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Forward

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.



http://www.theobcc.org/
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. :'I‘:hén"SanQy-spotted somethin'g glowing/near the dune g.raSs.

.- f’%’l«iok!f{
4 A tiﬁy sb‘ark .fizzed in fhe dry sand.

Papa rushed over, pushmg sand on it with a shell untll it went
dark. ' % ¢ /[ |- e
”Flrewonks can-start flres ” he said serlously “And after they're

done, sh*-pleces and chemlcals are often left behind.”
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Shellby snlffled “Why would anyone celebrate in a way that
hurts others?”

Mama kissed the tdp of her shell. “Sometimes people don’t
realize the beach is full of homes.”

The fireworks continued for a while, but eventually the sky grew
qguiet again. Smoke drifted away. The stars slowly returned.

The dunes exhaled.
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That afternoon, they gathered shells,
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That‘evening, something wonderful happened.

People stopped. They read the sign. Some nodded. Some*
‘pointed quijetly at the dlnes. Families walked softly aTong the
"beach carrying lanterns. Children counted stars. Someone

played gentle music. B> e,

No explosions. e
No flashes.
No shaking sand.
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The birds settled peacefully. The turtle crawled toward the sea..
The dunes stayed cool and calm.

Scoot smiled. “It’s still a celebration.”

Papa smiled back. “The best celeb’atﬁons don’t scare anyone.”
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