
Well Church 201: 
Maxim 2—Prayer 

November 21, 2021 

1. Spend )me with God in His Word. 
2. Pray 
3. Tithe 
4. Fellowship with others. 
5. Witness 

  In this session you will learn 3 things prayer is not; 4 things prayer is and specific ways you can develop your 
prayer life. 
  It is my prayer that you grow to experience the power and love of God in your life as you learn to pray. 

 “If you remain in Me, and My words remain in you, then you will ask for anything you wish, and you shall have 
it…in this way you become my disciples.” John 15:7-8 

  Prayer is the two-way conversa)on between us and God. Just like communica)on in any rela)onship, the 
strength of your prayer life grows with your rela)onship. In order to explain what prayer is, let me first tell you 
three things prayer is not: 

3 Things Prayer is NOT: 

1. Prayer is not magical power. Be sure to remember that power resides in God, not in prayer. If we’re not 
careful we’ll begin to approach prayer like a magic wand where, if we learn the right words, we can “hocus 
pocus” God into delivering “tricks.” That is NOT the purpose of prayer!  

2. Prayer is not ge5ng God to do what you want Him to do. When Jesus taught His disciples to pray He didn’t 
say, “may Your will be done in heaven as it is on earth.” Instead He prayed “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.”  

3. Prayer is not a formula. Some people would have me deliver a step by step plan to help you to develop your 
prayer life. But how does one develop love? Love is developed but it is unique to each person and an individual 
journey. Just like the love you experience between yourself and your spouse, children, friends or family is built 
through interac)on with one another, so prayer develops as you interact with God. 

4 Things Prayer IS: 
  Prayer was created by God as His chosen means for interac)ng and communica)ng with us in a dynamic, 
in)mate personal rela)onship. When we pray, we yield ourselves to His Lordship and His authority…then God 
responds to our prayers according to His plans. This is the way we partner with Him in His kingdom work. 
  
1. Prayer is a privilege. 
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house 
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of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:10-22 NIV 

  When Jesus died on the cross the veil that separated the people from the Holy of Holies (represen)ng the 
Presence of God) was torn in two from top to bo]om. (Ma]hew 27:51  “At that moment the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bo]om. The earth shook and the rocks split.”) When God ripped the veil in 
two He declared the separa)on of man and God removed.  

  Sin separates us from God. But Jesus’ death payed sin’s price and purchased our salva)on. So today we can 
boldly go where no man could go prior to Jesus’ death on the cross. Today, we can come boldly to the throne 
of grace where Jesus’ blood paves our way. 

  Many people fail to pray because they fail to realize the powerful privilege they have to hold audience with 
God. 

2. Prayer is a partnership. 
  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.” Romans 
8:26-27 NIV 

  You do not come to pray all alone. Prayer is a two-way conversa)on. You don’t have to carry the weight of the 
success of your prayer life. If you will offer yourself to God and humbly invite Him to teach you to pray, He will 
take the lead! God Himself will teach you to pray. 

  Have you ever heard a “voice?” Not really a “voice” but an impression; call Todd, send Rhonda a note of 
encouragement, give Brent $100 for his mission trip…you know what I’m talking about? If you are a child of 
God, you can trust that “voice.” When in doubt invite God to confirm His guidance in His Word.  

  When I find myself straying when I pray I don’t try to bring my thoughts back to my list. Instead, I let my mind 
wander and ask God what He wants me to ask for there. 

  Some)mes we don’t know what is best. We are mo)vated by love but our love some)mes short changes 
itself in the name of comfort and we pray amiss. We don’t pray the deeper prayers we need to pray.  

3. Prayer is a pracGce. 
  [Jesus said] “And when you pray, …” MaXhew 6:5 NIV 

  Jesus’ disciples no)ced His ministry. Then, they no)ced His prac)ce of prayer. Prayer is more powerful when 
you prac)ce it! My friends, the reason we see so li]le evidence of the power of God demonstrated in the lives 
of His people today is because God’s people don’t pray!!  
  The best way to prac)ce prayer is every day, all the )me.  

