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library with you, customize the font, create shared notes and highlights and more. Learn more about the events, people and places in your book by integrating Wikipedia. Ask Alexa to read your book using Audible integration or textual speech. Get the free Kindle app: T.D. Jakes Content Table. Let go: I'm sorry to be forgiven. 1st o.p. New York: Atria Books,
2012. 256 pages. $25.00. As a rule, the one who describes the person best wins the person, and the one who wins the person, gets the opportunity to influence the person. Ed Welch said that a few months ago on the CCEF blog. That makes sense. It's a compelling concept. But it's also a troubling concept. What if someone with bad ideas really describes
people well - their struggles, fears and desires? Unfortunately, I'm afraid that's the case with megachurch pastor T.J. Jakes in his book Let It Go. Jakes' book falls under the category of Christian life and you will probably find it in the Self-Help section of your local bookstore, Christian or not. This is a book of practical theology. SUMMARY Jakes reveals his
broad goal early on: I hope this book will help you get an idea of what prevents you from being the husband you want to be, the wife you want to be, the mother or father you know inside you, the creative person you were born to be-the most successful version of you possible! But tension in a relationship prevents this success (5). As well as the inability of
people to truly understand each other (12). So, says Jakes, we must embrace the great idea of forgiveness, let go of the past and find the grace to forgive (18). Forgiveness is a supernatural force that is unleashed when we let him go (34, emphasize it). Such strength is fundamental to Jakes's whole view of life. Jakes continues to build on this sense of the
importance of forgiveness. He points to the inevitability of conflict with others. Crimes are coming (52), he writes. But people refuse to let go of old questions, forgive their abusers and move on (57). Instead of such a refusal, we should be open and honest with others, ready to share what is on our minds (h. 4). We should also see anger as a useful tool in
getting past difficulties in our lives (c. 5). Crimes against us should be written off as financial debt (h. 6). Jakes talks about the workplace without revealing how important it is some basic strategies for Environment (h. 7). In addition, trust must be restored after any conflict (h. 8), just as we must recover and move on with our lives (c. 9). Like God the Father,
we must express mercy to forgive our abusers (c. 10). What's more, when people have a basic, healthy self-love (186), they will know how to forgive themselves (h. 11) and then they can see crime as an opportunity to eradicate their deepest insecurities (h. 12). Jakes also calls on the church to address issues that prevent it from being the place of spiritual
life support for broken people (v. 13). Finally, he concludes his work with a final chapter and an epilogue in which he seeks to motivate people to address these issues with hope. He wants people to be sure that they can actually be successful in any of these endeavors. Three HARMFUL ASSUMPTIONS Point analysis of Bishop Jake's proposals, not to
mention the many details behind them, will go far beyond this review. And, unfortunately, these details abound with misleading and harmful teachings. Instead, I would consider some of his underlying assumptions. First, Jakes assumes that personal success is paramount in life. This emphasis stems from the prosperity of the teachings of the gospel. Only in
the first chapter did I count about twenty-five to thirty comments similar to the one quoted above about becoming the most successful version of you. Successful you focus controls the entire ship. The question arises as to how Bishop Jakes can reconcile this assumption with the Bible's emphasis on doing everything for the glory of God (see 1 Cor. 10:31). He
seems to have deeply missed the fundamental purpose of human existence. While this successful concentration contributes to deep self-centeredness, the gospel of Jesus Christ encourages each of us to look up and out, to the glory of God, and for the good of our neighbor. Second, Jakes suggests that humanity's main problem is something other than sin
against the holy God. The only clear link I can find to sin against God is on page 118. Jakes calls sin a debt we couldn't pay. But he doesn't give any explanation of what that means. Instead, it seems that in context, the biblical language of duty simply corresponds to its analogy of writing off crimes. With the exception of this example, I do not find a clear
teaching about the nature of sin. No one is righteous, no, not alone; No one understands; no one is looking for God, Paul writes in Roman 3. However, Jakes can write: You're not a bad person. You are a good man with a loving heart (12). Although these are not the underlying doctrinal statements of Jakes, it reflects a very low view of sin, an opinion that
unfortunately plays out throughout the book. The Bible refers to our more serious than that. So earnest, in fact, that the prophet Jeremiah labels our hearts as deceitful, beyond even our own own (Jer. 17:9). Finally, with the last paragraph, Bishop Jakes takes the gospel to the back. And I use the word aside charitablely. Nowhere in the book does he try to
explain the gospel with any clarity. I can't even find a single word use of the gospel, though I might miss it. I mean, the good news seems to be no news at all in this book. Chapter 10 includes a discussion of God's forgiveness, but it is grossly inadequate, even to the fact that each of its readers is a born-again believer. There's no discussion of the cost of
forgiveness or how to get it. However, we should all see that the holy God adheres to holy standards. God is light, and there is no darkness in it at all (1 John 1:5). Left to ourselves, we all defy these standards and go in darkness (1:6). Thus, we need a protector with the Father, whom he mercifully placed in Jesus Christ, a righteous man (2:1). Because of
Jesus' angry death on the cross, all those who cling to him have an incredible promise and hope: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and simply forgives our sins and cleans us of all unrighteousness (1:9). The bad news about sin stings. But the good feeling of grace in Christ shocks our dead hearts into life. The whole book of forgiveness, which cannot be
explicit about the gospel, cannot give the only true hope. A lot of things are set up for T.D. Jakes. And when they turn up that, they hear a man describing them remarkably well. So they keep listening. But I'm sure they'd like to change the station. John Power is pastor of the New Testament Christian Brotherhood in Attleboro, Massachusetts. Ed Welch,
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