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Letter from the President 
 
Summer is here!  It is wonderful to see all the green, lush landscape that it 
brought with it!  The sound of kids at the pool is a refreshing change from the 
sound of snowplows on the streets. There are many positive things happening in 
our community, from small accomplishments like replacing garbage cans to fun 
progressive ones like a Garden Group project.   I encourage everyone to 

consider participating in our community.  This can be by serving on one of the Manor committees, running for 
the Board of Directors in the March elections, or simply by being a friendly face in the neighborhood, greeting 
those you pass on the street.  Committees that are currently seating to serve our community are: Landscape, 
Architectural Control, Finance, Maintenance, Management and Communications.  If there is an interest 
expressed, a Garden Group is also seeking members. 
What do these committees do? 
 

• Landscape – evaluates and approves individual projects that affect the common areas of the Manor.  In 
addition, they create and oversee projects that they deem necessary to maintain or upgrade the 
landscaping of the Manor.  This may include things like tree replacement or removal, new garden areas, 
or other programs to enhance our landscape. 

• Architectural Control – evaluates and approves individual projects that affect the overall look and style 
of the Manor.  They safeguard the original intent of the building style and consistency of our 
neighborhood.  This includes evaluation of new window, door or awning projects. 

• Finance – is responsible for the annual budget preparation for the Manor.  This committee is most active 
beginning late-summer until the new budget is presented at the end of the year.  Duties include 
reviewing contracts and bids for large projects, determining the financial needs for salaries, equipment, 

Summertime is always 
the best of what might 
be. 
 
- Charles Bowden 
 

THE MESSENGER IS GOING PAPERLESS(ISH)! 
 

Beginning in October, we will make the Sewickley Heights Manor Messenger available via email! If you are 
interested in this option, please email shmha@verizon.net and include all email addresses within the household 
who would like to go paperless. Printed copies of the August and September issues will be delivered and will be 
available at the Manor office. An electronic copy will continue to be posted online at 
sewickleyheightsmanor.com Further details are listed below in the Communications report.  

 

Printed copies will continue to be delivered over August and September and will also be available at the Manor 
office. An electronic copy will continue to be posted online at sewickleyheightsmanor.com Further details are 
listed below in the Communications report. Thank you!  

 



and general funding for the smooth running of the Manor.  They are also responsible for calculating the 
requirements for the reserve funds that ensure future financial stability as large projects become 
necessary.  We would encourage all those who have financial or large budget experience to pitch in and 
help with this important committee. 

• Maintenance – is responsible for monitoring both in-house work orders and contracted work throughout 
the Manor.  

• Management – is responsible for supervision of the Manor employees, development of policies, and the 
hiring process. 

• Communication – is a new committee this year.  It was formed to update the Newsletter and distribution 
of information.  In addition, they will be taking on a new interactive website project.   

 
We are a participatory community.  If there are great ideas, projects or concerns of which the Board should be 
aware, or if you want to work in our community, please give Susan a call to be placed on the Board meeting 
agenda.  Board meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  Any required changes to this schedule 
will be posted in advance.   
 
Judy Haluka 
President 
Sewickley Heights Manor Home Owners Association  
jhaluka@gmail.com  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance: Cathy Cartieri, Chairperson 
Quarterly payments were due at the beginning of the July. Please make your payment no later than July 31st to 
avoid the $50 late fee. Remember to ask your bank about auto payments!  Lastly, the Finance Committee 
welcomes new members. Please contact Cathy Cartieri directly at cathycartieri@gmail.com for more 
information.  
 
Recreation:  Tom Corbett, Chairperson 
The pool has been the place to be this summer with the hot weather we’ve been having. We feel it important to 
remind the neighborhood of the reasoning behind the decision to use a pool monitor vs. lifeguards this year. We 
were having trouble staffing lifeguards last year and approached our insurance provider about a hybrid approach 
to coverage, i.e. lifeguards for certain busy hours or just on weekends. We were told that the hybrid plan would 
increase our liability, and it was suggested that we adopt the more straightforward ‘swim at your own risk’ 
approach used by most hotel pools. We request that registered guests do not bring additional guests due to 
limited parking and lounging capacity. We are grateful to all residents who have taken on responsibility of 
monitoring their own children for safety purposes. We are also grateful to the residents who consider the pool a 
community responsibility by cleaning up after themselves at the end of a visit; your efforts are noticed and 
appreciated! The pool area continues to look very nice, and that is largely thanks to you! 
 
Landscape:  Mike Kaszer, Chairperson 
The crew has been busy with bush trimming, weed removal and work orders.  We will be working on tree 
trimming this month. Lark Lawn and Landscape came in mid-July for the second phase of herbicide and 
fertilizer applications.  The wildflower project is moving forward with potential sites being selected by a group 
of volunteers. The Landscape Committee is working on a memorial tree policy, which we expect to publish 
soon. We have decided to plant ornamental trees in the green areas of the roadway of Sewickley Heights Drive. 
The project will begin after Aleppo Township resurfaces the road. Thank you to everyone involved for their 
dedication and hard work! 
 
 
 



 
Ridge Landscape: Tim Miller, Chairperson 
The neighborhood is looking great this summer. If you have any concerns regarding landscaping on the Ridge, 
please contact the main office. 
 
