On the Road with Jesus
The Gospel of Matthew

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross.”

Matthew 16:24

Welcome to Trinity Presbyterian Church
January 10, 2021 – First Sunday after Epiphany
To Our Guests:

Visiting a church can be an intimidating experience, especially in this time of a pandemic! We are glad that you
are here, and we hope to remove as much of that awkwardness as we can from your visit to Trinity.
Our Sunday service usually lasts about an hour, and this bulletin is designed to help you navigate it. There are
short paragraphs on the following pages to explain each part. The goal of the service is to help each of us to see
Jesus more clearly and understand more fully how he makes a difference in our lives. Our hope is that every part
of the service is accessible to you, whether you’ve spent years in the church or you’ve never been to a church
service in your life.
If you are new to Trinity or just visiting, we would love to meet you! If you can, please hang around for a few
minutes after the service so we can get to know you. If you have any questions about Trinity, Pastor Geoff Ziegler
would enjoy hearing from you (you can email him at geoff@trinityhinsdale.com).
Our weekly e-newsletter is full of information about Trinity events and ways to get involved in our church life.
To find out more information about our church or sign up for our e-newsletter, visit our website,
www.trinityhinsdale.com.
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Tom Vander Veen

Call to Worship:
The primary actor in Christian
worship is not us. It’s God. He
is the one who has forgiven
us and lovingly enables us
to worship him. The Call to
Worship reminds us that no
matter what our economic or
social status is, no matter how
much we have failed or how
inadequate we might feel, God
welcomes us to draw near.

Welcome
Call to Worship – From Romans 11:33-12:1
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!
“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”
“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?”
For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory
forever! Amen.
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you!
Come, let us worship our God.
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Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Words & Music: Robert Robertson

Come Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise His name! I'm fixed upon it,
Name of God's redeeming love.
Hither to Thy love has blest me;
Thou hast brought me to this place;
And I know, Thy hand will bring me,
Safely home by Thy good grace.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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Confession of Faith:
At the heart of worship is the
confession of what is true:
“You are worthy, our Lord
and God, to receive honor
and power.” As we together
confess historic creeds and
catechisms, we unite with
churches throughout the world
and throughout the ages in
declaring the greatness of our
God.

Confession of Faith - Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 1
Christian, what is your only comfort in life and in death?
That I am not my own, but belong— body and soul,
in life and in death— to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil.
He also watches over me in such a way
that not a hair can fall from my head
without the will of my Father in heaven;
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit,
assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing
and ready from now on to live for him. Amen.
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Pastor Nick Owens

Announcements

More information can be
found in our Life at Trinity
e-newsletter.

Prayer is one of the primary
ways we fulfill our calling to
love God and neighbor. We
are given the privilege of
asking our gracious God to
care for the needs of each
other and the world around
us. And as we pray together,
we reorient ourselves to the
greatness of our God, learning
to depend on him in expectant
hope.

Prayers of the People
Incomprehensible God, the fullness of all you are is beyond us. Your wisdom
confounds human wisdom. Left to ourselves we would never know you nor could
ever know you. We pause in awe that you reveal yourself to us. We praise you that
reveal your character and your ways that we might know you and follow you. We
praise you for the mystery of Christ, your glorious plan of salvation, and for your
word given to us that we might understand, love, and praise you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord we confess our unbelief. We acknowledge that we regularly struggle
to live for you and entrust all we have and all of our lives to your and the mission of
your kingdom in this world. Help us to rightly value and treasure you and the things
you are up to in our lives and in this, your world. Especially in the seemingly small
and sometimes unrecognized ways where you are advancing your kingdom, help us
in all things to trust you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We thank you that you hear us and call us to continue steadfastly in prayer and so
we pray for your worldwide Church. We pray for churches new and old, for those
growing and struggling. We pray for new believers who have just recently been
brought to life in Christ as well as seasoned brothers and sisters who have known
you and your grace for decades. Open the eyes of our hearts that your whole
Church might know more and more the glorious hope of belonging to you and
sharing in all we have through union with your Son, Jesus Christ.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
And with churches throughout the world we pray together, as your Son taught us to
pray, saying:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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Ann Powers

Scripture Reading – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-46

At the very heart of worship is
not our speech, but God’s. We
express our loving faith in God
first and foremost by listening
carefully to him.

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain
of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all
seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
33
He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.
44

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who,
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
45

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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Pastor Geoff Ziegler
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Sermon – “The Hidden Greatness of the Kingdom"

Confession of Sin:
Our loving Father welcomes
us into his presence to confess
how we have sinned against
him and our neighbors. This
allows us to speak about our
sin truthfully, both publicly and
privately.

