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E’E:“T‘m finished in autumn 1949, mers than four years after the de- =
35 ~ feat of Hitler Germany, less than four years before Stalin's i
P death. The first sdition of the book appeared im 1951. In re- 1
V trospect, the years I spent writing it, from 1945 onwards, ap-

l pear like the first period of relstive calm after decades of j
% turmoil, confusion, and plain horror——the revolutions after

the First World War, the rise of totalitarisn movements and the
: '1};:’# undermining of parliamentary governmen LT all sorts
of new mmlig;"ﬂmm."
semi-Fascist, one-party and military dietatorships,
. mees firm establishment of totalitarien governments res
- ium-fnww’nhunulm. the year of what mow is
: “mn called the "second revolution,” and in Germany in 1933, "_";'.

1f' (] with the defest of Nast Germany, part of the story had come
to an end. This seemed the firat appropriate moment to look upon
conteaporary events with the backward=directed glance of mﬂ:i-
torian and the analytical zeal of the politieal uluﬂ.l&m ’
to try to tell and to understand what had happened, mm“
oo’ Srm ot @tmdic. Still in eriaf mnd marraws and.kenss.wteh - Se O
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