Architectural Control: Tim Miller, Chairperson 
The Architectural Control Committee is happy to announce that we have approved over a dozen home 
improvement projects so far this year. We applaud those who want to update and improve their homes and 
beautify our neighborhood. As a reminder if you have a project please visit the website for the application form 
and also attach details of the project. Finally, we need a copy of your contractor’s insurance certificate before 
we can approve the project and before work can begin.  
If you would like to help us review requests we are happy to have more members. We usually do everything by 
email, so the time commitment is small. Thank you. 
 
Maintenance:  Len Kinter, Chairperson 
McCoy Builders' siding replacement is coming to an end and the contractor will be moving on to the deck 
refurbishing.  Decks being refurbished are 502, 504, 506, 508, 510, 512, 802, 804, 806, 808, 810, 812, 901, 903, 
905, 907, 909 and 911 SHD.  Painting by Arena Painting is ending with work being completed on the final 
buildings on his list. Driveway sealing of 64 driveways by Nether Asphalt Sealing is now complete. 
 
Communication:  Maggie Noble, Chairperson 
The big news is the email distribution of the Manor Messenger starting this fall. We will be saving our Office 
Manager and volunteers the winter paper route by distributing the newsletter in the following ways: Susan 
Moran will email the newsletter by the 20th of each month; it will also be available for pick-up in the main 
office as well as in a special mailbox located near the Little Free Library on SHD, and via posting on the 
website at www.sewickleyheightsmanor.com. The Committee’s next meeting is on August 3rd at 10am in the 
Manor Office. If you would like to join the committee and attend the meeting, please email  
sewickleymanorcommunications@gmail.com . 
 
Management:  Judy Haluka, Chairperson 
Manor Office New Hours of Operation Effective immediately, the Manor Office will be closed to foot and 
phone traffic on Wednesdays.  The Office Manager’s responsibilities include tedious work with the budget 
process, as well as numerous other responsibilities that require concentration.  The physical setup of the office 
does not permit privacy or quiet space to complete these tasks.  To this end, Susan will be either working on 
premise or at home on Wednesdays.  Please respect her private working time even if she is present in the office.  
The office will be open to conduct business Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, including social and board 
member visits.  If there is an urgent matter and Susan is not available, I can always be reached at 412-287-3678 
or judyhaluka@verizon.net.  All non-urgent matters will be handled on open office days.  Thank you for your 
understanding.   
 
 
WE NEED YOU! The best way to see change or maintain something good is to get involved and join any 
committee. We thank you for your efforts! Please contact the Manor Office if you do not see a committee 
chair’s contact information listed in this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 
 
Board Meetings Set with Regular Schedule:   
The Board will meet at the Manor Office at 6:30 on the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  All residents are 
welcome to address the Board with concerns.  Please contact the Manor Office in advance to be placed on the 
agenda. 
 
Annual Garage Sale: 
The Manor-Wide Garage Sale will be held on Saturday, Sept. 15 from 9 AM to 2 PM.  If you are new to the 
sale and would like to participate, just send your check payable to SHMHA in the amount of $10/home.  The 
Manor will advertise the event for you, and all you have to do is open your garage door on the day of the 
event. Participation in the garage sale is a great way to get to know your neighbors. Please feel free to invite 
guests, friends and family to attend and walk through our verdant manor. Bonnie Blackburn will be chairing the 
event. 
 
Aleppo Township News: 
The contractor for the Aleppo Township road reconstruction of Sewickley Heights Drive is Mele & Mele & 
Sons.  Details of the start date are not yet known but it is possible that it may begin with the next couple of 
weeks.  This will be a major project and will be an inconvenience for our residents, but the outcome will be 
worth the aggravation.  Please watch for updates from Aleppo Township. 
 
The Board of Directors has approved the paving of the guest parking areas on SHD while Mele & Mele are 
paving SHD.   By using the same contractor for the work at the same time as the Aleppo Township paving, we 
were able to reduce the cost of this project, and it will look great! 

OUR STAFF:  

Robert E. Merriman, Operations Manager, Monday – Friday 7 AM - 3:30 PM,  
Jesse Jankowski, Maintenance Assistant, Monday – Friday 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM,  
Susan Moran, Office Manager, in the office M, T, Th, Fr 8 AM - 4:30 PM.  
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
When you purchase a home in Sewickley Heights Manor you become a member of Sewickley Heights Manor 
Homes Association. This happens at closing; membership is appurtenant to and may not be separated from 
ownership of any lot. When the deed transfers, the SHMHA membership does, too. The governing documents 
(Declarations, First Amendment to the Declarations, Bylaws, and General Regulations) are delivered to the 
buyer at closing.  Accordingly, association members are governed by the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, 
and Regulations (recorded October 17, 1974, in the Recorders’ Office, Allegheny County), and its First 
Amendment (executed and acknowledged January 31, 1996, by not less than 75% of the owners of the plan), 
the Bylaws, and the General Regulations.  
 
To help us all become familiar with our governance, this section of the Manor Messenger will be devoted to 
various aspects of our documents, focusing on one section at a time. We will also use this space to explore the 
Manor’s budget and budgeting process.  
 
Much of our neighborhood is common area property, owned collectively by the members of SHMHA. 
Homeowner lot (the real property around the houses we own individually) sizes vary, but most extend only a 
short distance around the house.  
 
 
 


