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Greetings from the Chair, continued 

 

https://ngrid.com/huntington 

 

I know that Sam would be both 
proud and honored that over the 
past 30 years, 74 winners have 
created wonderful, sustainable, 
social entrepreneurial projects 
here in the USA and across the 
globe in his name. We don’t 
know precisely how many peo-
ple’s lives have been positively 
impacted, but the number is cer-
tainly measured in the tens of 

thousands.  All that is possible 
because you have believed in 
the award that honors Sam, and 
given so generously that we can 
continue to invest in these 
young people who dream of a 
better world for others.  
 
You will be hearing more about 
the 30th anniversary celebration 
in the months to come for sure! 

Meanwhile, enjoy this newslet-
ter and thank you so much for 
your donations. 
 
 

Samuel Huntington Fund Officers and Directors 

• Jennifer Huntington 
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• Frederic Greenman 
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• Thomas Robinson 
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• Lawrence Reilly 
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• Judith Haynes 
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• George Sasdi 

• Peter Flynn 

 

• David Milner 

Thank you to our supporters! 

The Samuel Huntington Fund was established in 1989 and, thanks to you, has now granted 74 
Public Service Awards.  Please keep the Fund in mind as you make your year-end charitable do-
nations.  You can make a tax deductible contribution at any time by visiting our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/SamuelHuntingtonFund/) or sending a check to:  The Samuel Huntington 
Fund, c/o Ms. Amy Stacy, National Grid, 40 Sylvan Road, Waltham, MA  02451.  For your con-
venience, a pre-addressed envelope is enclosed with this newsletter.  Thank you for your consid-
eration! 

Visit us on Facebook 

In 2017 the Samuel Huntington Fund took its first step into the social media world with the estab-
lishment of a Facebook page.  As noted in Jenny’s letter, we hope to do more in the future.  In the 
meantime, please visit us often at www.Facebook.com/SamuelHuntingtonFund/.  Over time we 
hope this page will grow to become a valuable forum for the Samuel Huntington Fund community 
to share information, ideas, and successes.  The page includes a “Donate Button” as a convenient 
way for supporters to contribute to the Fund through PayPal or with a credit card. 

winners, which will 
come to you via email 
periodically. In particu-
lar we want to share 
stories from the benefi-
ciaries of the award 
winners’ work. As part 
of celebrating 30 years 
of successful social 
entrepreneurial work, 
we will update and up-
grade our website; we 
want our prior winners 
to be able to communi-
cate more effectively 
with each other; and 
have set  goals to in-
crease our donor base 
and maintain the num-
ber of high-quality ap-
plications we receive 
each year.  

Greetings to our 
donors and prior 
winners, 

We have several ex-
citing items to share 
with you, as well as 
highlighting the pro-
jects of our 2018 win-
ners. First, this pic-
ture shows one of our 
2015 winners, Shad-
rack Frimpong (U. 
Penn) being honored 
as a Young Leader 
by Queen Elizabeth II 
at Buckingham Pal-
ace!  

Princes William and 
Harry established the 
Young Leaders 
Award in honor of 
their grandmother 
and her commitment 
to the Common-
wealth. Young people 

who have made a 
difference in their 
countries are nomi-
nated, and from the 
list one winner from 
each of the 53 Com-
monwealth countries 
is chosen. What an 
honor to be chosen! 
Shadrack returned to 
Ghana to set up a 
school and clinic in a 
remote area of the 
cocoa farming part of 
that country. The 
school offers girls an 
education, and the 
clinic provides health 

care for the 
neighboring 
cocoa farm-
ers and their 
families. We 
are very 
proud of 
Shadrack for 
his work and 
for this very 
special 
recognition!  
 
Next year, 
2019, marks 

the 30th anniversary 
of the first Samuel 
Huntington Award! 
We have some excit-
ing plans to mark this 
special year, which 
include sending you 
reports from prior 
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Dennis Nyanyo, attended Cornell with a major in 
Biological Sciences.  He is returning to Ghana with a 
focused project: the Bolgatanga Regional Library. 
The Library fell into severe disrepair leaving it unable 
to serve its community and the thirteen district librar-
ies in its region, either directly or through its mobile 
van service. Dennis identified an urgent need for the 
participating communities: the region’s literacy rate 
is is only 45 percent, 23 percent below the national 
average. By focusing on reestablishing the library 
system, he created a workable step to improve the 
situation.  
 
Dennis proposes to renovate the library, rehabilitate 
the mobile van service, create a children’s library 
section, and implement practical reading workshops for adults aimed at raising the ar-
ea’s literacy rates. He has already met with community leaders to identify areas of in-
creased community engagement with the library and his project is receiving broad sup-
port from the local stakeholders. 
 
We are glad to help him realize his project. 

Renovating a Library in Rural Ghana 

 

Dejah Powell, who also attended Cornell,  will use 
her education in Environmental and Sustainability 
Science to start a garden club for students, expand 
a school garden that she helped to establish, and 
bring health, activism, and education to young peo-
ple living in the South Side of Chicago (the HEAL 
program). Using a garden located at the 
Vanderpoel Elementary School, which Dejah 
helped start while she was in school, Dejah will 
create a student garden club to expand and sup-
port the garden, teach urban agriculture, sponsor 
field trips, and encourage student activism. Specifi-
cally, she expects the garden club to double the 
amount of produce grown at the garden and be 
used to teach urban agriculture, environmental sci-
ence, and social justice to club members.  
 
Dejah’s program brings gardens to city youth, and 
takes city youth on field trips to gardens outside the 
city. Both meet the goals of her HEAL effort, and 
will enrich the lives of those participating.   

 

 

P A G E  2  

A New School in the Humla District of  Nepal 

2019 Award Winners  

At 47 percent, the literacy rate in the Humla dis-
trict of rural Nepal is very low. Surya Shahi, a 
graduate of Elon University, envisions a con-
crete remedy; he is building a school. Humla 
has a totally inadequate school system: only 
two percent of the high school graduates in the 
community passed the exam necessary for 
higher education. Surya avoided this dilemma 
only because his family sent him to a school for 
orphans in Kathmandu. His sister, Sapura, was 
the only girl in the system to gain eligibility for 
higher education. Surya founded the Sapura 
Dream Foundation to support the costs for her 
higher education. He is now using the Founda-
tion to raise funds for his new school. The 
school aims to provide both girls and boys with 
a solid primary and secondary education. He 
talked to community leaders and commissioned 
architectural plans. His plan is to build a new 
school (our grant supports phase 1, which con-
sists of five classrooms), and support it with a 
newly created Humla Socio-Cultural Trek, which 
will allow visitors to explore the uncharted villag-
es of the region.  Surya has already entered in-
to a partnership with Mystic Mountain, an estab-
lished trekking agency based in Kathmandu, to 
help conduct the tours.  He expects a commis-

sion of $1,000 from each trekker will go to support the school. 
 
 

We selected three more Award winners this year to help people in Nepal, 
Ghana, and Chicago.  All of our projects this year focus on improving condi-
tions for under-served youth.  Each is designed to address the specific 
needs and conditions facing their individual communities. All are creative re-
sponses to the communities’ needs. We are proud to help these wonderful 
Award winners implement their dreams. 

https://ngrid.com/huntington 
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