
 

 

Group Conveners 
 

Property 
david.w.fleming 

@surescribe.com 
David Fleming 01569 767200 

Communication 
peterfsharp 

@tiscali.co.uk 
Peter Sharp 01224 895357 

Pastoral Care   01569 764473  

Music 
david.w.fleming 

@surescribe.com 
David Fleming 01569 767200 

Remembering tomcarniesbl @talktalk.net Jean Carnie 01569 765114 

Social 
rcadd 

@btinternet.com 
Val Cadd 01569 764402 

Lay Reader emerita arma.iles18@gmail.com Arma Iles 01569 764080  

Hall 

Management 

david.w.fleming 

@surescribe.com 
David Fleming 01569 767200 

Lay Reader 
ageldart 

@btinternet.com 
Anne Geldart 01569 731707 

Weekly Pew Sheet 
peterskinneff 

@yahoo.com 
Diana Peters 

 

01561 362412 

VESTRY Interim Chair: Peter Sharp 
 

01224 895357 

Protection of  

Vulnerable 

Groups Officer 

irenepateson@yahoo.co.uk Irene Paterson 

 

01569 764394 

St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline  

Interim Rector. The Bishop of Brechin. 

Lay Reader: Mrs. Anne Geldart,  

Church Phone No: 01569 764473  

Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman, 114 Forest Park, Stonehaven.  

Tel; 01569-765793  email: anneogorman1@btinternet.com 

The copy deadline for the December/January Newsletter is Sunday 22nd Janu-
ary 
Reminders will not be sent out. 
St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301 

  

 

 Episcopal Churches of 

St. James’ Stonehaven. 

St. Philip’s Catterline. 

Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s  during  
December 2016 & January 2017 

 
Sundays. 
 9.00 am     Said Eucharist 
 10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist 
4.00 p.m.    Eucharist St Philips  (No service in December 
and January) 
 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Day/Date Event 

Sunday 4th December  

– Advent 2  
9.00 Reserved Sacrament.  
Pam Levack-Moir 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament.  
Anne Geldart 
 

Weds 7th December 

  
No service 

Sunday  

11th December  –  

Advent 3  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Peter Smart 
10.30  Nine Lessons and Carols . 
 

Weds 14th Dec  No service 

Sunday  

18th December  –  

Advent 4  

9.00 No service 
10.30 Eucharist. Rev. Jane Nelson 

Weds 21st Dec  No service 

Sunday  

25th December 

Christmas Day  

9.30 Reserved Sacrament.   
Anne Geldart 

Weds 28th December    No service 

Saturday 
24th December 
Christmas Eve 
 

11.30 pm Reserved Sacrament 
Midnight Mass 
Peter Smart 

DIARY NOTES  December 2016 & January 2017 
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Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 

Date 
 

Readings 9.00 am Greeter/
Reader 

01 Jan  
Naming and 
Circumcision of 
Jesus 

 
 
NO SERVICE 

 
 
NO SERVICE 

08 Jan   
Baptism of Christ 

Is 42.1-9 
Acts 10.34-43 
Mt 3.13-17 

 
Edna Craig 

15 Jan Epiphany 2 Is 49.1-7 
1 C 1.1-9 
Jn 1.29-42 

 
Jean Carnie 

22 Jan Epiphany 3 Is 9.1-4 
1 C 1.10-18 
Mt 4.12-23 

 
Melvin Christie 

29 Jan  
Candlemas 
(transposed) 

Mal 3.1-4 
Heb 2.14-18 
Lk 2.22-40 

 
Arma Iles 

05 Feb  Epiphany 5 Is 58.1-9a,(9b-12) 
1 C 2.1-12(13-16) 
Mt 5.13-20 

 
Doreen Brankin 

  

 

Day/Date Event 

Sunday 1 January 

New Year’s Day 

Christmas 2 

Naming of Jesus  

9.00 No service 
10.30 Joint service at St Ternan’s 
 

Weds 4 January   No service 

Sunday 8 January 

Baptism of the Lord 

Epiphany  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles 
10.30  Songs of Praise.  
Led by Anne O’Gorman and  
David Fleming 
 
