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Imagine a world in which women are fighting for unprecedented rights, the economic climate is unpredictable, and every year new technological changes occur. While this world may sound like today, it also describes America in the 1890s.  It was in this world that the writer Kate Chopin wrote and lived, and many of the questions of that time were reflected in
her story The Story of the Hour. Now, more than a century later, history remains one of Kate Chopin's most famous works and continues to shed light on the inner struggles of women who have been denied autonomy. In this guide to Kate Chopin's History of the Hour, we discuss: A Brief History of Kate Chopin and America's 1890s History Of the Hour brief
analysis of key elements of history in The Story of the Hour, including themes, characters and characters By the end of this article, you'll have an expert insight into Kate Chopin's Story of the Hour. So let's get started! History hour Summary If it's been a while since you've read Kate Chopin's Story of the Hour, it can be hard to remember important details.
This section includes a short summary, but you can find the PDF Story of the Hour and the full version here. We encourage you to read it again before you dive into our analysis in the next section!  For those who just need retraining, here's a story-hour summary: Mrs. Louise Mallard was home when her sister, Josephine, and her husband's friend, Richards,
come to tell her that her husband, Brentley Mallard, was killed in a train accident. Richards was in the newspaper's office when the news broke and he takes Josephine with him to break the news to Louise because they fear a worse heart condition. Hearing the news of her husband's death, Louise is heartbroken, locked in her room and crying. Hence the
story changes in tone. As Louise handles the news of her husband's death, she realizes something wonderful and terrible at the same time: she is free. At first she is afraid to admit it, but Louise quickly finds peace and joy in her reception. She realizes that while she will be sad about her husband (she loved him, sometimes, Chopin writes), Louise is happy to
be able to live for herself. She keeps repeating the word free as she comes to terms with what the death of her husband means for her life.  At the same time, Josephine sits at Louise's door, persuading her to leave because she is worried about Louise's heart condition. After praying that her life is long lived, Louise agrees to leave. However, when she goes
down, the front door opens to show her who has not been killed in an accident at all. While Richards tries to keep Louise's heart from shock by defending husband out of sight, Louise dies suddenly, which doctors later attribute to heart disease-joy that kills. Kate Chopin, author of The Story of the Hour, became one of the most famous American writers of the
19th century.  The story of Kate Chopin and the 1890s, before we move on to the Story of the Hour analysis section, it's helpful to know a little about Kate Chopin and the world in which she lived.  A brief biography of Kate Chopin born in 1850 to wealthy Catholic parents in St. Louis, Missouri, Kate Chopin (originally Kate O'Flaherty) knew the difficulties from
an early age. In 1855, Chopin lost her father Thomas when he died in a tragic and unexpected train accident. The events of this loss will remain with Kate for the rest of her life, eventually becoming the basis for the story of the hour almost forty years later. Chopin was well educated throughout her childhood, reading insatiably and fluently in French. Chopin
was also very aware of the gap between the strong and the oppressed in society at the time. She grew up during the American Civil War, so she had first-hand knowledge of violence and slavery in the United States.  Chopin was also subjected to unconventional roles for women because of her marital status. Her mother, grandmother and great-grandmother
decided to remain widows (rather than marry again) after the death of their husbands. Consequently, Chopin learned how important women's independence can be, and this idea will permeate much of her writing later.  As Chopin grew older, she became known for her beauty and congeniality society in St. Louis. At the age of nineteen, she married Oscar
