
Thank you
for supporting us
for reading this newsletter
for encouraging us with messages
for all the things you do that makes this work possible
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2023 is upon us; thank you for your support, encouragement, and prayers.

Last year our January newsletter focused on the tweet by Nicky Gumbel. It seems even more

appropriate this year.

"Look back and thank God,

Look forward and trust God,

Look around and serve God,

Look up and seek God."

· Look back and thank God.

In April 2003, Chris, Ruth and their two children made their first visit to Romania; we thought it would

be a one-off visit to help in an orphanage in Botosani.

There have been challenges along the way, mountaintop experiences and valleys of despair, but

looking back, we thank the Lord for his guidance, protection and provision over the past 20 years.

In February 2022, when the war broke out in Ukraine, we were able to set up a fund to help refugees

and those affected by the war. To date, we have spent over £50,000 and have funds in reserve for

future use.

The general work of the charity has continued, and we are very thankful for our team in Romania.

Children come to the Community Centre for one-to-one help with schoolwork throughout the week.

It has been encouraging to hear how their school grades are improving.

· Look forward and trust God.

Looking forward, we wish to increase the work in the Community Centre and convert the loft space 
into classrooms and offices.

We have created a new "JustGiving campaign" to raise funds. We must keep the core work running 
smoothly and this project aims to expand  our facilities to enable increased and better work with the 
children, improving their chances in this world

Left: Delivering aid to local Roma community

Centre: Childrens work in the Centre

Right: Christmas gifts and Centre maintenance

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Romania


 www.handsofhope.org.im

Donations

Regular monthly donations are particularly welcome as it helps us budget for the year ahead.

Your generous donations keep the wheels turning in Romania and make a very real

difference to peoples lives. 

 Bank details if you wish to set up a standing order or make a BACS payment are:

Hands of Hope       Account no: 12629251     Sort Code: 55 91 00

Cheques can be sent to “Hands of Hope”,

c/o C & R Baker, 14 Hawarden Avenue, Douglas, Isle of Man IM1 4BS or

donations can be made via the

Pay Pal link on our web site

· Look around and serve God

Our aim is to befriend and demonstrate God's love. Being a Christian is not a requirement in order to

receive our help, encouragement and hope, but we do not hide our faith either. We have found

some brilliant Christian books, bibles and lessons written in Romanian and Ukrainian.

Last weekend we had our thirteenth drive into Ukraine. We had a special reunion with the families

who had fled Kherson last year. They are now living in different towns in western Ukraine but a

sponsor from the USA had funded a weekend away for them to be together. They asked us to join

them and being there was a privilege and a joy. Together we walked through the mountains,

decorated gingerbread cookies, made felt angels, and played board and outdoor games. All the time

working within the power restrictions - two hours on and four hours off!

The children were thrilled to see each other and spend time together. Hands of Hope donated

sensory toys, art supplies, medicines, fruit, snacks, thermal clothing, power banks and USB lights.

We sent packages of supplies to eight families in eastern Ukraine (Kherson, Poltava and

Kropyvnytskyi). The Ukrainian postal system is very efficient and they arrived within days.

· Look up and seek God

Will Marais, a friend and part of our family/partnership of churches, often used the phrase, "Aim

High, Stay Low and give God the Glory”. This is our aim. Sometimes, when we get embroiled in the

nitty-gritty of life, we forget this and need faithful, prayerful friends and supporters like you to help

hold our arms aloft. Thank you again for doing this for us and God, through whom and with whom

all things are possible.

Left: Meeting groups in Ukraine Centre: Biscuit making by USB lights Right: Aid arriving in Kherson,

& Christian resources
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