 

Weds 11 January No service 

Sunday 15 January   

Epiphany 2  
9.00 Reserved Sacrament.  Arma Iles 
10.30 Eucharist. Rev. Jane Nelson 

Weds 18 January No service 

Sunday 22 January 

Epiphany 3  
9.00 Reserved Sacrament.  Peter Smart 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament.  Peter Smart 

Weds 25 January No service 

Sunday 29 January 

Epiphany 4  

Candlemass  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament.  Peter Smart 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament.  Arma Iles/
Pam Levack-Moir 

 



 

 

From Dr Peter Smart  
 

ANTICIPATION, INCARNATION AND CELEBRATION 
A virgin shall conceive and bear a son  

and his name shall be called Emmanuel: God with us  
(Matthew 1:23) 

 
It’s that time of the year again, when children of all ages are  
getting excited at the thought of Christmas, wondering what 
Santa will be bringing them by way of presents. Advent: a time 
of anticipation, a time of waiting. Then Christmas Day comes 
along and they (and we) open our presents, no doubt hoping 
that we’re not going to get some lurid socks and another box of 
handkerchiefs, or yet more smelly stuff to use in the bath 
(delete as appropriate!)  
 
It’s the same for the church. During Advent we are in a period 
of anticipation, waiting with increasing excitement the  
incarnation (the birth) of Jesus: the fulfilment of God’s promise 
of a Messiah, a Saviour. During the four weeks of Advent, we 
prepare ourselves for His coming. In many churches a crib is set 
up and gradually during the month the various players in the 
Christmas story are moved around the church until they come 
to the crib at the appropriate time: first the models of farm  
animals, then Mary and Joseph and, on Christmas night, baby 
Jesus, followed by the shepherds and wise men.  We know 
what we are waiting for, and every year we celebrate the birth 
of Christ. 
 
But for the church, the Christmas season doesn’t finish on the 
twenty fifth of December, to be thrown out with the fancy gift 
wrappings and the remnants of uneaten food. It continues over 
the following two weeks with the Naming of Jesus (on  
1 January), the Epiphany (6 January) and the Baptism of Jesus 

  

 

Year A  – Readings are from the NRSV of the Bible 

10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Greeter Coffee Rota Lead 
Interces-

sions 

  
Val Cadd 

 
Peter Sharp 

 
Peter 
Sharp 

 
Edna Craig 

  

 
Readers as 
per list.  

 
Readers as 
per list.  

 
Readers as 
per list.  

 
Irene  
Paterson  

 

  
Richard 
Clark 

 
Heather 
Gant 
  

 
Janet 
Okumu 
  

 
Peter 
Sharp/ 
Doreen 
Brankin 

 

  
Worship 
Group 

 
Worship 
Group 

 
All  
Available  

   

9.30  
Family  
Service 
All available 

 
All  
Available  

 
All  
Available  

  



 

 

Date 
 

Readings 9.00 am Greeter/
Reader 

4th December –  
2nd S of Advent 

Isa.11. 1-10 
Rom. 15. 4-13 
Matt. 3. 1-12 

  
Doreen Brankin 

11th December – 
3rd S of Advent 
10.30 Nine Lessons 
and Carols  

Isa. 35. 1-10 
James 5. 7-10 
Matt 11. 2-11 

  
Jean Carnie 

18th December – 
4th S of Advent 

 
 
NO SERVICE 

  
 
NO SERVICE 

Sat. 24th December 
11.30 –  
Midnight Mass 

Isa. 52. 7-10 
Heb. 1. 1-4[5-12] 
John 1. 1-14  

 
 

Sun  
25th December – 
Christmas Day. 
9.30  
Family Service 

Isaiah 9. 2-7. 
Titus. 2. 11-14 
Luke 2. 1-14[15-20]  

9.30  
Family Service 

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 

  

 

(on the Sunday between 7 and 13 January).  
 
