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Abstract: 
There is a general agreement within the study of ‘Early Israel’ that a number of 
architectural features emerged within the highland settlements of the Iron I that would 
become culturally significant to the identity of biblical Israel and Judah. The most 
notable features being the pillared (Israelite) house structure alongside paralleling 
settlement designs. The role these structures played in the identification of a single 
cultural identity during the Iron II has been extensively studied. Yet little attention has 
been given to how and why these features became ‘canonised’ as inherently Israelite. 
The period of the Iron Age I can be considered a ‘time of change’ as it stood as a 
transitional period between the LB city-states within an Egyptian hegemony and the 
‘full-blown’ statehood of Israel and Judah in the Iron II. This period is often described 
as a ‘vacuum’ between powers and political entities. Yet it is equally correct to 
consider this period as a vacuum for identity and culture. 

While much focus has been placed on the identification of cultural markers, this talk 
wishes to discuss the reason why certain (seemingly arbitrary) architectural features 
became increasingly popular until the point that they were ingrained and canonised 
within society as crucial aspects of self-identity. This talk engages with certain 
anthropological theories, particularly the concepts of: principle of popularity, style vs. 
function, the ‘neutral theory of evolution’ (Shennan & Collard 2000) and Neiman’s 
theory of drift (Neiman 1995). This talk will illustrate that for identity to be formed or 
canonised within a vacuum of cultural identity, certain commonplace features of 
society are given heightened importance. Originally this is due to its increased 
popularity related to a successful function until eventually becoming inherently 
significant to self-identity.  
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