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A Coast Shaped by the Wind

The Outer Banks ar amous for their constant winds. These
barrier islands stretc between the Atlantic Ocean and the
Pamlico Sound, where sea breezes, nor’easters, and tropical
storms are part of everyday life.

. Sea Breezes: Gentle daytime winds blow from the ocean
toward the sound.

. Nor’easters: Powerful winter storms that can bring
strong gusts over 50 mph, pushing sand and surf inland.

- Tropical Storms & Hurricanes: Summe.r-and fallsystems
that can lift light objects and scatter debri

Wind is part of what/makes the Outer Banks béz
dynamic — constantly reshaping'dunes, beaches, and | N
marshes. But that sam’eapower can also carry away unsecured ..
items, including trash. '



When Trash Takes Flight

Strong coastal winds can easily tip over trash cans or lift
lightweight items from open containers. Once blown away,
litter becomes: |

and seabirds.
. Wildlife hazards — animals can ingest or become
- ~.entangled in trash, leading to injury or death. x
i+ Neighborhood nuisances — windblown garbage
|| clutters yards, dunes, and roadways, harming the
| natural beauty of the islands.

Even a single windy night can scatter hundreds of,pieces of
trash — and much of it endsrup in the)Nater. '
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. Assingle plastic bag can drift for miles and be mistaken by

sea turtles for a jellyfish.

. Windborne trash is one of the most common forms of
litter found during Outer Banks beach cleanups.

. Many Outer Banks towns have “secure-can” ordinances to
reduce waste scattered by storms and winds.
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https://www.epa.gov/trash-free-waters
https://www.nagsheadnc.gov/
https://www.kdhnc.com/

When the Wind Becomes Pollution: How
Securing Trash Protects Wildlife,
Beaches, and the Outer Banks

This book explains how the strong winds that make the Outer Banks
unique can also turn unsecured trash into a serious environmental
problem. The book encourages residents and visitors to secure their
garbage to protect wildlife, beaches, and coastal ecosystems.

connection to the Outer Banks of North Carolina through education, ) R
outreach, and conservation initiatives, ———

Learn more and download free educational resources at:
www.theobcc.org! S
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