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Dear Parents and Carers,
A warm hello to you all. The term is now in full swing and the
classrooms are once again full of songs, chatter and learning. It
has been a really positive start to the new school year, with a
renewed energy filling the building.

Diary Dates
Michaelmas Festival

Thursday 30th September
KG: 12:30
Friday 1st October
MS: 8:55 (for 9:00am start)

Our lovely new families have settled extremely well and have
quickly become part of the Bristol Steiner School family. We
look forward to welcoming more children after the half term
break.

Parents Evening 1
(Main School)

Class 1 – Wednesday 13th
October – 3:30pm
Class 4 & 5 – Thursday 14th
October – 3:30pm

Dates for the Year

End of Term

Friday 22nd October

An updated calendar of events, some familiar and some new, should now be with you. This will also be available
on the school website, along with a rolling reminder of up-coming dates on each newsletter.
Please note, there will now be two inset days at the beginning of the Spring term, rather than one, as previously
advertised (Monday 10th January and Tuesday 11th January). The inset day originally planned for Monday 28th
February will no longer take place.
Michaelmas’ Week
The first of the school’s festivals will take place next week.
Kindergarten families are invited to join the children in their Michaelmas’ celebrations on Thursday 30th September
at 12:30, when a special story will be shared.
Main School’s celebrations will take place on Friday 1st October. Main School and Kindergarten parents are
welcome to stay and watch, after morning drop off. You will be shown through to the garden at 8:55 ready for a
9:00 o’clock start. The opening of the festival will last no longer than 30 minutes, after which time you will be
shown out of the building. We please ask that when in then building masks are kindly worn, thank you.
Festivities, of course, will continue for the remainder of the morning. The children across the Main School will work
collaboratively to prepare and cook a supper of soup, bread and fruit salad, made from vegetables and fruit that
the children bring in on the day. This will culminate in a shared lunch at 12:30.
For children not attending afternoon care on Friday 1st, pick up will be at 1:00, rather than 12:45. Please let class
teachers and Reception know, if the usual 12:45 pickup is still preferable.
Kindergarten Parent’s Evening
The first of several parent’s evenings planned for the Kindergarten for this year has already taken place, and what
an amazing turn out this week, to mark the return to in-house events. The support, enthusiasm and warmth of the
parent body was truly wonderful. Thank you to all of those who attended.
Main School Parent’s Evening
The Main School parent’s evenings are to follow shortly. This will provide the opportunity to meet with class
teachers and find out about the term ahead. It is a chance also for families to connect and reengage with the
school community, something dearly valued by all associated with Bristol Steiner School.
P.T.O

Parent Consultations
The first of these is due to take place after half term. In contrast to parent’s evenings, consultations provide the
chance to speak with class teachers, on a one-to-one, about children’s progress. At this point in the year, the focus
will very much be on how well the children have settled.
Should you wish to speak with a class teacher before this time, however, then please do not hesitate to contact
Reception. At this key time, transitioning in to a new year, a new class- indeed a new school for some- can present
challenges. The staff are here to offer any reassurance that is required. You only need ask and we will be more than
happy to accommodate.
Parking
Parking continues to be a challenge for parents and residents at drop off and pick up. I appreciate that there are no
easy answers to this problem. However, to ensure that this remains safe for all and avoids restricted access for the
school’s neighbours, can I please ask that care and consideration are given when doing so. Many thanks for your
cooperation.
Class 5 Camp
‘This weekend past, Class 5 went on their ‘Class 4 Camp’ that they had sadly
missed due to COVID. Organised by the parents, we chose the beautiful site in
the Wye valley at the Wood Craft Folk site, Biblins. We hired bell tents to sleep
in and sleeping matts provided, a marquee to eat and hang out in and a cooking
tent with gas cooker and fridge. All we had to do was get there and bring food,
clothes and swimming costumes.
We had a torch light walk, an expedition to Symons Yatt to swim and take the
ferry, singing round the fire, torch light hide and seek and delicious meals eaten
together.
This camp was so important after so much social isolation, restrictions and life
lived online, it was a much needed healing. The children connected as a group,
played, laughed and had time and space to be together. It gave them a chance
to solidify and explore their relationships and dynamics in a big space, and with
lots of time to do it and it sort of did the same for us parents. As families, we all
joined together as a class community and it reminded me of the very reason we
choose to in Waldorf education, nourishing activities and development of
relationships, which has all but disappeared over the last year or two. It was a
truly special time spent together in an amazingly beautiful place to spend the
last days of summer.
We are planning to go back each year until this class five are 18! We would recommend it as a site for other classes
to camp in.’
-Jocasta Crofts
All that remains is to wish you all a happy, healthy and peaceful term.
With very best wishes
Nicola Forder (she/her)
Head Teacher
Bristol Steiner School
Redland Hill House
.T.