To follow the story in your Bible, you have to thumb between 
Matthew and Luke’s Gospels. This year (‘Year A’ in our  
lectionary), we actually read Matthew’s account of the birth of 
Jesus on the last Sunday of Advent (Matthew 1:18 – 25). We then 
read Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth and the appearance of the 
angels to the shepherds, telling them of His birth, on Christmas 
Day (Luke 2:1 – 14). We remain with Luke’s account on  
1 January, which tells of the visit by the shepherds to the baby 
Jesus (Luke 2:15 – 20) and then, in one brief verse, records the 
circumcision and naming of Jesus (Luke 2: 21). 
 
This year, Epiphany falls on Saturday, but don’t let that prevent 
you reminding yourself of the visit of the wise men to Jesus and 
their encounter with Herod (Matthew 2:1 – 12). 
 
Lo and behold, after all this adoration of the babe by shepherds 
and wise men, and others yet to appear in our Gospel readings 
for Year A, Jesus is an adult by the time we get to the next day, 
where Matthew records his baptism by John – you know, the 
passage that ends with the awesome words, ‘And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.”’ (Matthew 3:13 – 17) By the end of January, our  
readings will see Jesus calling his first disciples and setting out 
on his earthly ministry: the road that will eventually take him to 
his crucifixion and resurrection, but that will be for April’s 
newsletter. 
 
In conclusion, I wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a  

peaceful new year. God bless you all. 



 

 

Behind the scenes - 4 – Revd. George Garden. 
 
We all know the Book of Common Prayer dates from 1662.  
However, like all publications, it will have been re-printed 
and very early editions become very rare.  So it was with a 
tingle of anticipation that I opened a very old looking Prayer 
Book that I found whilst working through the cupboards in 
the church researching our forthcoming exhibition. 
 
On a fly-leaf at the front was a handwritten inscription, 

which read “Stonehaven 1808, July 3 
Sunday Trinity, begun to be used.  
George Garden”.  The book that was in 
my hands is 208 years old!!  
Revd. George Garden was the priest at 
the Scotch Episcopal Chapel in  
Stonehaven from 1793 to 1835 at a time 
when it was in the High Street (on the 

site now occupied by the Cool Gourmet).   
 
It was named ‘Scotch’ to differentiate it from the ‘Qualified’ 
Chapel (in Cameron Street, now the site of Keith Lodge).  
‘Scotch’ meant they did not acknowledge that the King  
Georges (I to IV) were the rightful Kings, and refused to pray 
for their health.  They also had, on theological grounds, a 
slightly different form of Eucharistic Prayer from the Church 
of England.  The two chapels came together in 1815 
(eventually in the High Street chapel building) before  
moving to St James’ in 1877. 
 
If you look in the 1929 Scottish Prayer Book, you will find 
two Eucharistic services – ‘The Scottish Liturgy’ and ‘The 
Communion’, reflecting this earlier division. 
  

  

 

27 – John: John, son of Zebedee, was one of the twelve apostles 
of Our Lord. Together with his brother James and with Simon 
Peter, he formed a kind of inner circle of Three among the 
Twelve, in that those three were privileged to behold the miracle of 
the Great Catch of Fish, the healing of Peter's mother-in-law, the  
raising of the daughter of Jairus, the Transfiguration, and the Agony 
in Gethsemane. He expressed a willingness to undergo martyrdom 
and is accordingly called a martyr in intention. However, we have  
ancient testimony that, although imprisoned and exiled for his  
testimony to the Gospel, he was eventually released and died a  
natural death in Ephesus: "a martyr in will but not in deed." 
28 January - Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Friar, and Theologian: In the 
thirteenth century, when Thomas Aquinas lived, the works of  
Aristotle, largely forgotten in Western Europe, began to be available 
again, partly from Eastern European sources and partly from Moslem 
Arab sources in Africa and Spain. These works offered a new and  
exciting way of looking at the world. The response of many Christians 
was to denounce Aristotle as an enemy of the Christian Faith. A third 
approach was that of those who tried to hold both Christian and  
Aristotelian views side by side with no attempt to reconcile the two. 
Aquinas had a fourth approach. While remaining a Christian, he  
immersed himself in the ideas of Aristotle, and then undertook to  
explain Christian ideas and beliefs in language that would make sense 
to disciples of Aristotle. At the time, this seemed like a very dangerous 
and radical idea, and Aquinas spent much of his life living on the 
edge of ecclesiastical approval. His success can be measured by the 
prevalence today of the notion that of course all Christian scholars in 
the Middle Ages were followers of Aristotle. 
Aristotle is no longer the latest intellectual fashion, but Aquinas's  
insistence that the Christian scholar must be prepared to meet other 
scholars on their own ground, to become familiar with their view-
points, to argue from their premises, has been a permanent and  
valuable contribution to Christian thought. 