Community Confession of Sin

Good News of the Gospel – Romans 8:1-4
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free
from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do because
it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, in order
that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not
live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Through Christ God's righteous requirements have been fulfilled in you; you are
free from all condemnation.
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Supper
God welcomes us to his table, promising to nourish believers spiritually in Christ through
these signs of his loving commitment to us, his church. All baptized believers in Christ
are invited to participate in this family meal and have their faith strengthened. If you
have not yet professed your faith in Christ, we ask that you instead use this period as a
time of reflection and prayer. We invite you to use any of the prayers printed below.
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord God, I don’t really know who you are. Please show yourself to me. The Bible says
that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. If this is true, please help me to see this and
accept Jesus as your Son, no matter what that might cost me. Help me to know you.
Prayer of Belief and Repentance
Lord Jesus Christ, I confess to you that I am deeply sinful and desperately need your help.
I believe what you have said in your Word: that you love me and have died for me to
bring me back home to God. I turn from my old way of life, from being my own master,
and I place my trust in you. You are now my king. You are now my savior who has forgiven me. I promise to follow you wherever you lead me.
Prayer for Those Overcome By Doubt and Sin
Lord God, I’m no longer sure that I believe in you or that any of this is real. And I realize
that my life doesn’t reflect a faith in you. I feel like something is missing, but I don’t know
what to do. Please have mercy on me and lead me back to you.
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On Jordan's Stormy Banks

Words: Samuel Stennett and Music: Christopher Miner

On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan's fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.
Chorus
I am bound, I am bound,
I am bound for the Promised Land
I am bound, I am bound,
I am bound for the Promised Land
All o'er those wide extended plains,
Shines one eternal day
There God, the Son forever reigns,
And scatters night away.
No chilling winds nor poisonous breath,
Can reach that healthful shore,
Where sickness sorrow, pain and death,
Are felt and feared no more.
When shall I reach that happy place,
And be forever blessed
When shall I see my Father's face,
And in his bosom rest.
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Just as we gather for worship
at God’s initiative, so also do
we finish our time with God’s
Word. Together we hear and
receive God’s blessing upon us
as we go and seek to worship
him in our lives throughout the
week.

Benediction

Musicians:
Nick Owens – acoustic guitar
Erik Swanson – electric bass
Sara Strange – vocals
Susan Dudek – flute
Timothy Ziegler – percussion
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To be Christ’s beautiful church for the good of the world.
Pastors & Staff
Geoff Ziegler, Lead Pastor
geoff@trinityhinsdale.com

Nick Owens, Pastor of Outreach
nick@trinityhinsdale.com

Ted Powers, Pastor of Missions
tpowers01@outlook.com
Jennifer Houch, Director of Children’s Church
jenny.houch@gmail.com
Kristen O’Rourke, Director of Nursery
orourkeks@gmail.com
Susan Dudek, Director of Children’s Sunday School
spdudek@sbcglobal.net

Ann Powers, Executive Director
ann@trinityhinsdale.com

Dave Luce, Director of Congregational Care
dave@trinityhinsdale.com
(630) 674 0341
Madeleine Cooper, Church Administrator
madeleine@trinityhinsdale.com
Becky Vander Veen, Treasurer
treasurer@trinityhinsdale.com

		
Elders (The Session)
Scott Baartman (sabbatical), John Bone, Wayne Dingler, Nathan O’Bryon, Matt Potoshnick, Tom Vander Veen
Diaconal Team (Deacons in Italics)
Eric Anderson, Benjie Biscoglia, Colleen DeKraker, Sue DiSanto, LaVon Lenaway, Tim Hoving,
Stu Mills, Rich Tameling, Jeff Snape (sabbatical), Jacqui Wooldridge
You can contact the diaconal team directly at dave@trinityhinsdale.com.
Women’s Shepherding Team
Barb Mills (sabbatical), Karen Dingler, Rebecca O’Bryon, Nicole Potoshnick, Ann Powers
Community Groups
Community groups are one of the chief ways we team up to care for each other and seek the good
of our neighborhoods. We currently meet in the following locations:
Downers Grove • Elmhurst • Hinsdale East • Hinsdale West • Lisle/Woodridge
Western Springs North • Western Springs South • Wheaton/Glen Ellyn
For more information about our ongoing ministries and community life, subscribe to our e-newsletter
at www.trinityhinsdale.com, or you can email us with any questions at office@trinityhinsdale.com.
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