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Media and Promotional Pack
(And other cheeky little things you need to know!)
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Not many people would disagree that the 1950s was the most glamorous period to be an air-hostess - a 
relatively new profession in an era between the war years of the 1940s and the social revolution of the 
1960s.

For the air-hostess this was the first time she would have a career outside the military, and see the 
world without having to resettle in another part of it.

The work was hard and the hours long, but for a generation of girls who had lived through the war, this 
was nothing  unusual. In fact, many of the first stewardesses were ex military, and those who weren’t 
competed against many others girls from good families and schools for these prestigious positions.

When Damien Gen’s (Trevor Jenkins) decided to discover a historian who in turn would discover the missing 
‘Dear Kitty Diaries’ of a certain Miss Jennifer Joyes (one of the infamous Airsupport Girls of the 1950s) 
he wasn’t sure what and whom his historian would uncover. All he knew was that in the 1950s the 
Airsupport Girls were as notorious as the airline founder’s grandfather was at London’s ‘Hell Fire Club’, 
but with a generous amount of glamour, style and well-read  sophistication thrown in.

Although a small amount was known about the Airsupport Girls, through Jen Joyes books, it was only 
after the discovery of the ‘Dear Kitty Diaries’ that a true insight was gained. As these valuable 
manuscripts are still being edited, we hope this media pack will give you a rough insight  into some of the 
inspiring characters at ‘Airsupport International Airways’. In London society they were known as
 ! ! ! !     
              “Damien Gen’s International Bright Young Things”
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Damien Gen(london) are proud to introduce our ‘Office and Fly’ range of support tights with reinforced toes and 
control top in the four most popular colours for office and cabin crew personnel.

This range uses contemporary fabrics Dupont Lycra and Coolmax to give a strong but silky feel that will support 
our customers through their busy and demanding day, whether at 3 or 30,000 feet!

Each of our four popular colours is represented by one of the glamorous Airsupport Girls, made famous by the 
‘Dear Kitty Diaries’

Our product characters, Hilary Burton, Meryl Gearson, katie Day and Jane Amos, tell the story of “Airsupport 
International Airways” starting in 1952 through the words of Jen Joyes, the youngest of the crew. A brief 
introduction  to the Airsupport Girls is given on the back of the packaging and you can follow their stories on 
the airsupport website as well as joining them on Facebook, Twitter and seeing pictures from their adventures on 
Flickr.

On Airsupport’s Youtube channel you will be able to see Airsupport 1950s training films as well as some 
recently discovered archive films of the airline founder Sir Damien Gen and the company’s Chief Instructor 
Catherine Delancey. Other characters will be introduced at a later date.

The Airsupport Girls have been designed to show the fun side of retro interest in the 1950s as well as fitting 
our characters in to real life world events of that fantastic decade.

We don’t use professional models. All our character drawings are based on real cabin crew. Then with the help of skillful 
artists they are carefully converted into the water colour paintings you see on the packaging.
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The packaging has been designed to be eye catching with an immediate retro visual effect. So you won’t have to spend ages 
looking for your usual pair. With each style and colour having its own Airsupport Girl, you just have  to look for the 
colour size band at the top of the packaging for those days when you in a hurry! Airsupport comes in four sizes, Small, 
Medium, Large and Extra large.

The packing has been designed to draw upon the post war optimism of the 1950s when an exciting time dawned, and the 
promise of travel, fashion and a new way of living. All our packaging is 100% Recyclable.

Tights, Luggage labels and make-up bags are the debut product for the Airsupport brand, with a selection of passport 
holders, body sprays, greeting cards to follow.
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Inspiration and Influences:
To create the world of the Airsupport Girls, many influences were drawn 
upon from history, literary fiction and the fashion world. Damien 
Gen(London) Ltd set out to create a brand that would convey and contain 
all the above elements.

Firstly, Damien Gen’s own design brief stipulated that he wanted girls 
who really worked as cabin crew to model for the fine art water colours 
he waned to produce.

The use of the watercolours is an integral part of the brand - from the 
use of the colours to the drawings themselves. The influences for the 
characters were based on people Damien Gen knew, books from that era 
(especially ‘Before There Were Trolley Dollies’, by Angela Waller and 
‘Golden Age of the Air Stewardess’ by Libbie Escolme Schmidt). Also 
influential were the paintings of the artist Jaak De Koninck, and research 
from RAF Hendon Museum, and the history of Croydon and Hurn 
Airports, and of course Heathrow aka London Airport.

This is just the opening chapter in what could be a very interesting 
journey...!

Who’d have thought it would turn out the way it did!
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Stop Press......!
Introducing damien gen’s latest product.
the “Meryl” & Katie make up bags.
designed with input from cabin crew and 
using the Airsupport retro water colours. 
The Meryl  & Katie bags are sized:
14 x 21 x 5cm which makes the bag the 
ideal size for cabin baggage.

More sizes and characters to follow!

The Meryl bag will be available on the 
Airsupport web site.
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