
 Lesson Plan 
Micro Lesson Video Link: https://youtu.be/DiSxo0utVf4  

 
 

Business/Materials 
 

Lesson Objectives 
 
Adults 18+ 
Basic 
 
“Leonardo da Vinci (1452 -1519)” 
BBC History, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/histor
ic_figures/da_vinci_leonardo.shtml  
(Text in handout) 
 
 

 
1. Learners will be introduced to Past Simple 

Passive Voice, by producing a piece of creative 
writing.  

2. Learners will learn about the genre of biography 
(with the example of Leonardo da Vinci), by 
discussing and paraphrasing (narrating in their 
own words) the text given.   

 
 

 
Warm-up and Objective Discussion (5 min.) 

 
1. Ask students if they know any Renaissance painter, or if they have ever heard of 

Leonardo da Vinci or his painting “Mona Lisa”. 
2. Bring to students’ attention the structure of “I was born” and discuss the notion of 

passive voice.  
3. Ask students to tell you what they think of passive voice might be. And, write their 

answers to the board 
4. Let learners know that “today” they learn about passive voice through the biography of 

Leonardo da Vinci.  
 
 
 

Instruct and Model (15 min.) 
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• Instruction (5 min.) 
o Explain to learners what passive voice is grammatically, its uses and meanings. 

• Model (10 min) 
o Teacher reading the article aloud; stressing on passive voice forms. 
o Students will need to underline all past tenses. And discuss their findings into 

class.  
 
 

Guided Practice (10 min.) 
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• Students are encouraged to reread the story by themselves. Each paragraph for each 

student, trying to hear the Voice of the author.  
• Ask learners: Do you have any unknown words? Let’s guess their meaning! 
• Set the creative writing topic: Write your own biography to be upload into classroom 

blog. 
 

 Basic   Intermediate   Advanced 

https://youtu.be/DiSxo0utVf4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/da_vinci_leonardo.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/da_vinci_leonardo.shtml


 
 

 
Independent Practice (20 min.) 
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• Tell students to respond to the writing topic above, using the Blogger platform.  
• Teacher should circulate class and monitor possible arising issues. 

 
 

Assessment (10 min.) 
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Ask students to comment in Blogger on a partner’s writing, paying attention to the use of 
passive voice. 
 
 
 
 

 



Leonardo da Vinci (1452 -1519) 
 

 
Figure 1 Image source : http://viztvdocumentaryfilms.com/leonardo-da-vinci-the-man-behind-the-shroud/ 
(19/11/17). 

Da Vinci was one of the great creative minds of the Italian Renaissance, hugely 
influential as an artist and sculptor but also immensely talented as an engineer, 
scientist and inventor. 

Leonardo da Vinci was born on 15 April 1452 near the Tuscan town of Vinci, the 
illegitimate son of a local lawyer. He was apprenticed to the sculptor and 
painter Andrea del Verrocchio in Florence and in 1478 became an independent 
master. In about 1483, he moved to Milan to work for the ruling Sforza family as 
an engineer, sculptor, painter and architect. From 1495 to 1497 he produced a 
mural of 'The Last Supper' in the refectory of the Monastery of Santa Maria delle 
Grazie, Milan. 

Da Vinci was in Milan until the city was invaded by the French in 1499 and the 
Sforza family forced to flee. He may have visited Venice before returning to 
Florence. During his time in Florence, he painted several portraits, but the only 
one that survives is the famous 'Mona Lisa' (1503-1506). 

http://viztvdocumentaryfilms.com/leonardo-da-vinci-the-man-behind-the-shroud/


 
Figure 2 Image source : http://webneel.com/daily/4-leonardo-da-vinci-mona-lisa (19/11/17). 

In 1506, da Vinci returned to Milan, remaining there until 1513. This was 
followed by three years based in Rome. In 1517, at the invitation of the French 
king Francis I, Leonardo moved to the Château of Cloux, near Amboise in France, 
where he died on 2 May 1519. 

The fame of Da Vinci's surviving paintings has meant that he has been 
regarded primarily as an artist, but the thousands of surviving pages of his 
notebooks reveal the most eclectic and brilliant of minds. He wrote and drew on 
subjects including geology, anatomy (which he studied in order to paint the 
human form more accurately), flight, gravity and optics, often flitting from 
subject to subject on a single page, and writing in left-handed mirror script. He 

http://webneel.com/daily/4-leonardo-da-vinci-mona-lisa


'invented' the bicycle, airplane, helicopter, and parachute some 500 years ahead 
of their time. 

If all this work had been published in an intelligible form, da Vinci's place as a 
pioneering scientist would have been beyond dispute. Yet his true genius was not 
as a scientist or an artist, but as a combination of the two: an 'artist-engineer'. 
His painting was scientific, based on a deep understanding of the workings of the 
human body and the physics of light and shade. His science was expressed 
through art, and his drawings and diagrams show what he meant, and how he 
understood the world to work. 

 

Text source: BBC History, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/da_vinci_leonardo.shtml 
(19/11/17).  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/da_vinci_leonardo.shtml
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