless life, there still must be atonement for the sins 
of the world. Despite the hardship that the Son must endure on our behalf, the 
Lord assures David that His love will never be taken away from this descendant. 
This unfailing love, shown to us through Christ’s sacrifice, is the heart of the 
Gospel. It reminds us that God’s love is steadfast and unwavering, even in our 
weakest moments. Through Jesus, we experience a sacrificial love that transcends 
our understanding.

5. The Eternal Throne: The promise concludes with the proclamation that David’s 
throne will be established forever. Through Christ, we see the fulfillment of 
this promise as He reigns eternally as the King of Kings. His throne is not a 
temporary seat of power but an everlasting, unshakable dominion, providing us 
with security and hope that can only be found in Him.

As we journey through this season, let us reflect on the profound significance of 2 Samuel 
7:12-16. It reminds us that the birth of Jesus was not a random event, but the fulfillment of 
God’s covenant – a promise that assures us of salvation, eternal life, and a Kingdom that 
will never end. Let us prepare our hearts to celebrate the Son of David’s Throne, the King of 
Kings, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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2 CORINTHIANS 8 :9

H IS  LOSS ,  OUR  GAIN
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. —2 Corinthians 8:9

The mind of man cannot conceive what Jesus left behind; 
But you were lost, in desperate need, and you were on his mind. 
His glory he would set aside, all power he declined, 
For you were lost, and needed help, and you were on his mind.

The term ‘zero-sum game’ is used to describe an interaction in which every winner 
is countered by a loser. If someone improves by gaining, someone else must suffer 
by losing, with the amount of gain equaling the amount of loss. The gain enjoyed 
by the winner is due to the loss suffered by the loser.

The term was coined around the time of WWII, but the concept has much longer 
standing, as witnessed by Paul’s use of it in the verse quoted above. In Paul’s 
understanding, while Christ was in heaven (pre-Bethlehem) He was aware of our 
need. So, He surrendered His position in heaven and joined mankind on Earth, 
knowing that by His acceptance of our poverty, we could gain access to His riches. 
One side suffers, the other side gains. Our gain is the gospel, the path to heaven laid 
open for any and all who seek it.  

Of course, Christ endured the cross for the joy set before Him and ultimately 
claimed victory over all sin and death in His resurrection. But the magnitude of His 
loss cannot be overstated.

To understand His loss, realize that Paul squeezes all of the splendor, power, 
authority, and abundance of Christ’s position in heaven into the single word ‘rich’. 
Until we witness Christ in heaven, we can’t understand the riches of heaven, which 
Christ left behind at Advent. Since we cannot know what He had, we can never fully 
appreciate what He gave up, and all of our efforts to do so bring to mind Solomon’s 
‘chasing after the wind’.

We know His loss was substantial; we just can’t fathom its extent. In heaven He was 
acclaimed worthy of “…power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and 
glory and praise” (Rev 5:12). He abandoned it all in favor of becoming “…despised 
and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering… He was 
despised, and we esteemed Him not” (Isaiah 53:3).

We esteemed Him not, yet He esteemed us highly. Paul tells us “…yet for your 
sakes…” He chose the path that set aside the riches of heaven and embraced the 
poverty of the innkeeper’s stable – and the rejection of the people He loved. 
Though He was rich, He set himself resolutely on the course through Bethlehem 
and Gethsemane to Calvary, forsaking treasure in preference of indignity, poverty, 
shame, betrayal, suffering, and even death – for our sake.

Lord, we pray for that day when we will become fully aware of the riches of heaven, so that 
we can more fully grasp the sacrifice that was made on our behalf. Thank you for all that  
You have done for us. Amen.
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ISAIAH 1 1 : 1–10

THE  ROOT  OF  JESSE
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear 
fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his 
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 
disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and 
a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of 
the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples – 
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. —Isaiah 11:1–10

The day may come when we see a cow and bear grazing alongside one another 
in miraculous peace. Such a transformation of behavioral norms could not be 
ignored! But how equally miraculous would it be if the obliteration of the predator-
prey dynamic described in the animal kingdom were to typify the destruction of 
the oppressor-oppressed roles that seem so inescapable in our fallen society today! 
This miracle manifested in the spirit and nature of man would be undeniable, 
especially after millennia of failed relationships, fallen kingdoms, and oppressive 
human systems. We are promised a day when the oppressor will no longer “feed” 
on the oppressed because an ideal king that grows from Jesse’s root will not judge 
by mere appearances or make decisions on hearsay. He will treat the poor fairly and 
make right decisions for the downtrodden of the earth, (v3-4) and the effects will be 
universal (v9) and clear to all (v10). 

