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Agenda

 Welcome and Brief Competition Overview

* Highlights from 2023 GAFC Stage One Winners
* About the Theme Areas

* Introduction of Guest Speakers

* Don Ufford

* Rukmani Vijayaraghavan

* Dan Goetzel

* Q&A
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Growth Accelerator Fund Competition

Speed the launch, growth Nurture a national equitable
and scale of STEM/R&D- entrepreneurship ecosystem — new
focused small businesses collaborations and support for

through impactful and entrepreneur support organizations
inclusive approaches. to enhance small business success.
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About the Growth Accelerator Fund Competition

Building an inclusive public-private support ecosystem for all innovators.

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) is offering $50,000 to $200,000 in prize awards for impactful and
inclusive approaches to foster a thriving, collaborative national innovation support ecosystem to advance
research and development (R&D) from ideas to impact.

By fostering connections between entrepreneurs, advisors, mentors, partners, philanthropies, corporations,
investors, and other shared resources, the 2024 Growth Accelerator Fund Competition (GAFC) will catalyze
strategic ecosystem partnerships to build community and organizational capacity for the successful launch,
growth, and scale of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)-based entrepreneurs and
startups.

The total funding available for this program announcement is $5,750,000. The Stage One award is $50,000.
SBA expects to award up to $3,000,000 in cash prizes for Stage One. Only Stage One Catalyst winners can
submit for Stage Two Accelerate funding and receive up to an additional $150,000 for their partnership (total
funding award: $200,000).
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Prize Structure

Stage 2 Submissions Due
June 2024

Stage 1 Submissions Due
February 16, 2024

Winners Announced April 2024

Stage 1 Catalyze _ e Stage 2 Accelerate
Ecosystem Building Activities
S50k each S50k - S150k each
e Ecosystem builders (Catalysts) focus * Catalysts * Accelerators submit:
on a Theme Area * Host ecosystem building activities, e How they will support small
e Ecosystem building activities to such as co-design workshops or businesses
recruit and/or support Strategic Doing sessions e What value-add they are looking for
Accelerators * Recruit Accelerators to support from a Catalyst
e How you amplify the impact Theme Area e Assessment of Catalyst winners,
Accelerators have for small « Identify match or in-kind resource identifying preferred Catalyst
businesses support for Accelerators partner
e Submissions posted publicly to e Close collaboration with SBA e Participating Catalysts win additional
facilitate connections with S50k to support Accelerator network
Accelerators e Opportunity for Bonus Prizes directly

to Accelerators using FY23 funding

americasseedfund.us/accelerators

— accelerators@sba.gov 2
S5 ———————r — ]



http://www.sbir.gov/accelerators
mailto:accelerators@sba.gov

Stage One: Catalyze — Portal Closes February 16, 2024

Use of Stage One Prize Funds
SBA expects Catalyst winners to use Stage One funds for ecosystem-building activities,

including but not limited to:

Recruitment of new, community-connected Ecosystem Partners
Co-design with Ecosystem Partners
Establishment of novel partnerships

Strengthening existing alliances among stakeholders (including public, private, non-
profit, and academic partners)

Developing resources to support Growth Accelerator Partnership impact during Stage Two

Creating a new ecosystem-focused accelerator model

View 2023 GAFC Stage One Catalyze winners here: https://bit.ly/GAFC23Directory

]

W
vy
>

[

americasseedfund.us/accelerators
accelerators@sba.gov



https://bit.ly/GAFC23Directory
http://www.sbir.gov/accelerators
mailto:accelerators@sba.gov

ﬁ

Submission Package

Contestant Information: Submission Portal at AmericasSeedFund.us/accelerators

Submission Slide Deck: A PDF version of a slide deck (no more than 13 slides) and

must address all items, in the order listed. The deck will not be made public.

A standard, 11-point minimum font size applies (tables, images, and illustrations may use a reduced
font size not less than 8-point and may be landscape).

No more than 10 MB.

One-slide Summary (public): A single presentation slide that summarizes information about
your organization and the ecosystem you are working to build that may be used to attract
new Ecosystem Partners. If selected, the one-slide summary will be made public.