 

(Based on James Kiefer's Christian Biographies ) 



 

 

December/January in the Christian Year 
 
21 December- Thomas the Apostle: The Apostle Thomas (Hebrew or 
Aramaic for "twin") was also called "Didymus" (Greek for "twin"). He 
was absent when the Risen Lord appeared to the other apostles on the 
evening of Easter Day, and refused to believe that Christ had indeed 
risen until he had seen him for himself, but when he had seen Him, he 
said to Him, "My Lord and My God."  
Because of this episode, he has been known ever since as "Doubting 
Thomas." But we ought also to remember his earlier words, when  
Jesus announced His intention of going to the Jerusalem area,  
brushing aside the protests of His disciples that His life was in danger 
there, at which Thomas said to the others: "Let us also go, that we may 
die with him." If Thomas was pessimistic, he was also sturdily loyal. 
Thomas is mentioned as one of the seven disciples who were fishing 
on the Sea of Galilee when the Risen Lord appeared to them.  
26 – Stephen: All that we know about Stephen the Protomartyr (that 
is, the first martyr of the Christian Church) is found in chapters 6 and 
7 of the Book of Acts. 
The early Christian congregations, like the Jewish synagogues, had a 
program of assistance for needy widows, and some of the Greek-
speaking Jews in the Jerusalem congregation complained that their 
widows were being neglected. The apostles replied: "We cannot both 
preach and administer financial matters. Choose seven men from 
among yourselves, respected, Spirit-filled, and of sound judgement, 
and let them be in charge of the accounts, and we will devote our-
selves to prayer and the ministry of the word." The people  
accordingly chose seven men, including Stephen, and the apostles laid 
their hands on them. They are traditionally considered to be the first 
deacons, although the Scriptures do not use the word to describe 
them.  
Stephen was an eloquent and fiery speaker, and a provocative one. 

His blunt declarations that the Temple service was no longer the 
means by which penitent sinners should seek reconciliation 
with God enraged the Temple leaders, who caused him to be 
stoned to death. As he died, he said, "Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them."  

  

 

The Prayer Book I was handling must have been in use for 
many, many years because, inside was a typewritten card, con-
taining the prayer that I was allowed to use to close our A.G.M. 
in October. 
 

Almighty God, giver of all good gifts, who of thy divine        

providence has appointed divers Orders in thy Church; give thy 

grace, we humbly beseech thee to all those who are to be called to 

any office and administration in the same;  and so replenish them 

with the truth of thy doctrine, and endue them with innocency of 

life, that they may faithfully serve before thee, to the glory of thy 

Great Name and the benefit of the Holy Church, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
We can’t tell whether this beautiful prayer was created by 
George Garden, but we certainly should remember his  
substantial legacy of unifying our small part of Christianity. 
 
David Fleming 
 
Flowers for Christmas. 
As Christmas Day is a Sunday this year we will decorate the 
church one morning through the week - date to suit ladies 
available.  We would be very grateful for some greenery to add 
to the window decorations and this can be left in the baptistery 
after Sunday 18th.  At the moment we have not had an offer of 
a real tree - we are very grateful to the real ones we have  
received in recent years -  however if it causes no offence we 
could use an artificial one. 
 
