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Today, we gather to commemorate the 11-year anniversary of the devastating earthquake,

tsunami, and subsequent nuclear crisis that struck the Tohoku region on March 11, 2011.
I would like to honor those who lost their lives, and to offer my deepest condolences to

their families. T also extend my heartfelt sympathies to all who have been affected by the

disaster.

Despite the extreme demands of Operation TOMODACHI, the United States Army recognized the importance of the
bilateral relationship and ongoing partnership between our two countries. We were determined to demonstrate how
greatly we value this connection by supporting the Japanese people as they suffered this disaster.

In the spirit of our motto “Ichidan,” Japanese for “One Team,” I believe that USAR] will continue to keep

strengthening these ties with our Japanese counterparts.
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