Video Narrative: A video of not more than ninety (90) seconds that describes how the applicant
is uniquely qualified to catalyze the entrepreneurship ecosystem around its selected theme.

The video must be posted to a public site (such as YouTube or Vimeo) and be accessible

to Competition judges. If selected, the video may be made public.
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BioRise is on a mission to catalyze growth of the bio economy by elevating innovative
startups and emerging companies through a combination of financial, mentorship, and

networking resources.

“The flexibility of the GAFC award
allows us to work on projects and
bring together a group of partners
who otherwise wouldn’t have
collaborated. We aim to enable
the relationships formed through
this award to be the launching
pad for many future projects with

DI
these partners.”
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The Aerospace industry is undergoing a rapid evolution not seen
since the dawn of the jet age. Through a new Tribal Emerging U As
Aerospace Growth Accelerator Partnership, we can bring

emerging aerospace business opportunities, jobs, and capital C LU STE R INITIATIVE
into underserved Tribal communities.

CONVENE RECRUIT FACILITATE CO-DESIGN

Existing partners Mew partners In-person meetings Stage 2 strategies

The activities in Stage 1 led to the formation of the Tribal Emerging Aerospace

Growth Accelerator, a working group that sets agendas and defines strategies
and programs for the future.
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Equitech Tuesday

In a Snapshot:
125> Equitech Tuesdays
¢1,000s of Attendees
o7 Partnered Equitech Tuesdays
©25% > More Attendees
35 Average Attendees

The Growth Accelerator
Fund Competition enabled
us to focus on our
ecosystem partnerships
and foster relationships
with national partners.
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SBA Office of Investment and Innovation Programs

Connecting public and private sector resources and capital with innovation economy entrepreneurs

Small Business Investment Company Program
(SBIC)

$42B in Assets Under Management

* $4in SB Contract and Grant Awards Annually

$8B in Financing to SBs and Startups in FY23 * Three Phases of Awards

~318 Private Funds

« 11 Participating Federal Agencies

Private Equity, Private Credit, Venture Capital, * Funding for Technical and Business Assistance

Growth Equity, Buyout, and Fund-of-Funds

+ SBIR Assistance through Federal and State
Technology Partnership Program (FAST)

Investment & Innovation Ecosystem Development

Growth Accelerator Fund Competition (GAFC)
Prize Awards

Regional Innovation Clusters (RIC) Contracts

Ecosystem Support Organization Convening,
Resources and Education
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Why the Growth Accelerator Fund Competition has Theme Areas

» SBA’s Strategic Objective 1.2 is to Build a thriving national innovation
ecosystem that promotes investments in all small business communities

* The development of critical technologies is necessary for our national and
economic security and cannot happen without the entirety of the innovation
ecosystem.

* GAFC partnerships and overall efforts support small businesses who are building
these critical technologies and ensure they receive the business assistance and
capital they need to grow.
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2024 GROWTH
gtk THEME AREAS

O ([

O

National and Economic Security Domestic Manufacturing and Production Sustainability and Biotechnology
Including but not limited to: Including but not limited to: Including but not limited to:
« National Security and Defense « Advanced Manufacturing R&D « Energy and Sustainability
« Artificial Intelligence « Supply Chain Resiliency » Biotechnology
« Microelectronics » Critical and Resilient Infrastructure + Climate and Environment
« Advanced Computing and Software « AgTech and Agricultural Innovation « Public Health
« Quantum Computing « Other Supply Chain, Infrastructure, and » Renewable Energy Generation and Storage
« Human-Machine Interfaces Manufacturing Technologies « Electric Vehicles
« Other Critical and « Blue Economy
Emerging Technologies » Other Climate, Energy, and Life

Science Technologies
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Don Ufford, Advanced Manufacturing National Program Office, NIST

Our Speakers

TOd ay: Under Secretary for Science and Innovation, DOE

Rukmani Vijayaraghavan, Science and Energy Program Manager, Office of the

Dan Goetzel, Entrepreneurial Lead, Regional Innovation Engines Program, NSF
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ManufacturlngUSA“

