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So you take a couple of AP classes, they go well and you feel pretty good about most of the materials. The exam in May seems far away. Do you need to start learning? The answer is that depends! Every student and every exam is different. However, my general advice is to start training no later than the middle of the school year. (It would be after a winter
break for most of you.) Why the middle of the year? Keep reading to find out! I will also discuss how many hours you should plan your training based on how the course is going and what score you aim for. Then I will present some strategies for determining how you should balance the overall conceptual review of the material and dedicated to preparing the
exam as passing practical exams. Finally, I will make suggestions as to when and how you should study based on a common course topic (mathematics, science, foreign language, and so on.) Please note that in this article I am going to generally assume that you are taking the class for which you are going to pass the AP exam. For self-study, see my article
on studying for AP exams without taking the class 2020 AP Test Changes due to COVID-19 Due to the covid-19 coronavirus pandemic, AP tests will now be conducted remotely, and information on how this will work is still evolving. Keep up to date with the latest test dates, AP online review and what this means for you in our article of frequently asked
questions AP COVID-19. 3 reasons you should start learning for your AP exams by the middle of the year as I see there are three reasons why you should start studying for you AP exams in earnest by the middle of the school year. Reason 1: You will know a good amount of course stuff by the middle of the school year, you will be covered with enough
material in the classroom that you will be able to answer a decent amount of practical questions and problems without wanting to snatch your hair in despair. If you start looking at AP practice exams in October, you've only learned some of the course material, so they'll have a limited application for you. Reason 2: Avoiding Kram! The middle of the year is
also still early enough that you don't have to cram in for the exam. You will have plenty of time to familiarize yourself with the exam format and make sure you understand the content of the course. The main danger of waiting too late to prepare you may find that there is a segment of course material that you don't really understand, or a section about the test
that is very foreign to you, so if you start in the middle of the year, you can be sure you will have enough time to fully prepare. The only cramming you have to do is have these delicious cookies in your mouth. Reason 3: Pacing yourself Another advantage of starting early is that you don't necessarily spend hours and hours a week to hit your target number
which will help you later in the semester when things are busy and you may not be able to devote a whole weekend of cramming to the AP exam. If you are in a particularly content-heavy course, you should probably review the class material during the first semester so that it stays fresh. Overall, however, the middle of the year will give you plenty of time to
refresh the material, identify any gaps in your knowledge, and prepare for the exam format. What if you are in the Semester-Long Course? Some schools offer semester-long AP courses. If you are in one of them, should you still start studying in the middle of the year? It depends on when you take the class. If you take a class during the first semester, save
the middle year as a starting point. You basically start training as soon as the class is over. This is for two reasons: first, you will know all the materials before you start studying for the exam, so you can take practical tests and write essays without being concerned that there may be questions about the material you have not yet studied. Secondly, training in
the second half of the year will help you remember the material. Keeping it fresh in your mind will be much easier than trying to play a catch-up in a few weeks leading up to the exam. If this is only the second semester of the AP course, you are less in danger of forgetting the material, but you also have less time to study. It is ok. Semester long APs don't
cover as much material as a full year of them, so just as long as you're doing well in class, you can afford to wait up to four to six weeks before the exam to put your training in full gear. However, if there are any concepts you don't clear or that seem fuzzy, try to find out them as soon as you realize there is a problem. This will save you a lot of heartache
during the learning process. Not so fuzzy. How many hours do I have to study for my AP exam? There is no magic number of hours, you need to study for an AP exam to get a certain score. There are, however, two main factors that together should give you an approximate idea of how many hours you should plan to learn. Factor 1: As you do in the course If
you're acing exams and stuff clicks with you at AK level, you can probably get away with studying about 15 hours for an exam and walking with 5 in your bag (remember you're distributing training during the semester, so 15 hours in total will only be about an hour and a half a week for ten weeks). If, however, you are scraping with C or B- (which is quite
respectable-these courses are difficult!) you may well devote 40 hours to getting the same score. (An added bonus is that all that extra study will probably raise your course class.) Factor 2: How well do you want Obviously, the higher you want to score, the more you need as to how you do in the know. If you aim for 3 and you have a B, you may well only
learn within 15 hours to pull it out. If you want 5, it could be more like 35 hours. See my handy table below where you can cross-reference the letter class you have with the score you want on the AP exam and the absolute minimum hours you should plan your training. (I assumed no one was aiming for a class lower than 3, the total minimum taken for a
college loan.) The more demanding the course as a whole, and the more content it covers, the more you have to plan your training. Ultimately, only you can truly estimate how much time you need to spend on training to feel comfortable with your chances of getting your target score. Mimimum Learning Time Based on Letter Score and Target Score 5 4 3 A
15 10 10 B 25 20 15 C 40 30 20 D 60 45 30 F 80 60 40 40 as you can see how many hours you need to study depends on many things, how well you do in the class, how much material there is, and your skill level in the test data. If you're great at writing essays, you won't need to spend as much time studying AP Lit and Comp as someone who fights them.