Oppression and injury to our fellow man is so natural a tendency for man that 
not only do our societal structures often operate in this manner, but so do our 
day-to-day relationships. We can even see our subconscious biases at work despite 
our programmatic attempts to prevent them. Oppression is so pervasive that some 
individuals have become blind to it altogether. For others, oppression in society is 
as visible as a wolf hunting a lamb in an open field.

However, we are in a season of celebration – a season of great joy. We know that 
a Savior has been born of the root of Jesse and that He will return to usher in 
this miraculous transformation. But until that day of return, we live in a world 
surrounded by oppressed people and groups who are in danger or at risk. As we 
put our hope in the day of Jesus’ return (with justice and integrity around His waist 
and hips), we must put justice and integrity at our core and be the balm for the 
oppressed in our world. We must show them glimpses of the hope that we have in 
our Lord and Savior. This Advent season, make an effort to share with the lowly and 
downtrodden about the good news, offering them the same full view of hope that 
was born amongst peaceful animals in a little manger in Bethlehem.
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JOHN 16 :25–33

PEACE

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” —John 16:33

This comforting passage is found within a larger section in the Gospel of John 
ranging chapters 13 through 17 that makes up what many scholars refer to as the 
“Farewell Discourse.” These are Jesus’s final words of reassurance, comfort, and 
encouragement to his followers before his betrayal, arrest, and crucifixion. The 
first section of the verses above provides the promise that we will have a fuller 
understanding and revelation of God’s truth because of the illuminating work of 
the Holy Spirit.

Additionally, Christ’s words in verse 33 are among the most encouraging in the 
Gospel of John. The “peace” Jesus speaks of is not simply worldly comfort or even 
happiness. This peace is the confident rest you experience when you set aside 
the anxiety of life and trust God to work out His will for you. The reality is that 
becoming a Christian does not guarantee an easy life, as Jesus has made it clear 
that following Him can lead to persecution. However, the joy and peace held by 
believers comes from knowing that Christ has already obtained ultimate victory, 
and nothing in this world can take that away from us. Christ made it clear in 
advance that hard times would come, reassuring believers that these situations do 
not take God by surprise. Therefore, we are called to take heart and stand in faith, 
not in our own abilities or power, but in the finished work of Jesus which provides 
us supernatural peace.

Jesus dwells in you. The Spirit resides in you. So, whatever is going on in your life 
today, no matter what trial or tribulation surrounds you right now, you have no 
need to walk fearfully or shamefully with your head down. Jesus is with you. You 
belong to Him. Jesus is your help and strength. Jesus is your joy and peace. Jesus is 
your hope and your victory. Jesus has overcome and He will help you to overcome 
any sin or temptation. Jesus is with you. Lift up your head knowing that you have 
the peace of Jesus within you. 

Jesus wants to be your peace through whatever you’re going through. Even when 
it seems like everything that could go wrong has, you can still find peace. Trusting 
Jesus and placing your hope in Him is what brings you the peace and purpose you 
so long for. Looking for love, acceptance, or joy in any other place or person will 
always fall short. Here, Jesus is telling us to count on trouble but find courage in His 
eternal and all-conquering victory. This is the essence of the Christian life given to 
us by our Savior, the One whose birth we celebrate this Christmas season. Celebrate 
your new birth in Christ through the birthright He gifts all of His children: Peace 
that overcomes all.

D E C E M B E R  1 7 ,  2 0 23  // Day 21
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LUKE  1 :26–38

TRUSTING  IN  THE  LORD

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. —Luke 1:38

I’ve read this passage all my life, focusing on the virgin Mary as she receives 
seemingly impossible news from an angel of the baby she would soon carry. 
I’ve told this story to my own children. As a matter of fact, I’ve told this story to 
hundreds of children over the years. It’s the beginning of the Christmas Story! 
Prepare the way! Jesus is coming! 

This year, however, the Lord wanted me to see the story through a different lens. 
Bear with me as I backpedal for a moment…

Lately, as I sit and have conversations with my three young adult children, I 
am keenly and humbly aware of all the things I wish I had taught them before 
launching their own lives. I am aware they are each facing situations I could never 
have imagined for them. I feel insufficient to help.  

