
 

Newsletter - Autumn 2019 

Nine years since we were launched! 

 
We warmly welcome you to the 

 

Friends of Horsted Keynes Church Annual Meeting 
 

Monday 7th October in St. Giles Church 
 

Please come and hear about another active, innovative year of fundraising, and of 
contributions we’ve been able to make to the maintenance and upkeep of our beautiful 
church and churchyard.  Come and encourage us, and in turn take encouragement. 
 
Once again we plan to complete our formalities swiftly and then move to our guest speaker:  
 

John Older 
 

A VILLAGE EDUCATION 
– THE EARLY YEARS OF ST GILES AND TWYFORD SCHOOLS 

 

John has had a life-long interest in the development of education. He has now retired 
from his position as Vice Master of University College School, London and a Principal 
Examiner for A level Chemistry. Since coming to live in Chelwood Gate he has been 
researching the foundation and history of primary schools in the area.  For the past four 
years he has been a Governor of Danehill Primary School and a committee member of 
Danehill Parish Historical Society.  
 

John is an experienced, well informed and entertaining speaker.  The talk will cover the 
background events leading to the foundation of St Giles school and the years that 
followed.  Some details of school life at Twyford (which was established in 1840) will also 
be included.  

 
 

A class at St. Giles in 1886 

 



Our Year 
Since (and including) our last annual meeting, we’ve had another very successful year for 
the Friends, with old favourites but also very new types of fundraising events arranged, and 
good village entertainments provided. Thanks to the work of the church’s Fabric Committee 
and Churchyard Committee and to the funds raised by the Friends, our fine old church and 
its lovely churchyard have continued to be beautifully looked after. 

Our Committee 
Sarah Cooper continues to serve as our Chairman, and Kay MacNaughton as Deputy 
Chairman.  Phil Green is our Treasurer still, and James Nicholson is our Secretary.  But 
beyond these roles there are many other special talents, and everyone is involved in 
everything.  Dawn Hitchen, Margaret Davey and Lawrence Allan complete the team.  We 
continue to be joined at most of our meetings by Martin Govas, serving as our liaison man 
with the Church Council. 
 

Our Events 
Right from our very beginnings as a charity our founding chairman Tim always affirmed that 
among all our main purposes, the most important were first, that we should raise funds for 
the maintenance and improvement of our church and churchyard, and second, that we 
should run events which helped build up the community of the village.  We aspire to both 
aims in all we do.  We are confident that we made much progress with both in what was a 
very active and successful year for us. 
 
Annual Meeting, October 2018 
Unusually, last year’s Annual Meeting became a fund-raising event.  The Friends wanted to 
celebrate the restoration, repair and decoration of our church windows, which we had 
funded.  So many of our windows being by the firm of C.E.Kempe and Co, and its founder 
Charles Kempe, we arranged for the acknowledged expert on Kempe, Adrian Barlow, to 
address us.  Last Autumn Mr. Barlow had launched two books on Kempe and his art.  He 
described Kempe’s life and career.  Born at Ovingdean in Sussex, this county was to remain 
important to him all his life.  School at Rugby was followed by Oxford University, and later 
he took himself to Rouen in France, to Northern Germany and to the Low Countries to study 
the stained glass of the later middle ages which were so strongly to influence his work.  
Kempe’s output was extraordinary, and to this day his work can be seen in churches and 
cathedrals worldwide. 

Mr. Barlow discussed our own five Kempe windows, 
photographs of which he’d studied carefully in advance of his 
talk to us (he paid tribute to David Lamb’s excellent 
photographs). As he discussed our windows in turn, they were 
beautifully lit from outside by Peter Willis and Andrew 
Townsend.  

Mr. Barlow proved to be a very interesting and most 
compelling speaker, his talk being illustrated by excellent slides 
of the windows and other works of Kempe he discussed.  It was 
very absorbing and highly entertaining.  The event (which was 
attended by more than 70 people, and finished with wine and 
light refreshments) was a very fitting celebration of the 
refurbishment of our windows. 

 



Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, November 2018 

This event was a new departure for the Friends, though perhaps it had its roots in our 
traditional provision of Variety Nights.  The enterprise for it all came from our Deputy 
Chairman, Kay MacNaughton, who acted as impresario, producer, co-director (with Alison 
Coulson) and general inspiration.  Kay has the knack of recruiting first rate help, and then of 
trusting those who come forward; she has extraordinary insight, faith, patience and energy. 
Nicki Hickey was an inspired musical director; she gave tuition to all solo singers and 
recruited some fine fellow instrumentalists as well as her excellent supporting choir.  
Heather and David Rogers designed and 
produced interesting and effective stage flats. 
Dawn Hitchen produced marvellous costumes.  
We had very professional stage work from Phil 
Green, and the usual magic of David George 
and Peter Willis with sound and lighting.  
Above all we had a large cast of singers, 
dancers and performers, varying in age from 
seven-year-olds to octogenarians, many of 
them very fine soloists, and all of them 
adapting beautifully and merrily to the variety of styles of music the show demands.  They 
were engaging, delightful, and somewhat surprising.  The enthusiastic response of the 
audiences (some people returning to watch it all again) was testimony to the talented 
performances.  Moreover, it was wonderful to have the show staged in the church itself – 
the inspiration and recipient of the funds we were raising.  Our committee had a huge 
amount of help from a very wide range of supporters.  The result was a delightful trio of 
performances and a wonderful village event. 

