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Leave your windows open at night in September, and you
craneflies bobbing about on the ceiling. 
cranefly is a common, harmless, nocturnal 
The lifecycle of a cranefly: 

- Like most insects, the Daddy Longle
stage and a very different adult form. It begins life by hatching f
a small black egg planted somewhere damp. 
leatherjackets, cranefly larvae l

- Leatherjackets live underground, at the root level of plants.
play a role in soil formation, helping to process dead organic 
matter. They also nibble the roots of plants, and can leave dead 
patches in lawns. For this reason they are considered a pest. 

- They lie dormant underground during the winter, then 
spring before pupating.  

- In late summer they re-emerge in their adult 
will live for just 10 to 15 days, enough time to mate
eggs in the soil and begin the process again.

Facts: 
- Depending on where you are in the world, 

also refer to the similar looking 
-  Craneflies are found all round the world in many 

There are over 300 different species in Britain.
Myths: 

- You may have heard the rumour th
venomous but unable to bite. They are not venomous.

- In some parts of America they are known as Mosquito Hawks, 
because they are said to eat 
larvae of some species are predatory and may eat mosquito larvae.

Season: late summer/autumncranefly 
Leave your windows open at night in September, and you’re likely to find 
craneflies bobbing about on the ceiling. Also known as Daddy Longlegs, the 

nocturnal and gangly insect.  

he Daddy Longlegs has a double life, with a larval 
stage and a very different adult form. It begins life by hatching from 

gg planted somewhere damp. Known as 
ae look like stumpy grey worms. 

underground, at the root level of plants. They 
role in soil formation, helping to process dead organic 

matter. They also nibble the roots of plants, and can leave dead 
patches in lawns. For this reason they are considered a pest.  
They lie dormant underground during the winter, then feed in the 

emerge in their adult  cranefly state. They 
will live for just 10 to 15 days, enough time to mate and lay their 
eggs in the soil and begin the process again. 

Depending on where you are in the world, ‘Daddy Longlegs’ may 
looking Cellar Spider, or Harvestmen.  

Craneflies are found all round the world in many different types. 
There are over 300 different species in Britain. 

You may have heard the rumour that Daddy Longlegs are 
to bite. They are not venomous. 

In some parts of America they are known as Mosquito Hawks, 
because they are said to eat mosquitos. They don’t, though the 
larvae of some species are predatory and may eat mosquito larvae. 
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