Opportunities for Entrepreneurial Interaction

Don Ufford, Advanced Manufacturing National Program Office, NIST

An interagency team building partnerships with U.S. industry and academia




About Manufacturing USA

VISION: Securing U.S. Global Leadership in Advanced Manufacturing

MISSION: Connecting people, ideas, and technology to:

* solve industry-relevant advanced manufacturing challenges

enhance industrial competitiveness and economic growth

strengthen our economic and natio curity
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Purposes

IMPROVE SECURE U.S. SCALE DEVELOP ADVANCED
COMPETITIVNESS LEADERSHIP IN MANUFACTURING MANUFACTURING
ADVANCED MGCHNOLOGEVORKFORCE@
PROVIDE SHARED EXCHANGE BEST INCREASE BOOST DEVELOP
RESOURCES AND PRACTICES PARTNERSHIPS AND MANUFACTURING INNOVATION
FACILITIES COLLABORATION EMPLOYMENT ECOSYSTEMS
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Manufacturing USA Purpose: Accelerate Discovery to U.S. Production

Create an effective collaboration environment for applied industry research to "bridge the gap"
from discovery to production.

855 PRIVATE
SECTOR
-— — .-
FUNDING & G AP
INVESTMENTS GOVERNMENT &
UNIVERSITIES

- mm (‘{
MANUFACTURING = M= :})

INNOVATION PROCESS Basic Proof of Production in Capacity to Capacity in Demonstration
Research Concept Laboratory Produce Production of Production

Prototype Environme

Ha.m[ actur qu'-?A




Institutes Enable Large-Scale Collaboration

GOVERNMENT NATIONAL LABS

MANUFACTURING
USA INSTITUTE

ACADEMIA -SRI Ea LI I --> |NDUSTRY

+ Testbeds
+ Equipment

+ Materials Prototyping 4

\

ManufacturingUSA

+ Industry-led consortia + Workforce development

’Eli COMMON INSTITUTE FUNCTIONS |: + Neutral collaboration space + Public-private partnership
Vil = + Technology development

ManufacturnglUISA



Manufacturing USA Network: 17 Institutes and Growing

AIAA Integrated Photonics ~ Flexible Hybrid A Wide Bandgap Semiconductors
& UEEVE Albany, NY NEXTFLE Electronics PowerAMERICA Raleigh, NC
PHOTONICS Rochester, NY San Jose, CA

@ COMPOSITES. @ ®
Advanced Fibers and Textiles Icao OSITilI Advanced Composites ‘ Advanced Materials
MATERIALS Cambridge, MA INSTITUTE Knoxville, TN A Detroit, MI
Detroit, M et oty s

~
D‘ . Modular Chemical Sustainable Smart Manufacturing EPIXC,‘ Industrial Process
RAPI D Process Intensification M AD[ Manufacturin a Los Angeles, CA ELECTRIFIED PROCESSES FOR  Dacarbonization
D D Transforming Process Industries N : & THE SMART MANUFACTURING INSTITUTE g INDUSTRY WITHOUT CARBON
ew York, NY INTATITLITF Rochester, NY Tempe, AZ

iti i i Digital Manufacturin / Cybersecurity in
DIGITAL/ YRR Additive Manufacturing Advanced Robotics & Al m G igi ufacturing CY M /NI CY ty
) Youngstown, OH Pittsburgh, PA & Cybersecurity Manufacturing
AUTOMATION AmericaMakes g/ pgso, TX A R M The Digital Manufacturing Chicago, It e San Antonio, TX

INSTITUTE & Cybersecurity Institute

BIO- Regenerative ) . Biopharmaceutical . Bioindustrial Manufacturing
MANUFACTURING b f b Manufacturing NIRMBL Manufacturing BIOMADE St. Paul, MN
101abUSa Manchester, NH Newark, DE

Upcoming: NIST competition for new institute
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NIST Additional Resources