Burns Night Supper, January 2019 

So much of a Burns Night supper is traditional that we cannot vary it very much from one 

year to the next.  We always have haggis, neaps and tatties, and we always stand while the 

haggis is piped in, and then drink a toast of whisky to it after it has been addressed by a 

proud and authoritative Scot (this year, Grame).  We vary it where we can; the starter, 

venison soup, was not from Scottish deer but from Horsted Keynes (courtesy of Dr. Muir 

Hay of Birch Grove).   The pudding was an orange and whisky trifle. 

But with fine (and funny) speeches from Charlie, Duffy and Helen, and beautifully rendered 

Burns songs from Carole, Grace, Laura and Piers, and all of us under the excellent 

chairmanship of Martin, we enjoyed a memorably good evening.   

 

 

And then there was dancing – it was a blur of 

bodies desperately trying to link up! 

 

Hilary, Elizabeth and Peggy let it be known that 

this was their last stint as our Burns Night 

chefs; they certainly went out on a high. 

 

High Weald Dairy Cheese Festival, September 2019 

Mark and Sarah Hardy, of the High Weald Dairy, have always been immensely generous to 

our cause, and have kindly given cheese for many of our events, offered their courses for 



our auctions (and come and made generous bids for what we were auctioning). They are 

among the most encouraging of people by nature. It was a similarly generous impulse which 

prompted them to ask us to be involved with their Cheese Festival, and we were very glad 

to be involved. Phil Green attended all the planning meetings and we lent (and helped to 

erect) gazebos (and marquees), we delivered chairs, tables and crockery etc from the 

Martindale Centre, we provided a tea and coffee stall, and a ‘string tombola’, put together 

(and possibly invented) by Phil. We also encouraged attendance among The Friends and the 

congregation, and were very pleased to see how many of them came. Indeed, it was a very 

well attended event. We were blessed with the loveliest of sunny September days and a 

delightful, relaxed family atmosphere prevailed as people listened to a variety of bands, saw 

how cheese was made, rolled some and ate some. They bought from a variety of local food 

and drink producers who were present. They also bought all the cakes we provided, and 

won all our tombola prizes. 

It was a long but very pleasing day for us; we were very happy to be involved with it. 

 

Future Events 

 

On Friday 15th and Saturday 16th November we shall be putting on a production of Oliver! 

in the church.  As well as the evening performances, there will be a matinee on the Saturday 

afternoon.  Kay MacNaughton and Alison Coulson are the impresarios, directing and 

producing the show, with Nicki Hickey as musical director.  Casting is complete and 

rehearsals are under way; a large cast of enthusiasts are busily preparing.  Following the 

success of Joseph last year, Oliver! promises to be another great show. It will be a pleasure 

once again to see the church used for such an event. 

 

Next year we shall hold our usual Open Gardens Day, on Saturday, June 20th.  We propose 
that, like last year, there will be morning gardens and afternoon gardens.  Perhaps twenty or 
so gardens in or around the village will open their gates to allow us all to enjoy their 
delights.  Tea, coffee and cakes will be on sale as usual.  
 
In November 2020, we shall be holding another version of our regular Variety Night.  There 
will be – actually we have no idea yet exactly what there’ll be; that’s the whole pleasure of a 
Variety Night.  But you have many talented neighbours in all sorts of spheres and we are 
confident that, once again, we shall put together a show well worth seeing.  Please start 
considering exactly which of your many possible performances you will treat us to. 
 

Our Contributions this Year to Work on the Church and Churchyard 
Various repairs to the stonework of the church     £ 1,900 
Repairs to internal plaster and external repointing work    £ 2,200 
SMARTWATER protection refreshing (to protect mainly leadwork from theft £     276 
Professional electrical testing and inspection of our lightning protection  £     186  

Contribution to the maintenance of the Churchyard     £ 2,000 

 
TOTAL           £ 6,562  
 

 



The church’s budget for 2020 is currently being drafted.  We expect, as usual, to be asked 
for support for repair to the church’s fabric and for the maintenance of the churchyard. 
 

 
 

www.fohkc.org 
 

Steering Committee  

Loz Allan - 791516  Sarah Cooper - 791571 Margaret Davey - 791688         

Phil Green - 791030  Dawn Hitchen - 790744 Kay MacNaughton - 790594 

James Nicholson - 790777    

http://www.fohkc.org/