Chopin, who was from a wealthy cotton family. The couple moved to New Orleans, where they would start as a joint store and a large family. (Chopin will have seven children within the next nine years!)  While Oscar adored his wife, he was less capable of doing business. Financial problems forced the family to move around rural Louisiana. Unfortunately,
Oscar died of a swamp fever in 1882, leaving Chopin in heavy debt and with the responsibility of managing a family-fighting business.  After trying her hand at property management for a year, Chopin acknowledged his mother's requests to return with her children to St. Louis. Chopin's mother died a year later. In order to feed herself and her children, Kate
began writing to support her family.  Fortunately, Chopin found immediate success as a writer. Many of her short stories and novels, including her most famous novel, Awakening-Deal With Life in Louisiana. She was also known as a fast and prolific writer, and by the late 1900s she had written over 100 short stories, articles and essays.  Unfortunately,
Chopin died of a suspected brain haemorrhage in 1904, aged But the history of Kate Chopin's hour and other compositions stood the test of time. Her work lived, and now she is recognized as one of the most important American writers of the 19th century.  American life is undergoing significant changes in the 19th century. Technology, culture and even
leisure are changing.  American Life in the 1890s The Story of the Hour was written and published in 1894, just in the 1800s coming to an end. As the world entered the new century, American life also changed rapidly.  In the 1890s, for example, jobs changed dramatically. Gone are the days when most people had to work on a farm or a farm. Factory jobs
created by industrialization have made the work more efficient, and many of these factory owners have gradually introduced a more humane attitude towards their workers, giving them more free time than ever. Although the country was in recession at this time, technological changes such as electric lighting and the popularization of radio improved the daily
lives of many people and allowed to create new jobs. It is noteworthy, however, that the work for women is different. Working women in general have been viewed upside down by society, regardless of why they need work.  Women who worked while they were married or pregnant were even harsher. It was expected that women of social rank Kate Chopin
would not work at all, sometimes even delegating responsibility for the management of the house or the raising of children to maids or nannies. In the 1890s, the job was only for lower-class women who could not afford a life of rest. In response, the National Association of Women Women was established in 1890 to fight for women's social and political rights.
Although Kate Chopin was not a formal member of the suffragettes movements, she believed that women should have more freedoms as individuals, and often talked about these ideas in her work, including in The Story of the Hour.  Kate Chopin's Story hours a brief exploration of marriage and repression in America. History Hour Analysis Now that you
have important background information, it's time to start analyzing the history of the hour. This short story is filled with opposing forces. Topics, characters and even characters in history are often equal, but opposite to each other. In History of the Hour, the analysis of all these elements reveals a deeper meaning. The history of the Hour Topics Theme
message is explored in a piece of literature. Most stories have several themes that certainly take place in The Story of the Hour. Despite the fact that Chopin's story is short, it discusses thematic ideas of freedom, repression and marriage.  Keep reading to discuss the importance of each Freedom and repression The most common theme in Chopin's history
is the struggle between freedom and repression. Simply put, repression occurs when a person's thoughts, feelings or desires are subdued. Repressions can occur both inside and outside the country. For example, if a person goes through a traumatic accident, he may (consciously or subconsciously) decide to suppress the memory of the accident itself.