Now back to our passage. What must Mary have felt after being told that she would 
bring the Son of God into the world? How would she raise him? What would she 
teach him? Where would she fall short? Well, the angel told her, “Do not be afraid.” 
So, Mary trusted and responded in obedience. Mary trusted and said, “Yes Lord, 
I will walk down the path you made for me.” Mary had faith in God’s divine plan, 
even though it may have been hard to understand in that moment. Praise the Lord 
for her faithfulness, as He used Mary to bring us Jesus!

While wrestling with this passage, I sat still for a long time and the Lord brought 
to mind the words of Luke 1:37, “For no word from God will ever fail.” He provides 
all the words we need – all the words that can be used to teach, to provide wisdom, 
and to offer comfort or peace. Trust in the Word of the Lord, for it is sufficient. 
All of those words are what I can continually offer to my children. Additionally, 
God’s words can be offered to brothers, sisters, neighbors, and acquaintances. Mary 
submitted herself to God’s plan and trusted in His Word, recognizing she was on 
the receiving end of God’s grace and mercy. When we respond to the Son of God, 
Jesus, we too are on the receiving end of grace and mercy.

Father in Heaven, we sit in silence and awe upon reading your words. Help us to empty 
ourselves and be filled with the Spirit so we can understand them more fully. What a beautiful 
announcement that is made here to Mary – Jesus is coming! Help us to comprehend the 
magnitude of your plan and what it means for us as your children. The Word became flesh 
so that He could save broken sinners like us. We pray for the strength to trust fully in your 
promises because Luke 1:37 tells us, “No word from God will ever fail.” Thank you for your 
words. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.

D E C E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 23  // Day 22
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LUKE  1 :46–56

REJO IC ING  IN  OUR  SAVIOR

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 
he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations 
will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has 
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he 
has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to 
his offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her 
home. —Luke 1:46–56

Sometimes the holiday season can be difficult. We have our plans for how things 
should go, but the circumstances of life often interrupt these plans without 
warning. We’re left wondering how we can sing Joy to the World when our lives feel 
rocked by unexpected news or broken relationships. I can imagine that Mary must 
have felt similar after getting the news that she would be the mother of the Savior. 
What a blessing – but what fear she must have harbored. What anxiety she must 
have felt from knowing that her life and relationships were about to change forever.  

This is why it is absolutely beautiful that Mary responds to this news with singing. 
She hears confirmation from Elizabeth that the angel’s words were true, and her 
heart cannot contain the joy. She is compelled to praise God for all He will do 
through this interruption of her plans. When you think about the pain Mary would 
soon endure, the life-long gossip that might follow her, and the uncertainty of that 
moment, it is truly an incredible gift that God helped to give her the perspective 
to sing. She reflects on the history of the Lord’s forgiveness and faithfulness to His 
people, and through all of the emotions swirling around in her heart, her spirit 
realizes something amazing. She is living out an incredible part of God’s plan for 
not only His people, but also the entire world.  

If you’re currently in a season of life that is difficult, take heart and know that 
through this circumstance, you can still have joy. You can still remember all that 
God has done for you in the past. Think on all He has done for His people, and 
the wonderful blessings He has given you. Look ahead to the glorious promise 
that we will one day see our Savior come again in all the glory and majesty He 
deserves. Thank God for the opportunity He has given you, regardless of present 
circumstances, to share His mercy and grace.  

Allow your soul to magnify the Lord and let your spirit rejoice in God your Savior. He has 
seen you, He is calling you to Himself, and He is ready to fill your heart with joy.

D E C E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 23  // Day 23
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LUKE  2 : 1–7

CHRIST ’S  HUMIL ITY

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. —Luke 2:1–7

Luke’s narrative of Jesus’ birth starts out with Caesar Augustus calling for a public 
census. People from all over the land started traveling back to their hometowns so 
that they could register. In the midst of their own busy lives, just like many others, 
Joseph and Mary submitted to God’s will and started the journey towards their 
hometown of Bethlehem. Traveling could have taken days, weeks, or even months! 
Some people enjoy traveling… I, however, do not. I want to be at my destination 
ASAP. Joseph and Mary were not too distracted by their own busy lives to listen and 
trust God regarding what was coming – an important birth, the birth of our King 
Jesus. Jesus came to this earth fully God and fully man, born in a lowly place so that 
He would one day die to save all of us from the punishment of sin. Jesus also did 
not get distracted by the things of this world like we so often do (power, money, 
self-recognition). He did not use His power and authority to build up His own 
name, but only to point His Father.