Please may I THANK all the members of the flower rota and 
members of the congregation who have decorated the church 
this year.  Arranging and watering the flowers through the 



 

 

year is a commitment.  I will be drawing up next year’s rota 
very shortly so if any members have any specific requests or 
would like to join the rota please let me know. 
 
Burns Supper 2017 
 

This is planned for Saturday 21st January in the church hall.  A 
list will go out in the new year for names.  Two members of the 
congregation have offered to firstly Address the haggis and 
secondly give the Immortal Memory but I need a lady and 
gentleman for the toast and reply (Peter is on stand by for the 
toast so ........).  Sorry to have to ask but without speakers we're 
a bit stuck. 
 
Social Committee 
 
The Christmas coffee morning is on Saturday 10th December 
at 10a.m. in the church hall.  We are having the following 
stalls; cake and candy, knitting, books, raffle and a tombola.  
The lady from Newtonhill Brownies will be with us with her 
patchworks.  The tombola will be a £1 a ticket but everyone is 
a winner.  Donations to all the stalls would be very gratefully 
received. 
 
We are now going to set up the hall on Friday 9th evening at 
8pm because we are fitting in with a long standing booking 
that was originally for the church and now is in the hall.  If this 
doesn't fit in for anyone, we will be in the hall from 8.45am 
Saturday morning or things could be dropped off during  
Friday afternoon and left in the kitchen. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at the coffee morning on the 
10th December. 
         Val Cadd  

  

 

bucket in the shop for donations. 
 
Next Meeting:  29th November 2016 
 
 
Future Services 
 
Owing to ill health, Anne has had to withdraw from taking any 
further services after December. She and David had intended to 
retire in May but circumstances have unfortunately changed. We 
are very grateful to them for all the work they have carried out 
for the church and we will arrange to recognise this in the  
New Year. 
 
This means that the Vestry has had to make some difficult  
decisions as we no longer have sufficient people to provide our 
usual services. For the moment we will not be offering a service 
on Wednesdays. On Sunday 18th December there will not be a  
9 o’clock service. On Sunday 1st January the 10.30 service will be 
a joint one at St Ternan’s. 
 
Dr Peter Smart reminded the vestry of the chorus to the hymn  
I do not know what lies ahead,     
 
We know who holds the future, and He’ll guide us with his hand; 
With God things don’t just happen, everything by Him is planned. 
So as we face tomorrow, with its problems large and small, 
We’ll trust the God of miracles, give to Him our all. 
 

Peter 



 

 

specifications for the heating system.  The main switch board 
will need rewiring. 
New plumbing is required in the Sacristy and church office. 
Wire frames as protectors are needed for all ground level  
windows. 
WiFi and CCTV for the church and hall.  We may need to instal 
a phone line in the hall for the WiFi. 
The second round of bids is to go to HLF shortly. 
Leader Fund:  This grant will go towards the exhibition boards.  
The next meeting is on 2nd November. 
Hall:  Sally says the hall is being left in a much better state 
since David sent an email to all user groups reminding them of 
their responsibilities. 
Garden: As Fiona Pearson’s casket is lying between two  
peony roses in the Garden of Rest it was felt not necessary to 
buy another commemorative plant. 
 
Fund Raising/Social 
Another successful Book Browse was held at the beginning of 
October.  The next one will be on 3rd December. 
The Coffee Morning will be on 10th December. 
The Burns Supper is planned for 21st January. 
David has ordered 250 tea towels and book marks to sell in aid 
of Church funds. 
 
