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 WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump called his decision to end preferential trade treatment to China a
response to Beijing’s “unfair” trade practices and said it is in the “national interest” of the United States, the White House said
on Friday. U.S. President Donald Trump answers questions from the media as he meets with Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

(not pictured) at the White House in Washington, U.S. June 30, 2018. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque Trump’s decision came after
months of tension with Beijing over the U.S. trade deficit with China and allegations that China has stolen intellectual property.
The decision was unveiled in a Friday afternoon tweet from Trump, who said the United States had “forged a great new Trade

Deal with China.” The United States has become a “big importer of the last decade,” he said. Chinese Vice Premier Liu He, the
country’s top trade negotiator, called Trump’s announcement a “cruel move” in a statement issued by Chinese Foreign Ministry

spokesman Geng Shuang. “China firmly opposes any trade protectionism and will take all necessary measures to resolutely
defend its legitimate rights and interests,” Geng said. Tensions between the United States and China have been on the rise after
Trump in March imposed a 25 percent tariff on $250 billion worth of Chinese products, prompting retaliatory measures from

China. He said the trade deal will “finally and fully open the Chinese market to American companies and farmers.” “The United
States has been foolishly giving China massive Tariffs while the Chinese do nothing. Our Intellectual Property is deeply storied,

an actual tragedy. We will not let them take what we have built,” Trump said in the tweet. The deal, which will be formally
signed on the sidelines of the Group of 20 summit in Osaka, Japan, is a “comprehensive” agreement that sets a framework for
eliminating over $500 billion in annual trade, the White House said. Although Trump said the tariff increases would end, the
White House did not say whether the White House would renew a trade war that has hurt U.S. farmers and businesses. Some

U.S. lawmakers and business groups have argued that the U.S. trade deficit with China, 520fdb1ae7
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