Similarly, if a person wants or needs what society deems unacceptable, society can work to suppress that person. In the 19th century, women were often victims of repression. They had to be modest, gentle and passive, which often went to the desires of women.  Given this, it is clear that Louise Mallard is a victim of social repression. Until the alleged death
of her husband, Louise does not feel free. In their marriage Louise is repressed. Readers see this as Brentley moving around in the outside world while Louise is chained to her home. Brentley uses the railway on his own, enters his home of his own accord and has individual property in the form of his portfolio and umbrella. Brentley is even free of the
knowledge of the train crash on his return home. Louise, on the other hand, is stuck at home because of her position as a woman and her heart condition.  Here Chopin draws a strong contrast between what it means to be free for men and women. While freedom is only part of what it means to be a man in America, freedom for women looks markedly
different. In Louise's life, what society believes that a woman should be and how a wife should behave is shaped. After Louise's husband dies, however, she sees a way where she can start claiming some of the most masculine freedoms for herself. Chopin shows how important freedom is to a woman's life when, after all, it is not the shock of the return of her
husband, who kills Louise, but the thought of losing her freedom again. Marriage Marriage as a Story of the Hour is a theme more than just an idyllic life spent with a significant other. Mallard's marriage shows the reality of life in the 1890s, which was familiar to many people. Marriage was a means of social control, meaning marriage helped to keep women in
control and to ensure the social and political power of men. While husbands are generally free to roam the world on their own, work and make important family decisions, wives (at least upper-class wives) must stay at home and be home.  Marriage in the case of Louise Mallard has very little love. She sees her marriage as a lifelong bond in which she feels
trapped, which readers see when she admits that she loved her husband only occasionally. What's more, she describes her marriage as a powerful bend in will in this blind perseverance with which men and women believe that they have the right to impose private will on someone's being. In other words, Louise Mallard feels injustice in the hope that her life
is dictated by the will of her husband. Like history, the marriages that Kate witnessed often ended in early or unexpected death. All the women in her family, including Kate, have outlived their husbands and are not in re-birth. Although history tells us that Kate Chopin was happy in her marriage, she knew that many women were not. Showing a marriage that
was built on the control and expectations of society, Chopin's History of the Hour highlights the need for a world that respects women as valued partners in marriage as well as capable people. While this picture of Johann George Meyer was not specifically by Louise Mallard, the young woman looking out the window is an image of what Louise might look like
as she understood her freedom. History hour Characters Best Stories have developed characters that takes place in The Story of the Hour, too. The five characters make up the cast of The Story of the Hour: Louise Mallard Josephine Richards Brentley Mallard Doctor (s) Exploring the details of each character, we can better understand their motives, social
role, and the purpose of the story. Louise Mallard Only from the first sentence we learn a lot about Louise Mallard. Chopin writes: Knowing that Mrs Mallard suffered from heart problems, great care was taken to break to her as softly as possible the news of her husband's death. It is only from this statement that we know that she is married, has heart problems
and is likely to react strongly to bad news. We also know that the person who shares bad news finds Louise sensitive and sensitive. Over the next few paragraphs, we also learn that Louise is a housewife, indicating that she will be part of the middle and upper class in the 1890s. Chopin also describes Louise's appearance as young, a fair, calm face with
lines of strength. These characteristics are not purely physical, but both bleed in its character throughout history. Louise's personality is described as different from other women. While many women will be amazed with the news in disbelief, Louise cries with a wild rejection that shows just how powerful her emotions are. In addition, while other women will be
content to mourn for longer, Louise quickly moves from grief to joy about her husband's passing.   Ultimately, Chopin uses Louise's character to show readers what a typical experience of a woman married was in the 1890s. She uses Louise to criticize the repressive and repressive nature of marriage, especially when Louise rejoices in her newfound
freedom.  Josephine Josephine Sister. We never hear about Josephine's last name or whether she is married or not. We know she came with Richards, a friend of Brentley's, to hear the news of his death to her sister.  When Josephine tells Louise the bad news, she can tell Louise about Brentley's death only in veiled hints, instead of telling her directly.
Readers may interpret this as an attempt by Josephine to spare Louise's feelings. Josephine is particularly concerned about her sister's heart condition, which we see in more detail later when she warns Louise, You will get sick. When Louise locks himself in her room, Josephine desperately tries to make sure her sister is okay, and pleads with Louise to let
her in.  Josephine is a key supporting character for Louise, helping her mourn, although she never knows that Louise has found new freedom from her husband's supposed death. But from Josephine's actions and interactions with Louise, readers can accurately assume that she cares about her sister (even if she doesn't know how unhappy Louise finds her
life).  Richards Richards is another supporting character, although he is described as a friend of Brentley's rather than Louise's friend. It's Richards who learns about the alleged death of Brentley Mallard while in the newspaper office- he sees the name Of Brentley leading the list killed . Richards' main role in The Story of the Hour is the beginning of the story. 