AOCB 
David sent photos and information about Ernest Hayes to 
Bishop Luscombe and has received a cheque for £500 from him 
towards the exhibition boards. 
Anne O’Gorman attended a talk at Far and Wide by a  
gentleman from Embrace, an organisation involved with  
refugees in Syria providing them with mattresses, powdered 
milk and food vouchers.  Far and Wide are planning to send a 
donation to this organisation in November and will put a 

  

 

Vestry Minutes October 2016 
 
Matters Arising 
Barbara from ‘Far and Wide’ will contact Pat Millar about the 
donations to Swaziland being used to purchase seeds and a 
poly tunnel. 
David reported that the application for the Public Liability  
Licence has been applied for and the notice is on display in the 
church. 
A quotation on folding tables is still awaited from Lyn. 
 
Correspondence 
Letter received from Victoria Stock about finding repatriated 
WW1 grave markers. 
The Bishop’s new PA is Sharon Louden and can be contacted at 
office@brechin.anglican.org 
Letter received from ‘Christians on Ageing’ looking for  
examples of work carried out in our Church community.   
Anne O’Gorman will reply to this letter. 
The examples were (1) Mental health and well-being  
(2) Relationships (3) Retirement. 
As a church we have home visits, Mums and Grandmothers 
and Toddlers.  We are also involved in ‘Far and Wide’.   
Stonehaven has a Befriending Group. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Main Account   £17,152 
Fabric Fund Account  £10,074 
Buildings Account    £6,007 
St Philip’s      £1,066 
Cash       £5,139 
Share Value   £84,508 
 
St James’ Report 
The AGM is on the 30th October after the service.   



 

 

Anne O’Gorman has received all the reports.  We have three 
nominations to serve on the Vestry. 
David has been in touch with Amanda Boyle’s colleague and it 
has been established that a certificate was issued by the Care  
Inspectorate.  A meeting with Amanda is to be arranged when 
the report has been received. 
David suggested that we have a calendar showing liturgical, 
fund-raising and social events. 
The readers’ list is almost complete. 
 
Report on St Philip’s 
It was decided not to hold services at St Philip’s in December 
and January. 
 
The Way Forward 
Printed Material for Visitors 
Home produced material:-    
• We are aware of people with word processing skills. 
• Hand written posters are clear. 
• Posters are checked that they are in date, and not  
 ‘dog-eared’ 
• Colour is used for posters 
Welcome Boards and Leaflets:  
• The board is just inside the church and obvious to visitors. 
• The posters are clearly worded and well-spaced on the 

board. 
• There is a visitors’ book, and we talk to visitors if we are in 

church 
• We do not offer a prayer or blessing unless requested. 
Church Guides:    
• We have leaflets available on the table in the Baptistery 
• There are green books with the history of St James. 
• Post cards are available. 
Explanatory/history signs:  The new exhibition boards will 

  

 

cover this. 
Special Features: These will be covered by the exhibition 
boards. 
Children’s Guides: These can be incorporated in the exhibition 
boards. 
 
How do we tell visitors about our Christian Faith? 
There is the Easter Garden and the Christmas crib. 
Information will be included on the new exhibition boards. 
 
Worship 
The Ecumenical service for Nine Lessons and Carols will be 
held on 4th December in St Bridget’s Hall. 
All services at St James are covered until the end of December, 
with Jane Nelson taking a service at St James and St Ternan’s 
each month, Anne Geldart taking services for the first two 
weeks of each month, and Peter Smart, Arma Iles and Pam  
Levack-Moir covering the other weeks.  The Bishop will take a 
service at St James and St Ternan’s once every three months.  It 
has been suggested that the two churches worship together on 
these occasions.  This has been agreed in principle. 
There is a meeting in Arbroath on Saturday for servers.  David 
Fleming and Pam Levack-Moir are attending. 
 
Fabric 
Church: There has been another leak in the Baptistery.  The 
steeplejacks are due next week and will look at this problem. 
The leak in the Sacristy sink has been resolved. 
The windows in the church and toilet are still away being  
repaired. 
Heritage Lottery Fund :  
Richardson & Starling are to give estimates for damp proofing.  
It looks as if the water problem is from the gutters, not the roof. 
Stephen Shand, the electrician, and the architect are drawing up 


