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MSHS meeting: 
 

Tuesday, November 28 

7:00 pm 

Lorne Park Branch Public 

Library 

(1474 Truscott Road) 

 

Featuring guest speaker 
Kyle Neill from the Region 
of Peel Archives at PAMA, 

speaking on Hurontario 
Street: Linking Peel 
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Hurontario Street: 

Linking Peel 
Please join MSHS on 

Tuesday, November 28, 7:00 pm at 

the Lorne Park Branch Library for 

our next general meeting, featuring 

guest speaker Kyle Neill from the 

Region of Peel Archives at PAMA. 

Kyle will be speaking on their recent 

exhibition on the history of 

Hurontario Street. 

This Hurontario Street: 

Linking Peel exhibit explored the 

nearly 200 year history of Hurontario 

Street (known to some Peel residents 

as Highway 10, to others as Centre 

Road), and included a wide range of 

rare photographs, maps, and plans 

from the Peel Archives’ holdings. 

The centrepiece of the exhibit 

was a thirteen metre long aerial 

photograph of Hurontario Street 

punctuated with photographs and 

facts about local settlements, 

organizations, and residents. During 

this talk Kyle will highlight some of 

the more interesting things that staff 

discovered while researching the 

history of Hurontario, and will also 

share the hugely popular “Then and 

Now” photographs of prominent 

landmarks found along Hurontario, 

with a particular focus on the 

Mississauga area. 

 

Kyle Neill, Senior Archivist, 
Region of Peel Archives 

Derry West sign post 
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2018 MSHS 

Schedule 
(Meetings take place at the 

Lorne Park Branch Public Library, 

1474 Truscott Road unless 

otherwise noted) 
 

 

Tuesday, January 30 

7:00 pm 
Annual General Meeting & 

Show & Tell Evening 
(bring your stories!) 

 

 

***2018 Program to be 

announced in the 

January 2018 issue of 

The Lighthouse*** 
 

 

2018 MSHS Meeting Dates: 

 

Tuesday, March 27 

7:00 pm 
 
 

Tuesday, May 29 

7:00 pm 
 
 

Tuesday, July 31 

7:00 pm 
 

 

Tuesday, September 25 

7:00 pm 
 
 

Tuesday, November 27 

7:00 pm 

It all began with a match. 

 Monday, May 5
th

, 1919. It 

was a warm day, with a strong 

wind blowing out of the northwest. 

According to newspaper reports 

and tradition, a customer, possibly 

John Wilson, walked into J.M. 

Barker’s General Store in 

Erindale and purchased a cigar 

and matches. A match was lit, the 

cigar lighted, and the match 

discarded in a garbage bucket. At 

least that was the intent. The 

bucket, however, held coal oil, 

and the match was still burning. 

 J.M. Barker’s General 

Store on Dundas Street was a 

grocery store, hardware store, and 

post office. In addition to being 

the village Postmaster, John 

Barker was also a notary, justice of 

the peace, and issuer of marriage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 
Words by John Wilson, MSHS President 

and we must not forget! 

The next regular MSHS 

meeting takes place on November 

28 at Lorne Park Library and 

features a special look at the 

history of Hurontario Street. All 

are welcome, and I look forward 

to seeing you there! 

Looking ahead to January 

and 2018, please circle the date of 

January 30 for our Annual 

General Meeting and our 

traditional “show & tell” evening! 

As I write this it is the day 

before Remembrance Day . I will 

be at the Port Credit Service as I 

am every year , always glad of the 

large turnout. Pause for a moment 

, think of what would have 

happened if it was not for those 

brave men and women. Many of 

us have no idea what war is like. 

We remember those from our 

community who, without 

hesitation, went to Europe and 

abroad when their country called. 