NIST Manufacturing USA Network
Www.nist.gov www.Manufacturingusa.com
Manufacturing Extension Manufacturing Technology Roadmap
Partnership (MEP) Teams

https://www.nist.qgov/oam/programs/advanced-

_ manufacturing-technoloqgy-roadmap-mfqgtech-
WWW.NIst.gov/imep program

- National Office

- State Centers
https://www.nist.gov/mep/center
S CHIPS Information

B p———— httgs://www.nist.gov/chigs '
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http://www.nist.gov/
http://www.nist.gov/mep
https://www.nist.gov/mep/centers
https://www.nist.gov/mep/centers
http://www.manufacturingusa.com/
https://www.nist.gov/oam/programs/advanced-manufacturing-technology-roadmap-mfgtech-program
https://www.nist.gov/oam/programs/advanced-manufacturing-technology-roadmap-mfgtech-program
https://www.nist.gov/oam/programs/advanced-manufacturing-technology-roadmap-mfgtech-program
https://www.nist.gov/chips

ENERGY

earthshots

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Rukmani Vijayaraghavan

Office of the Under Secretary for Science and Innovation;

Water Power Technologies Office
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory

____________ Commission (FERC)
Office of the Seecretary | _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _I Inspector General (IG) ‘
Boards and Councils Secretary
[ Ombudsman
Deputy Secretary |
[ T T
Advanced Research Office of the Chief Financial
X Projects Agency - Energy | | Officer [CF)
Gﬁu:_e of the Under S_.ecmlary for Nu:lealr Office of the Under Secratary for Sciance (ARPA-E)
Security [55) and National Muclear Security N .
L N and Innovation (54) Office of the Under Secretary for
Administration (NNSA) Infrastructure (53) Office of the Chief
Office of the Chief Human | |7

Under Secretary for Muclear Security and
Administrator, NNSA

Under Secretary for Science and

Innavation

Under Secretary for Infrastructure

Capital Officer (HC)

Information Officer (IM])

Office of Economic Impact &

Assistant Secretary for N
Congressional & H Diversity (ED)
— Intergovernmental Affairs [
Deputy Administrator Deputy Administrator Arctic Energy Office (AE) | | Office of Clean Energy Office of Cybersecurity, (1) -
¥ for Defense Nuclear ¥ ! U.5. Energy Information
for Defense Programs N N Demonstrations (OCED) Energy Security, & e .
—— MNonproliferation — Administration (EIA)
(NA-10) Emergency Response -
(NA-20) — X Office of Enterprise
Artificial Intelligence and (CESER)
Technology Dffice [Al} Office of Federal Energy Assessments (EA) H
Deputy Administrat Associate Administrat seneey E Management Programs | | i0ffice of Environment, Health,
pu mirietraie M kT (FEMP) Indian Energy Policy & . L safety, and Security (EH5S
for Naval Reactors | | for E_rnergenc\l Pragrams {IE) A“'s‘a'jt Secretary for ety, rity | J
(NA-30) Operations (NA-40) Assistant Secretary for Environmental ||
Energy Efficiency & Grid Deployment Office Management (EM)
R ble Energy (EERE) | | |GDo) I [ Loan Programs Office Office of Grggl'a' Counsel
) - Chief & Associate LPO) B
Associate Administrator Administrator for ( ) Office of Hearings &
for Safety, Infrastructure | | | nse Nuclear Office of - ing Appeals (HG) -
L i LUrir
& Operations (NA-50) Scxamity (NA_20) Fﬁ;‘:;‘::::’:;’(’:::;ﬂ & Energy Supply Chaing Gffice of State and Office of Intelligence and
- i <  Counterintelligence (IN
sent (FECM) [MESC) c:::mu':;?[:::' Assistant Secretary for igence (IN)
Era International Affairs (1A) [
Assaciate Administratar |Associate Administrator]
for Counter-Ti ism &
Dcruuun";er_;mla.;::;':n | | | forExternal Affairs Assistant Secretary for Pawer Marketing Administrations Office of Legacy | | Office of Management (MA)
{NA-80) (MA-EA) Muclear Energy (NE)  H Management (LM) ||
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA)
- — Southeastern Power Administration (SEPA) -
oiote Mmkderator] f‘:‘:’:“‘i:_"’“';':‘r"_“’c; Assistant Secretary for Southwestern Power Administration (SWPA) ffice of Policy (OP) Office of Pﬂ'-'lled ;\nanagement
|_[for Acquisition roje . L . . - P
for Management & | [\ianagement (NA-APM) Electricity (OE) Western Area Power Administration (WAPA)
Budget (NA-MB)
| Associate Administrator] Office of Science (5C) Office of Public Affairs (PA) | | Office of Small &
Office of & i for Information | | Disadvantaged Business
Cnun:sel ‘N:':;:' | | | Management & chief Utilization (OSDBU)
Information Officer Office of Technology
(NA-IM) Transitions (OTT) H