In general, it is better to spread the preparation over time - a couple of months, at least as opposed to doing massive cramming. Crumming will stress you, especially in May, when you are probably also trying to wrap projects and study for exams in other classes. If you have an idea of how many hours you will need to study for an exam, how should you
spend those hours? Read on for my recommendations on balancing the overall course material review with the dedicated exam preparation. Exploring slowly and steady is like a snail. Say it five times faster. General Review vs Dedicated Prep Exam: How Much Each? Once you determine how much time you are going to spend on training, you have to
decide how you are going to spend that time. There are, generally speaking, two types of training you can do for the AP. You can view course material through, or you can prepare specifically for the exam by taking practical questions, writing essay practice, and so on. Obviously, in order to do well on the exam, you have to have a good idea of the material.
But understanding the material isn't always enough to ace an exam. Many AP exams have parts that test special skills such as DB in history exams, so it's good to prepare for the actual exam format as well. Understanding the material as a foundation, and doing well on the exam is like building a strong house on that foundation. So how do you split the exam
preparation time? What should I focus on? All in all, I'd like to focus more on considering the material when you start your studies, especially if you decide to do any training during the first semester. Before you know a decent amount of quantity taking practical tests etc will just be frustrating because there will be a lot of questions that you have no idea how to
answer. When you pass the middle of the class, you can start to familiarize yourself with the exam format. Familiarity with the format will become increasingly important over time. Thus, the closer you are to the day of the exam, the more the balance will move from material review to preparation for the exam. So you'll know you have a solid foundation before
you start trying to build a house on it! You can also (politely!) ask your teacher what you will do in preparation for the AP in particular. If you're going to do a lot of dedicated exam preparation exercises during class, you may not need to do just as much outside. If you're just trying to race headlong through the material, so you're not yet learning on The First
World War stuff on exam day, you'll know that it will be pretty much up to you to familiarize yourself with the exam format. Remember that no matter what you learn in class, it will get you passing this exam on the day of the test, so you end up responsible for your own training. Now that we have discussed the balancing of conceptual reviews and special
training, I have some more specific recommendations based on the overall subject of the exam. You are as majestic as this faucet, and better prepared for the AP exam. When and how to start training for AP Exams based on the content of the general guidelines I have given so far will hold for most, if not all, AP exams. However, it is worth calling out that the
best way to use your learning time, and when you should ideally think about preparing, will vary quite a lot between exams. In the following section I give my recommendations on the study based on the general theme of the course. When and how to start learning on AP math tests in general, math courses is cumulative-everything you learn is based on what
you've learned before. So the most important thing you can do to prepare for an exam like AP Calculus is to make sure you learn the concept once it is clear that you are struggling with them. If you're bad at the test in class, it's time to try to find out that the stuff is clearly not in the two weeks leading up to the AP exam, it's right after you realize that you won't
get it. There's no shame in that! There are some tough, tough concepts in these classes. Overall, making sure you really learn stuff as you go along is the best thing you can do for your AP exam score. So basically, it's time to start learning APS maths immediately, making sure you know the material back and forth as it is being presented to you. When and
how Learning for Science AP Tests Most AP Sciences Chemistry, Physics and Biology-cover a lot of material and have a reputation for being quite difficult. This is another category where proper study study get-go is pretty important, and where content is probably more important than a test format. Don't get me wrong, it will still help you be familiar with the
