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A Mysterious Visitor

When the lakes of the north begin to freeze, Common Loons (Gavia
im ight toward the coast. Traveling hundreds of miles,
thmw black-and-white summer plumage for a softer
gray winter coat and settle into the cold, fish-rich waters of the Outer
Banks. Coastal North Carolina is primarily a winter and migratory

stop for loons. However, there are indeed “summering loons”

documented along the Outer Banks, including Cape Hatteras.
-

In some years, unusually high counts o
summer in the Outer Banks, sometimes lin
currents or upwellings that support their prey.
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It for water, with dense bones for deep dives and rear-
placed legs that act like flippers. These same adaptations, however,
make it nearly impossible for them tewalk on land.




When You See a Loon on the Beach

Occasionally, loons appear close to shore—or even resting on

after storms or heé'vy winds. While this can look
often normal behavior:

. Loons may rest on beaches temporarily after exhausting
flights or rough surf. _
Eey cannot walk well due to their leg placement |:
the body.
. Most simply wai
return to sea.
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When to CaII for Help

Contact a local wildlife rehabilita,t,;g')‘”;;‘fonly if you-see; -

. Visible injuries (bleeding, {,, lii
. Entanglement in fishing li

. The loon stranded away fi
parking lots)

Local Contacts:

. Cape Hatteras National Seashore — (252) 473-2111
« Outer Banks Wlldllfe Shelter (Newport, NC) (252) 240-
1200 i
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/50655108%40N05/53008736339?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Red-throated Loons—pra
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