Energy Earthshots™ Initiative @Q‘E'LEHEDE?EE%

“All
the ma

hands-on-deck” commmitment to achieve

jor RD&D breakthroughs in the next decade

that are needed to solve the climate crisis.

Make a major impact to reduce GHG emissions
Address the most difficult-to-solve technology barriers
Set highly ambitious targets that are compelling, bold, and

inspirational

Significantly engage stakeholders

www.energy.gov/energy-earthshots-initiative



ENERGY

earthshots

L ]
Energy Earthshots™ Portfolio - DamaTaeAt o ek
Generation Industry Transportation  Buildings
& Grid
Floating ~> / \
/%Fﬂ orishore @ Industrial Achieving the
Wind 1 Heat Energy Earthshots™
?‘, Affordable can save $850
? Enhanced /\ 1? Cle;n;u:tlz& |4_ | E:g:; billion and
Geothermal =S rodu avoid ~3.9 Gt CO,
L Independent analysis by
] ong Third Way for the Cumulative
—4% +| Duration @ HEERER and Combined Impacts (2021-
— Storage 2050) (Published before CFP and
= = = AHE Shots) /

Removing Carbon c(io’b Carbon Negative
Announced June 2021- October 2023

www.energy.gov/energy-earthshots-initiative
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earthshots

U.S, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

2024 GROWTH
icetano| THEME AREAS
O ¢

National and Economic Security Domestic Manufacturing and Production Sustainability and Biotechnolo

Including but not limited to: ding.butootiimited to. I i
i i Advanced Manufacturing R&D «[Energy and Sustainability

National Se ang Petense
« Supply Chain Resiliency
« Critical and Resilient Infrastructure
Rovanceqeonpaun and Software glech and Agricultural Innovation
Other Supply Chain, Infrastructure, and
Manufacturing Technologies

» Quantum Computing
« Human-Machine Interfaces

«Renewable Energy Generation and Storage
«[Electric Vehicles
« Other Critical and «Blue Economy
Emerging Technologies «Pther Climate, Energy, and Life
cience Technologies

www.energy.gov/energy-earthshots-initiative




DOE Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
energy.gov/eere

EERE's mission is to accelerate the Funding, Prize, and Competition Opportunities

researc h development demﬂnstratio n Below are the current open EERE funding opportunities. Visit EERE Exchange to see past opportunities.
and deployment of technologies and i renl SoLICTATION TriLE DATE DRt
solutions to equitably transition Americato [r IR e | o

a carbon po"ution_free EIBCtriCity Sector by Wind Innovative DEsigns for high-perfermAnce Low-cost HYDG Converters (IDEAL HVDCG) - Final Applications g/e7fanz2a 2/2janz4
1 H Cross-office omimuni nargy Innowvation Prize™ 5/28/2023 2/2/2024
2035 and a net-zero emission economy by communty fnerey ’

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Businexs TE'I;:I1r'U|l;Ig:'I Transfer (3TTR) FY2< r||r1|:.|'|ng

