
“FROM HOLY RAGE TO HOLY HOPE”  

SYLLABUS 

INSTRUCTOR:  Rev. Dr. Rick Rouse 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Pastors and judicatory leaders will explore what it means to live out 

their calling as a prophet, public leader, and change agent in their congregations and community. 

Participants will discover how to help their faith communities deal with difficult topics such as 

racism, sexism, Christian Nationalism, etc.  Through peer learning, online lectures, and skill 

building exercises they will be equipped to teach their members how to carry out civil 

conversations with others who have opposing opinions.  The goal is to help congregations 

become centers of healing that can help bridge the divisions that currently exist in this country. 

    

FORMAT:  The course will be offered via ZOOM for 90 minute sessions on six Thursdays in 

January and February 2022.  An online portal will be available for sharing of information 

between sessions.  

 

TEXT:  The World is About to Turn: Mending a Nation’s Broken Faith by Rick Rouse and Paul 

Ingram   (Chalice Press, 2020); for more information on the text check out the following website: 

www.theworldisabouttoturn.com.  In addition, articles, video resources, and a bibliography with 

recommended reading will be available.  

 

COURSE OUTLINE: 

 

Session One:  “The Pastor as Prophet and Public Theologian: Reclaiming a Lost Vision”                                                       

  In this first session, we will explore what it means to be called to a vocation                           

  that serves God both in the church and in the world.   
 

Session Two:  “From Discord to Harmony: Dealing with Polarization”                                                              

  Using a both/and approach, we will examine how critical thinking and dialectical  

  thinking can create space for multiple thoughts, perspectives, feelings and                                        

             experiences simultaneously.       
 

Session Three: “Christian Nationalism and White Supremacy: Exposing the Myths”                                                             

               Healing the wounds of a nation’s past and present cannot happen    

               unless we are willing to face the truth.  Revisionist history is a dangerous                                                 

    means for maintaining power and control.  As followers of Jesus, we must                                    

    become “truth tellers” in our search for justice and reconciliation.  
  

Session Four:  “Five Stages of Grief: Community Case Studies”     

   Often when people are faced with reality, their first reaction is denial and then        

  anger, etc.  Using several case studies, we will strategize some positive outcomes. 

                                                            

Session Five: “Skills Workshop for Difficult but Necessary Conversations”                                                         

  This is a practical, hands-on exercise on how to assist individuals to communicate                       

              more constructively and respectfully using both social media and verbal skills.                                                                           

                        

Session Six:  “Unpacking the Tool Box: Ten Ways Forward”   

http://www.theworldisabouttoturn.com/