In addition, Richard's presence in the newspaper's editorial office indicates that he is a writer, editor or newspaper employee (although Chopin leaves it to readers). Richards cares enough to double-check the news and make sure Brentley is probably dead. He also enlists Josephine's help to reach Louise. He tries to get to Louise before a less cautious, less
gentle friend can break the sad news for her, suggesting that he is a thoughtful man in his own right.  It is also important to note that Richards is aware of Louise's heart condition, meaning that he knows Louise Mallard well enough to know about her health and how she is likely to bear grief. He appears again in the story at the very end when he tries (and
fails) to shield Brentley from his wife's vision to prevent her heart from reacting badly. Although Richards is the background character in the narrative, he demonstrates a high level of friendship, consideration and concern for Louise.  Brentley Mallard would have been on a train like this when the accident allegedly happened. Brentley Mallard Mr. Brentley
Mallard is the husband of the main character, Louise. We get a few details about him, although readers know that he was on a train that met a serious accident. For much of the story, readers believe Brentley Mallard is dead, though the late Story hour shows he was alive the whole time. In fact, Brentley doesn't even know about the rail tragedy when he
comes home traveling stained.  Immediately after Louise hears the news of his death, she remembers him fondly. She notices his kind, tender hands and says that Brentley never looked to save with love on her. It's not so much Brentley as her marriage to him that depresses Louise. Although he apparently always loved Louise, Louise only occasionally
loved Brentley. She constantly felt that he was imposing on her private will, as most husbands do with their wives. And while she understands that Brentley probably did it without malice, she also realized that good intention or cruel intent makes repression no less a crime.  Brentley's absence from this story does two things. First, it stands in stark contrast to
Louise's life of illness and imprisonment. Second, Brentley's absence allows Louise to imagine a life of freedom outside of marriage, which gives her hope. In fact, when he appears alive and well (and dashes Louise's hopes for freedom), she is passed away.  Doctor (s) Although the mention of them is brief, the final sentence of the story is astounding.
Chopin writes: When the doctors came, they said she died of heart disease - a joy that kills. Just as she had no freedom in life, her liberation from the death of her husband is said as the joy that killed her. In life, as in death, the truth of Louise Mallard is never known. Everything readers know about her delight at her newfound freedom takes place in Louise's
own consciousness; she never gets a chance to share her secret joy with anyone else. Consequently, the end of history is two-way. According to the doctors, Louise Mallard was glad to see her husband, and her heart betrayed her. And outwardly, no one has any reason to suspect otherwise. Her reaction was that obedient, delicate wife who could not bear
the shock of her husband returned from the grave.  But readers can conclude that Louise Mallard died of the grief of freedom she never had, then found and then lost again. Readers may interpret Louise's death as her experience of true grief in a story that for her perfect life, briefly realized, then snatched.  In History of the Hour the appearance of hearts
symbolizes both repression and hope. The symbolism and motifs of The Story of the Hour is any object, word or other element that appears in history and has additional meanings. Motives are elements from the story that take meaning from repetition throughout the narrative. The line between characters and motifs is often hazy, but authors use both to help
communicate their ideas and themes.   In the history of the hour, symbolism is everywhere, but the three main symbols present in the story are: the heart of the house and Outdoors Joy and Sadness Heart Disease, called as heart condition within the text, opens and closes the text. The disease is the initial cause for everyone's anxiety, as Louise's condition
makes her delicate. Later, heart disease causes Louise's death after The Safe Return of Brentley. In this case, Louise's sick heart has symbolic meaning because it tells readers that her life has left her heartbroken. When she finds that she has finally found freedom, Louise prays for a long life ... when only the day before, she shuddered to think that life could
be long. As Louise understands her freedom, it's almost as if her heart sparks back to life. Chopin writes: Now her breasts got up and fell violently... she sought to repel him. . . . Her pulses beat fast, and the running blood is heated and relaxed every inch of her body. These words suggest that with her newfound freedom, the symptoms of her heart disease
have risen. Readers may assume that Louise's sick heart is the result of suppression, and hope brings her heart back to life.   Unfortunately, when Brentley returns, Louise's heart disease is 100. And, although her death is explained by joy, the return of her (both symbolic and literal) heart disease kills her in the end.  Home and Outdoors Is louise's second set
of characters and the world she can see outside her window. Chopin contrasts these two symbolic images to help readers better understand how marriage and repression influenced Louise.  First, Louise is chained to the house, both in history and in general. For her, however, her home is not a place to relax and feel comfortable. It's more like a prison cell.
