
Running head: SHORTENED TITLE UP TO 50 CHARACTERS 1

Similarities of Narcocorridos and Rap

Alexsandra Martinez Cruz

University of North Texas at Dallas

English 1323



SHORTENED TITLE UP TO 50 CHARACTERS 2

The evident division between rap and narcocorridos would be language barriers; 

however, both use identical rhetoric. Despite these two genres developing in different parts of the 

world, Rozak (2019) stated, "the corrido genre has motives and traits that are strikingly similar to 

gangsta rap" (p.1). An often-overviewed similarity would be the use of storytelling in the songs. 

Storytelling frequently includes the violence, drugs, and brutal lives that artists tell outside their 

shoes and step into a new skin. Some rappers who use storytelling are Eminem, Snoop Dog, J. 

Cole, and Kendrick Lamar. In addition, Corrido artists would be Los Tigres del Norte, Martin 

Castillo, and El Fantasma. With the resemblance of using the same topics and style, the audience 

usually disregards the bigger picture. Moreover, giving corridos and rap music a negative 

perspective and violent setting. 

Firstly, rap and corridos both reveal a story that is usually misinterpreting the artist's 

lifestyle. The artist is not typically narrating their own story; instead, they want to provide 

someone else a voice with their music. Phillips (2020) believes that taletelling in music helps 

give society a better perspective of reality. For instance, J. Cole's song "4 Your Eyez Only" tells 

the life of another man, a childhood friend, who fell into temptations of the world. Cole uses this 

album to describe the life of a friend he lost to replicate memories for his friend's daughter. Just 

like rap, corridos also tell a story of drug trafficking and sometimes the difficult life in Mexico. 

Further, Los Tigres del Norte also dedicated an album called "Pacto de Sangre" (Blood Pact), 

speaking about historical tragedies. The artists of these different yet identical genres agree that 

speaking out about social dilemmas can be risky. 
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The choice of telling other people's stories in their music can often be misinterpreted by 

the audience, dismissing the real issues. Furthermore, using the same topics as violence and 

drugs in their music can be interoperated as the artist's personal life. They both want the people 

to understand social injustices and the view of a difficult life to create open-mindedness. The 

opinion of singers for these genres is unintelligent and related to gang activities (Pearce, 2020, 

p.1). However, the songs are not always drug or gang-related, but they can also disclose their 

struggles and personal experiences. For example, Eminem, "Stan" this song Eminem was for the 

fans that wrote disturbing letters to him, indicating that they took his lyrics seriously. Eminem 

uses this song to reason with his fans that his lyrics are a form of expression. Additionally, El 

Fantasma wrote "El Circo," describing the loss of his brother and the challenges he faced on his 

road to success. Nevertheless, the audience overlooks the actual messages in these songs, and 

they shift their focus to drugs, money, and violence.

The listener's misunderstanding of this genre due to the vulgar vocabulary used by the 

artist can categorize as bleak or inappropriate. Both rap and narcocorridos are known for 

violence, gang, drugs, sex, and all the negative things in the world. No surprise, the opinions of 

this genre being 'problematic' come from non-listeners. Pearce (2020) believes, "this can create a 

very worrying belief that rappers, or more accurately black people, are more concerned with 

these bad habits" (p.1). Further, this often affects the view of African American and Mexican 

communities. Many people now view these artists as criminals and bad influences for future 

generations. Non-listeners classify this as people "showing off" a gangster’s lifestyle when 

artists' motive is to give them a glimpse of reality. 
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In conclusion, the only separation of narcocorridos and rap is because of language, yet 

they have the same messages. The heart-poured stories that help an artist create their music while 

giving people a voice is why they continue what they do. Despite the misinterpretations and 

overlooking of their motives, these artists continue their journey to inspire and inform 

generations. Using drugs, sex, violence, and scandalous vocabulary is the only way to get the 

audience's attention to listen to the world's problems. Crimes described in their music do not 

often associate with the artist.
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