
 
 

May we place our faith in the hope of 
the risen Christ. 

In the knowledge that every effort to 
end injustice, to bring peace and to 
speak out for the oppressed, is an 
effort that God blesses, that God 
wants, and that God asks us for. Amen  

Blessing from St Francis  
 
May God bless us with discomfort at 
easy answers, half-truths, superficial 
relationships. 
So that we will live deep within your 
heart  
 
May God bless us with anger at 
injustice, oppression and exploitation 
of people. 
So that we will work for justice, equity 
and peace  
 
May God bless us with tears to shed 
for those who suffer from pain, 
rejection, starvation and war. 
So that we will reach out your hand to 
comfort them and change their pain to 
joy  
 
And may God bless us with the 
foolishness to think that we can make 
a difference to the world 
So that we will do the things which 
others tell us cannot be done  
Amen  
 
Peace to the whole earth  
Peace to all peoples  
Peace to one another  
Peace within  
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Invitation to Worship 
Grace squeezes the light 
Into the darkest places 
It shines through the shadows  
To lead us home  
 
All you who are thirsty, this is the place 
for water  
All you who are hungry, this is the 
place to be fed  
Why spend your earnings on what is 
not food?  
Why pay for that which fails to satisfy?  
Here, without money 
Here, without price 
All may enjoy the bread of heaven  
God speaks, and all who listen will 
have life  
 

Confession  
O Lord our God, you know our frailties:  
Forgive the self-doubt and fear that 
keep us watching other’s pain from 
a distance 
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
O Lord our God, you call us by name: 
Forgive our resistance to what you 
ask of us 
Christ have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
 



 
 

O Lord our God, you offer us the way 
of the cross and you continue to 
believe in us: 
Help us to be willing participants on 
an unknown journey, believing that 
you take the little we offer and use it 
to make a difference. 
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
The Lord our God knows us, calls us, 
offers the cross and believes in us. He 
will help us to hear his voice this 
morning, so we may be ready and 
willing to serve him again.  
 
May the God of love, who can 
resurrect in us that which feels long 
dead, bring us home, forgive us 
our sins, and assure us of love 
eternal, through Jesus Christ our 
Risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
Affirmation 
 
I believe in God 
The Eternal Father 
Who does not force or coerce 
But loves us as a mother loves her 
children 
The creator of all 
Who detests injustice and loves 
truth 
Yet seems distant and remote from 
this world’s suffering  

I believe in Jesus Christ 
God’s only son 
Who was born in poverty 
In a country under occupation 
Escaped a genocide, and became a 

refugee A man who taught peace 
and forgiveness Challenged the 
pursuit of money Denounced the 
dogma of the religious Touched the 
untouchable  

And scandalised polite society 
Yet gave up his life to proclaim that 
there is hope That love is stronger 
than death  

I believe in the Holy Spirit 
The counsellor 
Who comes from the Father and 
Son to guide and comfort us To 
transform our fear and grant us 
peace 
Yet challenges and convicts us 
To shine the light and life of God 
Which the darkness can never 
overcome 
Into our hurting world today  

A prayer for Peace 

A broken body taken down from the 
cross. Jesus who gave himself over to 
death, trusting that the love that 
brought forth the world, would raise 
him from the dead and that injustice 
would not have the final say.  

We pray for the wounded, broken 
people of the world.  

As hopes disappear and falsehoods 
grow, may we challenge the easy 
political answers that 2,000 years ago 
condemned an innocent man to death 
and today condemn so many people to 
life among the rubble, cut-off and 
abandoned  

May we commit not to forget, not to 
stay silent, not to wait for the next 
wave of mass of destruction and 
death.  