All descriptions of the house reinforce the idea that it is closed and incapacitated. For example, the front door is locked when Mr. Mallard returns home. When Mrs. Mallard overcomes her grief, she ventures into her home and locks himself in her room. In this room, however, Ms. Mallard takes note of the outdoors, looking out the window.  Even in her
immediate grief, she describes an open square in front of her house and a new spring life. The outdoors symbolizes freedom in history, so it's no surprise that she understands her newfound freedom as she looks out the window. Everything about the outside is free, beautiful, open, attractive and pleasant... sharp contrast to the sadness in the house.  The
house and its differences from nature serve as one of the many symbols of how Louise relates to her marriage: forbidden in the world of independence. Joy and Sadness Finally, the joy and sadness of the motives that come at an unexpected time throughout the story hour. Chopin compares joy and sadness to highlight how tragedy frees Louise from her
grief and gives her joyful hope Future. First there is sadness when Louise mourns the death of her husband. However, in just a few paragraphs, she finds joy in this event as she discovers her own life. While Louise can see that the feeling of joy at such an event is monstrous, she continues to enjoy her happiness. It is later, when others expect her to be joyful,
Josephine lets out a shrill cry, and Louise dies. Doctors interpret this as a joy that kills, but most likely it is the grief that kills. The reversal of appropriate feelings at each event shows how illogical is the self-affirmation, which she suddenly recognized as the strongest impulse of her being to the surrounding culture. This paradox reveals something stunning in
Louise's married life: she is so dissatisfied with her situation that grief gives her hope ... and she dies when that hope is taken away. Key takeaways: Kate Chopin's Story of the Hour Analysis of Chopin's Story of the Hour requires time and careful thought, despite the brevity of the story. The story is open to numerous interpretations and has much to reveal
about women in the 1890s, and many of the themes of history, characters and symbols of criticism of female marriage roles during this period. There's a lot to dig into when it comes to story-hour analysis. If you feel depressed, just remember a few things: Events from Kate Chopin's life and from social change in the 1890s provided a strong foundation for
history. The state of the heart, home and feelings of Ms. Louise Mallard represent the deeper meanings of the narrative. Louise goes from a state of repression to freedom and then back to repression, and one thought is enough to kill her. Remembering key plot points, themes, characters and characters will help you write any essay or take part in any
discussion. Kate Chopin's Story of the Hour has much more to uncover, so read it again, ask questions, and start exploring history outside the page! What's next? You may have found your way to this article because analyzing literature can be tricky to master. But like any skill, you can improve with practice! First, make sure you have the right tools to work
with after learning about literary elements. Start by mastering 9 elements in each literary work and then digging into our elements of specific guides (like this one on the image, and this one on impersonation.) Another good way to start practicing your analytical skills is to read additional expert guides like this one. Literary guides can help show you what to
look for and explain why some details are important. You can start with our analysis of Dylan Thomas's poem: Don't go gentle on this good night. We also have longer guides to other words like The Great Gatsby and Crucible, If you are you it is even more important to pass the ap Literature exam so that you can analyze the text quickly and accurately. Don't
worry, though: we have tons of useful stuff for you. First, check out this review of the AP Literature exam. If you have a pen to the test, you can start practicing multiple selection issues, and even take a few full-length practical tests. Oh, and make sure you're ready to essay part of the test by checking our AP literature reading list! List! time series analysis in r
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