  “Be joyful always; pray con\nually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” I Thessalonians 5:16-17 NIV 
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4. Prayer is powerful. 
  “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that it two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with 
them.” MaXhew 18:18-20 NIV 

  Watchman Nee teaches that because God gave man free will He insists on wai)ng for man to agree with Him 
freely before He will exert His will on earth. Think about that. If God is all powerful and if God’s power is all 
good…if God is all knowing and all God’s knowledge is perfect…if God is all loving and His love is unfailing… 

…what a tragedy that we don’t line our own sin-stained, limited and weak hearts and minds up with God’s! Our 
prayerlessness leaves most of what God has a mind to do; and most of what God has a will to do; UNDONE!!  
   
  We strive to be a prayer-powered church. We want to be a people who pray. Therefore we offer 
opportuni)es for you to develop your prayer lives. Here are a few: 

The 24 Hours of  Prayer 
Prayer within Well Groups  
Sundays: A worship and prayer experience 
Prayer Partnership (Prayer Chain) 

Praying the Names of God:  
The character of God is revealed in His Name. A great way to pray is to call on the “Name of the Lord.” In fact, 
God’s Word tells us not once, not twice but three )mes that: 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Joel 2:32, Acts 2:21 and Romans 10:13. 

I’ve told you once, I’ve told you twice—three )mes I’ve told you! “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved!”  

Are you alone? Call on Jehovah Shammah “God is Present with me.” Ezekiel 48:34 
Are you lost and afraid? Call on Jehova Rohi “God is my shepherd.” Psalm 23:1 
Are you in need? Call on Jehovah Jireh “The Lord my provider.” Genesis 22:14 
Are you sick? Call on Jehovah Rophe “The Lord who healeth me.” Exodus 15:26 
Are you guilty? Call on Jehovah Tsidkenu “God is my Righteousness” Jeremiah 23:6 
Have you messed up? Call on Jehovah M’Kiddish “God is my Sanc)fica)on”  
  Levi)cus 20:8 
Are you stressed or distressed because of your circumstances? Call on Jehovah Shalom “God is my peace” 
Judges 6:24 
Are you overwhelmed by conflict and confronta)on? Call on Jehovah Nissi “God is my banner.” Exodus 17:15 

Praise God for Who He is and for what He does. 

Praying Scripture: (do this with the group) 
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  When we pray God’s Word, we are in essence saying to Him, “What You say—over this person or situa)on.” 
God likes that. When we agree with Him on earth we are living the answer to Jesus’ prayer when He said, “Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” This is a powerful way to pray! 
  Here are suggested prayers for you. 

Father, We praise You because You are the Lord. We sing praises to You—all of us do! You rule over the na)ons 
therefore we place our hope in You. Oh God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in You so that we 
may overflow with hope by the power of Your Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:11-13) 

Oh God, You are faithful. Our confidence is not in ourselves, we are confident because You will keep us strong 
to the end. You will make us blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. You’ve called us into fellowship with 
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, and You are faithful. (I Corinthians 1:8-9) 

Father, let all that we do as Your people be demonstra)ons of the Spirit’s power. Don’t allow us to depend on 
wise and persuasive words or tac)cs but rather on the Spirit’s power so that the faith we proclaim will not rest 
on men’s wisdom but on God’s power.  
(I Corinthians 2:4-5) 

What then shall we say in response to the world? If God is for us, who can be against us? You, Oh Lord who did 
not spare Your own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will You not also, along with Him, graciously give us 
all things? (Romans 8:31-32) 

Thank You, Lord that we are more than conquerors through You who love us. For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present not the future, not any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all crea)on, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  
(Romans 8:37-39) 

Father, thank You that You demonstrated Your own love for us in this: while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. (Romans 5:8) 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God. (I John 3:1) 

