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 Classification, English. Genre, History. Written in English, 2002. Language, English. Literature, 20th Century, History.
Subject, American Renaissance. Black Studies. Renaissance and Modern. Black History. "This collection is an excellent survey
of American black history, including a great deal of information about West African Americans and the slaves of the United
States. About 600 pages are taken up with the period from the American Revolution to World War I, with a brief and very

readable treatment of the later period up to 1940, and then a more detailed and learned treatment of the period from the late
1940s to the present."--Barbara E. Fields. Library Journal, Volume 50 Issue 12. December, 2000. "For the second time in five
years, Casteel has devoted a major work to an aspect of American history (see "War and Work in American Slavery," by John

Casteel, 2001). Here he concentrates on a late 18th- and early 19th-century political phenomenon: the rise of African Americans
into the upper ranks of the social order. This transformation not only altered the definition of race and citizenship, but also

radically altered American politics and society. The shifting identity of this newly powerful group and the leadership of men
such as Frederick Douglass and Martin R. Delany, Casteel demonstrates, had an immeasurable influence upon the course of

American history. The timing and the content of this study are almost too perfect to be accidental. The series in which this book
is published is about to conclude with one of the finest volumes of history to be published in recent years. The 1790s were the
beginning of this new era, and Casteel's work is the finest history of these years that has been written."--Patrick Rael, Choice.

"This book is a tour de force, a survey of the role of blacks in early 19th century US history, and Casteel does a fine job of
documenting this story."--Terry L. R. Tyler, Journal of Southern History. "John Casteel's work, War and Work in American

Slavery, has opened a new vein of research in American History and set a new standard. In it, he demonstrates that black slavery
was the first major American social experiment in work, and the first great national movement for labor organization. War and

Work in American Slavery has become a classic, a landmark that changed our history of American slavery and forced the
country to confront an American past that would otherwise remain hidden."--Allen 520fdb1ae7
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