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to 
his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! Philippians 2:6-8

Another example of Jesus’ undistracted heart and perfect humility is given to us by 
the Apostle Paul. Here, Paul reminds us of Christ’s humility and displays the extent 
that God was willing go in order to have a loving relationship with us. This Advent 
season, may hearts be both undistracted and humble before the Lord!

Heavenly Father, Christ our King, and Holy Spirit our great and wonderful Counselor, thank 
you for sending the Son to redeem us. Thank you for your great love and mercy. Amen.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 23  // Day 24
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LUKE  2 :8–14

GOOD NEWS OF  GREAT  JOY

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” — Luke 2:8–14

Imagine yourself as a meek shepherd watching over your flock on a peaceful night 
in fields near Bethlehem. Even though you are a humble member of society, you 
are a devout Jew who looks forward to the coming of the prophesied Messiah. As 
you are tending to your sheep and perhaps even thinking about this Christ who is 
coming, an angel of light appears and fills the night with an unmatched brightness. 
In an instant, this angel shares the astonishing news of the Messiah’s birth, the very 
hope you’ve clung to throughout your life. These verses share a powerful reminder 
of God’s nature in the midst of feelings of awe and unworthiness. He’s not just for 
the privileged; even the lowly and unassuming find a place in His plan.

The angel quickly calms the shepherds’ fears by encouraging them not to be 
frightened and by proclaiming, “I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people.” This message has rung true throughout the ages and should minister 
to our hearts today. Going into this Advent season, we should be especially joyful. If 
we have nothing else, we have the joy that Christ was born! We have joy in knowing 
that God’s infant body was breathing in and out at that very moment; His heart was 
beating like all of ours. He chose to lay down all His glory and all of His power to 
become a man and save humanity; for this reason, we have joy. We have joy in our 
salvation.  

At this moment, the angel speaks exclusively to the shepherds, but he expects them 
to go and share. This is why the angel states that his message will “cause great joy 
for all the people.” We must be like the shepherds in this story and go out to share 
this very message far and wide. Christ was born, and we must be eager to tell others.

So, as we go further into this Advent season, let us prepare our hearts, let us 
meditate on the message that the angel brought to the shepherds, and let us 
remember that although we did not have the same angelic encounter, we too share 
in the same message of hope, joy, and peace. Let us also embrace the “good news of 
great joy” by going out and sharing this good news with others this Advent season.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the message of hope and joy that is found within this 
text. We thank you for sending your Son to be the sacrifice for our sins. As we anticipate 
celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus, let us be empowered by your Spirit to have the courage 
to go and share the message of His gospel. Continue to give us the strength to be a source of 
light in a world so full of darkness, not only now but forever. Amen.

D E C E M B E R  2 1 ,  2 0 23  // Day 25
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LUKE  2 : 15–21

GLORIFYING  GOD FOR  ALL  WE  HAVE  SEEN

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying 
in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. —Luke 2:15–21

I encourage you to rewind and read yesterday’s passage (Luke 2:8-14) again and 
flow right into today’s verses to completely set the scene. The announcement of the 
Messiah’s birth had just come to these common men in an extraordinary way. Try to 
imagine what the shepherds had experienced – what they had just seen, heard, and 
felt in the presence of the angels. It had to be a jaw-dropping, adrenaline-surging, 
overwhelming moment that interrupted, in the best way, their uneventful work night. 

And I love the shepherds’ reaction! There was apparently no sitting down to take 
it in, no questioning if their experience was really true, no discussion of what 
they should do, no wondering what the consequences might be for leaving their 
watch, no worries that others might think they had lost their minds. No, none of 
that. These men immediately said, “Let’s go! Let’s see this baby that our God is 
announcing!” And they did so “with haste.” The shepherds hurried, showing no 
signs of hesitation, to seek out the infant Messiah! 

But their uninhibited reaction didn’t stop there. The shepherds shared with anyone 
within earshot what the Lord’s angels had told them. And once they had seen the 
infant Messiah, they contained their excitement no more, praising and glorifying 
God before everyone! They did not question the fact that the Savior had arrived, 
and they did not worry about if they would be believed or ridiculed. The shepherds, 
these unexpected evangelists, sang out about the birth of Christ our Lord!

What if the shepherds’ reactions had been different? What if they had let fear, or 
selfishness, or lack of faith keep them from sharing about Christ? There is no doubt 
these men reacted just as the Lord willed. He must have been so pleased by their 
faithful witness about His newly born Son, our Messiah, as they glorified God and 
praised His name through it all! 