And that is what we are! The reason the world doesn’t know us is that it didn’t know Him. Dear friends, now 
we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Jesus 
appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. Thank you Lord that we are Your very own children. 
(I John 3:2) 

Father, we have confidence before You that we can ask for anything! Because we obey Your commands and do 
what pleases You. (I John 3:21-22) 

Lord we ask that You pour Your very own love not only in us but also through us. Since You so loved the world, 
we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen You but if we love one another, You live in us, and 
Your love will be made complete in us. (I John 4:11-12) Our neighbors, loved ones, and coworkers will know 
You because they will experience Your love. 
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And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that 
you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless un)l the day of Christ, filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9-11) 

Oh God, may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been 
crucified to me and I to the world. This world has nothing that compares to the glory of knowing You. I will 
crucify any desire, any lust, anything in this world that a]empts to lure me away from You. Thank You for the 
peace and mercy that dwell in me as I do this very thing. (Gala)ans 6:14-16) 

Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  
(Hebrews 11:1) 

And without faith it is impossible to please You, because anyone who comes to You must believe that You exist 
and that You reward those who earnestly seek You. Oh God, we believe! (Hebrews 11:6) 

Father, let us not be like those who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled, pupng on faith and love 
as a breastplate and the hope of salva)on as a helmet. For You didn’t appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive 
salva)on through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
(I Thessalonians 5:6-9) 

As we pray for awakening, Lord we acknowledge the truth that though we live in the world, we do not wage 
war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of this world. On the contrary, they 
have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God and we take cap)ve every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  
(I Corinthians 10:3-5) 

Father You are Lord—gracious, compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  
(Psalm 145:8) 

I wait for You. My soul waits, and in Your Word, I put my hope. (Psalm 130:5) 

ACTS (reference this tool in their student books): 
  This is perhaps the most well known “method” for praying. It’s a great way to start developing your personal 
prayer )me: 

Adora)on: Spend a few minutes praising God for who He is. Read a Psalm or think of a name or characteris)c 
of God to coincide with each le]er of the alphabet. If you are musical, sing or listen to a song and simply 
reflect on the goodness of God. Adore Him. 

Confession: When you come into the holy Presence of God we oqen are reminded of our sinful state. Allow 
God access to the hidden places in your heart. Let Him show you what aptudes and behaviors are not pleasing 
to Him. Admit these…Lord, I agree with You that I am wrong when I yell at my children. The root of that 
behavior is in my aptude of self-righteousness. Father I confess my sin of self, and ask You to forgive me for 
that. Take that sin out of me. 
  Go through each ac)on and aptude that’s surfaced since the last )me you and God did business with sin. 
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Thanksgiving: This is different than adora)on, in that you focus on specific people, objects, circumstances…
ways God’s blessed your life. As you grow in your rela)onship with Him, you may discover that God intends for 
you to be thankful for even the things you don’t necessarily “like.”  

Supplica)on: This is the part that comes easy—ask! The Bible says we have not because we ask not. God will 
guide the asking when you pray in the ACTS way. 

 We believe that prayer is the ac)vity that God chooses to channel His power through. Therefore we pray. 
Please prayerfully consider the many opportuni)es to par)cipate in prayer at home, The Well, or anywhere 
else, be involved! It is our goal that you will pray: 

Personally 
With your spouse 
With your family 
With partners 
With your church family 

Father, teach us to pray. Amen. 

Philippians 4:4-7 
  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and pe\\on, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

When you pray, you will grow in your rela)onship with Him. This is perhaps the least exercised of the 5 
Maxims.  

The Maxims are: 

1. Spend )me with God in His Word. 
2. Pray 
3. Worship 
4. Fellowship with others. 
5. Witness 

  I trust you will con)nue developing these 5 Maxims of Spiritual Growth as you grow in your rela)onship with 
Christ. 
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