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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation
efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed
and used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.



http://www.theobcc.org/

BRER

@\/f‘ ;
\r)r rﬂrn 3 \

BANKS / n: The Graveyard of the

-

ung. sanas; a

=IO XY




i Ecologlcal Value;

Qler tlme, wrecks evolve into thriving
artificial reefs, providing a stable surface where corals,
sponges, and seaweed can grow. They attract fish,
crustaceans, and even sea turtles, enhancing local
biodiversity.

. Educational Value: Many wrecks within the Cape Hatteras
National Seashore and nearby sanctuaries serve as
underwater classrooms. Divers, students, and scientists
study them to better understand both history and ocean
ecology — a perfect union of past and present.
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! The North Carollna Office of State Archaeology operates
the Underwater Archaeology Branch.

. Marine Scientists and Universities: Conduct surveys of
coral growth, fish populations, and environmental changes
at wreck sites — balancing conservation with responsible
diving tourism.

Local Museums and Nonprofits: Organizations like the
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum in Hatteras educate the
public, turning these hidden relics into accessible, meaningful
stories.
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. They shelter juvenlle fish, crabs, and Iobsters from
predators.

. They anchor coral, algae, and sponge growth, creating
vertical reef structures that mimic natural rock
formations.

. They attract migratory species like amberjack, barracuda,
and sea turtles, forming hotspots of biodiversity that
benefit both ecosystems and local fisheries.

Each wreck becomes an ecological monument — proof that
even in loss, new life finds a foothold.
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Threats to Underw ter He

Despite their resnllence, shi‘pWrecksTface mouh‘tmg challenges
from both nature and human activity:

. Salvage and Looting: Removing artifacts destroys their
archaeological context, erasing crucial historical data.

- Pollution: Qil residues, heavy metals, and microplastics
weaken structural materials and harm surrounding
marine life.

. Climate Change: Warming seas and stronger storms
accelerate corrosion, displace wrecks, and alter local
marine conditions.

. - Unregulated Diving and Anchoring: Can physically
damage fragile wreck structures and the coral or sponge
life that grows on them.

Each of these threats underscores the need for responsible
stewardship — not just by scientists, but by everyone who
enjoys our coast.
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https://monitor.noaa.gov/
https://www.ncdcr.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/caha/learn/historyculture/shipwrecks.htm
https://graveyardoftheatlantic.com/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://archaeology.ncdcr.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/climate
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Outer Banks Coastal C ?tlo,h (OBCC) ) hqrjprgﬁt organization
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dedicated to fosterin’é :ntal stewardship and a deeper connection
to the Outer Banks of Ndi"‘t- olina through education, outreach, and

conservation initiatives.

Learn more and download free educational resources at:
www.theobcc.org.

@

OUTER BANKS
COASTAL
CONSERVATION

9798951232427
ISBN 979-8-951232-42-7



http://www.theobcc.org/