Their service makes us proud, 

 
 

Country Fish & Chips 
293 Lakeshore Rd East 

Mississauga, ON 
L5G 1H3 

www.countryfishandchips.com 
(905) 278-8201 

The Great Erindale Fire of 1919 
Words by Matthew Wilkinson 

licenses. He was 

also the local coal 

oil and kerosene 

retailer. The 

bucket of coal oil 

ignited, and the 

fire quickly 

spread to the 

wooden floor 

boards. 

Story continued 
on Page 4 
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Picture from our Past 

To advertise 
in The 

Lighthouse, 
or to inquire 
about rates, 

please 
contact Jenny 

Dale at: 
jennycdale@
hotmail.com 

This picture from our past shows the Cooksville General Store at the 
southeast corner of Hurontario Street and Dundas Street in 1912. Note 

the intersection sign in the foreground. 

 

MSHS Membership! 
 

DON’T FORGET! 
 

 

2018 will soon be here and it is time to renew your MSHS memberships! 

We encourage you to bring friends to our meetings to hear our interesting speakers. 

mailto:missysouth@rogers.com
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Sparks rained down through the floor boards 

into the basement of the store where barrels of coal 

oil and kerosene were kept. 

 The alarm calls went out to Brampton, 

Cooksville, Port Credit, Streetsville and Toronto, and 

Erindale residents quickly formed a bucket brigade in 

a valiant but futile attempt to extinguish the blaze. 

 Immediate attempts were made to quell the 

fire, but within minutes it was clear that the old 

Erindale General Store was lost. The fire quickly 

spread, consuming the store and its stock of goods, 

the post office, and the adjoining Barker family 

home. 

 The fire then spread to the east and despite 

valiant efforts of a bucket brigade, the 100-year old 

landmark of the Royal Exchange Hotel caught fire. 

Proprietors George Merridew and his wife were able 

to get out in time, and some of the furnishings were 

removed, but little could be done to save the old 

wooden building in the hot, dry spring afternoon. 

Soon, the adjacent livery stables were also lost, as 

were, reportedly, two horses and two wagons. 

 Within 25 minutes of the alarm being raised, 

volunteer fire fighters from Port Credit, Streetsville 

and Brampton had arrived to lend assistance 

(Toronto apparently refused to send aid). They 

succeeded in stopping the fire from spreading further 

east, and saved Ward’s Mill (Ward’s Mill, later 

owned by Brown, burned itself in 1923). 

 Fanned by high winds the roaring fire leapt 

across Dundas Street, igniting the old Town Hall. 

Built around 1839 by the Magrath family, the 

building had served as a hotel and store, before being 

donated to St. Peter’s Anglican Church for use as a 

Parish Hall. In the early 1890s the old building had 

been remodeled as the Town Hall, and a small bell 

tower had been added. As the beloved building 

burned, witnesses recalled the bell tolling sadly in the 

wind and flames for several minutes, before crashing 

loose. 

 Nearby, Burke’s Implement Shop also caught 

fire several times, but firefighting efforts eventually 

extinguished the fires and saved the building. 

 Four hours after the blaze began, the fire was 

out, but Erindale would never be the same. The 

historic commercial core was gone, including 

Barker’s General Store, Post Office and House, the 

famed Royal Exchange Hotel, including its stables, 

the Town Hall, two outbuildings, and Taylor Statten’s 

barn. 

 The Barker General Store was replaced (and 

still stands today – O’Neill’s Vaccuum Centre on 

Dundas Street in the old General Store built in 1921). 

The Town Hall was replaced several years later, in 

1928, by the surviving Erindale Community Hall, 

which was built on the same site. The Royal Exchange 

Hotel, however, was sadly never replaced. 

 Thankfully there was no loss of life, but the 

face and fortune of Erindale was forever changed in 

the early afternoon of May 5
th

, 1919. 

 

The Erindale Fire … continued from Page 2 

Newspaper headline from The Globe from Tuesday, 
May 6th, 1919 

 
 

Erindale 
after the 

1919 
fire. 