overall exam format, but much of your energy should be focused on making sure you understand all the huge swaths of material throughout the year. Focus on content throughout the year and format after the middle. Space: The last frontier that is not your AP exam. When and how to start learning in a foreign language AP tests to build a solid foundation in
a foreign language, the constant practice is the name of the game. If your high school class is pretty intense, you may not have to learn as much outside, although brushing on vocab and grammar rules sometimes to stay sharp is a good idea. It will also help you do things like watch TV or movies in the language you are learning and read books. This will
certainly help you do dedicated AP test training, but most importantly, bringing your language skills as close to fluency as you can and you can work for a year to do so. It is also quite common to adopt a foreign LANGUAGE AP in a language that you grew up speaking at home. This means that you probably already have a phenomenal foundation in the
language, but you still have to prepare. On the one hand, you have to brush up on all these pesky grammar rules; It can be surprisingly difficult to remember specific grammar rules for a language that you have mastered. You should also practice writing a 100-year-old essay. Freehold won't carry you all the way if you can't give AP graders what they want.
When and how to start learning in English YASYKE AP tests The most important thing you can do to practice for two English AP exams is to practice essays. You should hone your essay time skills for all the different types of essays that appear on this exam, and carefully examine the rubric. This is an examination area where a common english language
proficiency is certainly helpful, but developing AP-rubric-specific essay writing skills will make a huge difference in ultimate success. So when should you start writing essay practice? I would advise getting your start pretty early this year - around or even up to the middle, so you can estimate how much extra practice you should put in for the year. If things go
well, you'll know that you don't need as many out-of-class prep hours. When and how to begin studying the history of the AP Trials The main problem with studying historical material is that it can be quite disjointed: you learn about the Civil War and then do not return to it, you learn the French Revolution inside and the, and then will not be tested again until
the AP, and so on. Here's Keeping historical information fresh is important and you should do so throughout the year. You may have to do more The content review for the AP History exams, and start reviewing old content earlier than for any other AP, simply because so much of the exam depends on your ability to recall historical facts and details.
Obviously, a sense of general historical trends is very important, but sometimes a dip back into a tutorial will go a long way to helping you remember the peskier little details. Sands details like who this lady is. When to start training for AP Exams - The conclusions since you can see exactly when you need to start training for your AP exam depends on several
factors. All in all, the last thing you should start studying for the exam is in the middle of the school year. The number of hours you should plan to devote to your studies depends both on how you are doing the course and on what your target score is. Consideration of conceptual material is more important at the beginning of the year, while specific AP
preparation for the exam becomes more visible later. How much to weigh a particular exam depends on a particular exam and your own knowledge and skill level. That's a lot to consider. But if you are studying how you go and balance the content of the review with the dedicated training test, you can go to the test with confidence. What's next? Need help
registering for upcoming AP exams? Check out our article on the registration of tests and AP classes.  Still considering which AP classes to take next year? Let us help you with our guide to scheduling the AP.  If you are taking the SAT this year, be sure to check out our guide to the new SAT, which was offered for the first time on March 5 this year!  Want to
improve your SAT score by 160 points or your ACT score by 4 points? We have written a guide for each test about the 5 best strategies you should use to have a chance at improving your score. Download it for free now: now: electrician's exam study guide free download
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