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Sandy, Scoot, and Shellby Dunehopper loved animals. 
They had loved them ever since they were tiny little crabs. 

After school, they often stopped by the Moondune family’s 
burrow to play with their friendly beagle pup. 
Each visit made them dream even more about having a dog of 
their own. 

For a long time, the Dunehopper children begged Papa and 
Mama for a pet. 

 



  

One day Sandy said, “I’ve saved money from my part-time job at 
the Ice Cream Shack. I can help take care of a dog. Please—can we 
adopt one? We promise to be responsible.” 

Sandy had learned from her friend Luna that there was an older 
dog, a Chihuahua, with disabilities at the Outer Banks Animal 
Shelter.  He had been there for years because no one thought 
they could take care of him. 

Papa and Mama looked at one another and smiled. 

“You’ve all worked hard,” Mama said. 
“Tomorrow, we’ll go to the shelter.” 

“YAY! YAY! YAY!” the children cheered, jumping up and down. 

 



 

The next day, the Dunehopper family piled into their dune 
buggy and headed to the animal shelter. 

 



 

Inside, they saw many animals waiting for homes. 
Sandy spoke to the adoption coordinator, Clara. 

“We heard about a small dog named Pedro,” Sandy said. 
“He’s older and needs extra care.” 

Clara nodded kindly. 
“Yes. Pedro has been waiting a long time. I’ll show you.” 

Pedro was curled up quietly in his space. 
But when the family peeked in, his eyes lit up—and his tail wagged! 

“We’ll take him,” Sandy said. 

Pedro jumped with joy. 
After so many years of waiting, he finally had a family to love. 

 



 

 

At home, Papa Dunehopper gathered everyone together. 

“Before Pedro settles in,” Papa said, “we need reminders about being 
responsible pet owners.” 

He wrote them carefully and posted them on the wall. 

 
 



 

That evening, Scoot took Pedro for a walk on the beach. 

Pedro stopped to go potty… 
but Scoot forgot to bring a bag. 

He walked Pedro home and left the poop behind. 

 
 



 

Back at the burrow, Papa asked gently, 
“Scoot, what did you do with the poop bag?” 

Scoot looked down. 
“I didn’t bring one. Pedro pooped on the beach, and I left it there.” 

Papa knelt beside him. 

“Now Scoot,” Papa said kindly, 
“dogs are part of beach life—just like us. But when dog poop is left 
behind, it can cause big trouble in our sandy home.” 

“Big trouble?” Scoot asked. 

 



  

“Yes,” Papa nodded. 
“Dog poop has germs that can make humans, birds, and even 
crabs like us sick. When the tide comes in, those germs wash into 
the ocean and can hurt fish and turtles.” 

Scoot wrinkled his nose. 
“Ew.” 

“And think about our neighbors,” Papa added. 
“Shorebirds nesting nearby or baby turtles crawling to the sea. 
One careless pile can scare them away or make them ill.” 

 



 

Papa placed a claw on Scoot’s shoulder. 

“That’s why good beach neighbors always pick up after their 
dogs. Caring for your pet means caring for the beach too.” 

Scoot smiled. 
“So… clean beach, happy crabs?” 

Papa smiled back. 
“Clean beach,” he said proudly, 
“happy crabs, healthy ocean, and smiles all around.” 

 



 

Did You Know? 

Did you know that dog poop doesn’t just disappear in the sand? 
When it’s left on the beach, rain and waves can wash tiny germs 
into the ocean. 

Those germs can make people, birds, fish, turtles, and even 
crabs feel sick!   

Picking up after dogs helps keep: 

  Beaches clean 

  People and Animals safe 

  The ocean healthy 

A clean beach means happy crabs and smiling neighbors! 

 