I t th 2050 t d . Frosselfics Opportunity - Phase | Release 2 - Letters of Intentd isfaoes Hrdtns
no a er an L4 Crea I ng gOD -payl ng windfwiater Installation Moise Reduction and Reliable Moorings for Offshare Wind and Marine Enargy - Full Applications /2072023 2/29/2024
Jobs Wlth the free and fair Chance to Joln a Buildings Buildings Energy Efficiency Frontiers & Innovation Technologies (BENEFIT) - 2024 njefz2023 a/5/2024
. . . Solar Small Innovative Projects in Solar: Concentrating Sclar Power and Photovoltaics (5IPS: CSP & PV) - Annual 11172024 3JE/2024
union and bargain collectively, and S SRS TTR Y24 Funding Opportan ity - Phsse | Relonse 2 - Full Appl cationss TR
ensurlng the clean energy economy AMMTO Re-¥ Before Recycling /272023 32/z2024
IEDG Industrial Efficiency and Decarbonization Office Fiscal Year 2024 Gross-Sector Technologies FOA n17iz023 3j20/z024

benefits all Americans, especially workers provpe=s Critical Materiats Accelerator wazfa0m | sfzzlaoas
and communities impacted by the ener@ Fuel Callz Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies Office FOA to Advance the Mational Clean Hydrogen Strategy 12/15/2023 3/22/2024

water Strategies to Increase Hydropower Flexibility - Full Applications 116/2023 amizonza
tra nSition and those h istorica"y Vehicles Bipartican Infrastructure Law FY23: Electric Drive Vehicle Battery Recycling and Second Life Applications 12/12/2024 4/18/2024
Watar Marine Energy University Foundational R&D 1/16/2024 4/22/2024
underserved by the energ syStem and Wind American-Made Wind Turbine Materials Recycling Prize - Phase 220 2Nz/2023 7M2/2024

OVe l'bl.l I'd enEd by po " ution } Water Power at Sea Prize nf1zfzo23 7i26 /2024

LLS. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY = OFFICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RENEWABLE ENERGY | WATER POWER TECHNOLOGIES OFFICE &



Water Power Technologies Office (WPTO)
energy.gov/water

WPTO enables research, development, and testing of emerging technologies to advance marine
energy and next-generation hydropower and pumped storage systems for a flexible, reliable grid.

-

“.___—-—) . o,
Hydropower Program : \ %
A | b € ry
Modernizing the Existing Fleet = Pumped Storage Hydropower New Low-Impact Projects
Marine Energy Program
A 4 e |
Wave Tidal, River and Ocean Current Ocean Thermal

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY = OFFICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RENEWABLE ENERGY | WATER POWER TECHNOLOGIES OFFICE 7
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National Science Foundation + CHIPS & Science Act

NSF supports the full range of critical and emerging technologies, including the key
technology focus areas enumerated in the "CHIPS and Science Act of 2022".

« Advanced computing and « Biotechnology Five societal, national, and
semiconductors « Cyberinfrastructure and geostrategic challenges:

« Advanced materials cybersecurity . United States national

« Advanced communications . Di_S{:\StG{r prevention and security

« Advanced energy and industrial mitigation * United States manufacturing
efficiency technologies « Robotics and advanced and industrial productivity

« Artificial intelligence manufacturing * United States workforce

development and skills gaps
« (Climate change and

environmental sustainability
 Inequitable access to

 Quantum information science
and technology

Contact:

engines@nsf.gov education, opportunity, or
i A S other services




Key Technology Areas for NSF Engines

\
? | ‘ NSF ENGINES KEY TECHNOLOGY
‘( u " AWARDS AREA BREAKDOWN

'l‘ Artificial Intelligence

7
-‘ ’ Advanced Computing & Semiconductors s 4
i‘ﬂ Quantum Information Science & Technology il 1
: f Robotics & Advanced Manufacturing 9
é@ b Disaster Prevention & Mitigation s
M Advanced Communications I 2
@ Biotechnology -
—'_@_ Data & Cybersecurity T s
s g b Advanced Energy & Industrial Efficiency Technologies .

>© Advanced Materials C ee—

I NSF Engines Awards Coverage

ADD AWARD NUMBER 30
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Competition Guidelines

This webinar is not intended to cover all details pertaining to the
competition guidelines.

You are responsible for reviewing the full and complete competition
guidelines at: AmericasSeedFund.us/accelerators.

Time for Q&A
)
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