
 

 

 

 

Participant Information  
Understanding university use of equipment and facilities for knowledge 
exchange activity 

Access the survey here 

 

University of Derby in partnership with Dispace Ltd is conducting a study that aims to understand 
Universities’ use and management of specialist equipment and facilities to support knowledge 
exchange activity. You have been selected as your duties include the management and / or use of 
specialist equipment or facility at a Higher Education Institution. (You must be over 18 to take part.). 

Participation is entirely voluntary.  

The study will also aim to identify common barriers and highlight good practice of how universities can 
engage with the external stakeholders to leverage their assets and generate additional income beyond 
teaching and research. A report including clear recommendations will be published and presented at 
key knowledge exchange events. 

Why is this research being done? 

Universities report use of the specialist equipment and facilities to engage with the private, public and 
third sectors within the Higher Education Business and Community Interaction Survey (HEBCIS). 
Selected HEBCIS metrics are used to inform Higher Education Innovation Funding (HEIF) allocated by 
Research England. More recently, income reported within HEBCIS relating to use of equipment and 
facilities has been used as metrics within the Knowledge Exchange Framework (KEF). Equipment and 
facilities are also viewed by universities as an asset which can generate additional income if there is 
capacity beyond teaching and research requirements. These factors all contribute towards the 
increasing need for universities to optimise the efficient management and use of their equipment and 
facilities 

The researchers are not receiving any payment for conducting this research. 

What does taking part in the research involve? 

There are potentially two parts to this study; Part-1 involves you filling out a brief survey – the survey 
will take about 10 minutes to complete. Part-2, involves a brief interview, to help us clarify any 
incomplete answers or elaborate on certain statements. You may also decide to help us with part-1 of 
this study only. A separate invite to part-2 will be issued at the end of part-1 and there is also no 
obligation to accept this offer.   

Where can I get more information about this research? 

If you would like more information about this research, please contact Sophie Beer, using the details 
provided above. 

Sophie Beer  

Email: s.beer@derby.ac.uk 

Telephone: 07900 724605 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/mWRaELBDFa


 

 

 

 

What happens if I change my mind about taking part? 

Although your input to this research will be extremely valuable, participation is entirely voluntary, and 
should you decide you no longer want to take part you are free to withdraw from the study at any point.  
You do not need to provide any reasons for this.  You can withdraw your questionnaire data or 
supplementary discussion up to two weeks after completion.  Just email Sophie Beer with the unique 
identification number you will be asked to create.  This will not affect your right to make contact with the 
team should you wish to discuss any aspect of the research in the future or ask for more information 
about the study.  

What will happen to the information that I give? 

The information will be stored securely on a password protected computer or encrypted data storage 
device and only the researchers will have access to it. Results of the study will be disseminated at 
conferences and in peer reviewed journal articles. All information will be anonymised and so you will 
not be identifiable. If you take part in the interview then you will be asked to create a pseudonym (false 
name) too.  During your interview we will record the conversation.  All other identifying information will 
also be removed or anonymised. A copy of these anonymised findings will also be available to Dispace 
Ltd. 

Use of your data and your rights. 

Researchers will be collecting data from your participation in this study. We need these data to 
Understand university use of equipment and facilities and also in the public interest of enhancing 
academic research. This is the legal basis on which we are collecting your data and while this allows 
us to use your data, it also means we have obligations towards you to:  

• not seek more information from you than what is essential and necessary for the study. 

• make sure that you are not identified by the data by anonymising it using ID codes; 

• use your anonymised data only for the purposes of this study and for any relevant publications 
that arise from it and for teaching purposes, if you choose to consent to this  

• store data safely in password-protected databases to which only the named researchers have 
access 

• not keep your information for longer than is necessary (usually for seven years); 

• safely destroy your data by shredding or permanently deleting them 

The University of Derby will act as the Data Controller for this study. This means that the University is 
responsible for looking after your information and using it properly. Researchers on the project with 
access to the data are highly qualified and experienced and have been very careful to ensure the 
security of your data. The study was approved for its ethical standards by The University of Derby 
College of health, Psychology and Social Care Research Ethics Committee. However, in the unlikely 
event that you feel you need to make a complaint regarding the use of your information, you can contact 
the Data Protection Officer at the University of Derby is Helen Selby on (01332) 591954. Alternatively 
you can email gdpr@derby.ac.uk 

Further information about the project can be obtained from Sophie Beer (s.beer@derby.ac.uk; 07900 
724605) at the University of Derby, Kedleston Road, Derby DE22 1GB. 

 

Many thanks for taking the time to read this information sheet. Your time is greatly appreciated. 
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