We are called to share about Jesus Christ just like those shepherds did. We are called 
to give glory to God for His Son, our Savior, just like those shepherds did. We are 
called to worship the Lord Christ just like those shepherds did. 

May the Advent season ignite in all of us uninhibited worship and praise, just like in 
the hearts of those shepherds! May we share the Gospel with anyone and everyone, 
full of excitement and urgency just like those shepherds! May we bring Jesus Christ 
our Lord glory for all we have seen and all we know to be true just like those shepherd.

D E C E M B E R  2 2 ,  2 0 23  // Day 26
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LUKE  2 :29–32

MY EYES  HAVE  SEEN YOUR SALVATION

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,  
according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation 
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.”

—Luke 2:29–32

Simeon speaks these words as he holds Jesus in his arms. Jesus is only 40 days old, 
yet Simeon recognizes him as the One he had been waiting for – the Consolation of 
Israel (Luke 2:25).  

Simeon is described as “just and devout” (Luke 2:25). He is not recorded as being a 
learned man, or a scribe, or a priest. He is simply a man who listened to God – “The 
Holy Spirit was upon him” (Luke 2:25). On this day, the Holy Spirit led him to the 
temple (Luke 2:27). Perhaps Simeon had other plans for the day, but he obeyed the call 
of the Spirit. All sorts of priests, scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees would have been 
in the temple, yet none of them saw what Simeon saw – the Consolation of Israel. 

I’m sure the temple was busy, and everyone had their tasks to accomplish for the 
day. There would have been sacrifices to make, offerings to burn, cleansings to be 
observed, and more. But in their rush, they missed the presence of the Son of God.  

Now, I’m an expert To-Do list maker, so I can relate to all the distracted people who 
missed the child in their midst. But I don’t ever want to miss what the Holy Spirit 
has for me to see, to do, and to learn each day.

As we go about our daily lives, are we being led by the Spirit? Are we open to the 
direction of the Spirit? Are we looking and listening for His guidance? Perhaps you 
have found yourself distracted by the busyness of the holidays. Maybe the Lord 
is calling you to stop fixating on these distractions and instead make room for the 
Spirit to move. What is the Holy Spirit revealing about Himself to you this Advent 
season?

D E C E M B E R  23 ,  2 0 23  // Day 27
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MAT THEW 1 : 18–25

GOD WITH  US

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 
as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,  
but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
—Matthew 1:18–25

I never loved the word “condescend” until I heard it used to describe Jesus in a 
seminary theology class. Until then, I had thought of a condescending remark as a 
putdown, and condescending people as those who treated others as beneath them.

But taken back to its Latin roots, “condescend” literally means to come down. 
Figuratively, it means to willingly lower oneself to the level of an inferior (con 
= together; descendere = go down). “Condescending” took on a marvelous new 
meaning for me when I considered that this is what God did when He took on the 
flesh of a human infant and lived among us. 

Prior to the birth of Jesus, we knew God as the distant and mysterious Great I Am. 
We saw Him from afar, through the prophets and the Law. His presence would 
come and go from His people (Exodus 33:3; 2 Kings 24:20). But 700 years before 
the baby Jesus took His first breath that night in Bethlehem, God promised us 
Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14). God said He would come take up residence right where we 
live. And He did.

John put it this way, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us…” ( John 1:14). 
“Dwelt among us” literally means, He pitched His tent among us. The Almighty 
Creator of the universe stripped Himself of majesty, set aside His dignity, and came 
down to join us creatures of dust (Genesis 2:7) so that we might know Him. 



D E C E M B E R  2 4 ,  2 0 23  // Day 28
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The old hymn, “Down From His Glory” marvels in this truth:

Down from His glory, 
Ever living story, 
My God and Savior came, 
And Jesus was His name. 
Born in a manger, 
To His own a stranger, 
A Man of sorrows, tears, and agony.

What condescensioncondescension, 
Bringing us redemption; 
That in the dead of night, 
Not one faint hope in sight, 
God, gracious, tender, 
Laid aside His splendor, 
Stooping to woo, to win, to save my soul.

William Emmanuel Booth-Clibborn, 1921

Rightly called Immanuel, Jesus truly is “God with us!” He is the One who came 
down to where we live and then promised, “I am with you always, to the end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20). There is only one response to such self-effacing, sacrificial 
love from One so exalted: “Oh, come let us adore Him!”

Jenny Denning 




