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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation
efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed
and used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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It was a sunny morning on the Outer Banks, and Piper the
Piping Plover was racing little waves along the shore.
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“Catch me if you can!” she chirped to her crabby friend,

Clawdié. P =




Something shiny was stuck in the sand. “Ooh! What'’s this?”
Piper said, pecking at it.

Clawdia scuttled over and frowned. “That’s a balloon st
Piper. Don’t touch it!”




. ked up the balloon. It whipped around
gled around Piper’s tiny leg!

ied.
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_.;,Clawdla qwckly pmched the strlng and-.tugged |t free. S

Plper shook her feathers. “That was scaryI Why would
someone leave a balloon here?”

Clawdia sighed. “Sometimes balloons float away during

parties and end up in the ocean. Sea turtles think they’re
‘jellyflsh and eat them. It can make them very sick... or
worse.




Piper’s eyes grew wide. “And what about this other thing?”
she said, pointing to a plastic straw bobbing in a tidepool.

“That’s even worse,” said Clawdia. “Straws don’t break SWh.
. They can hurt fish, get stuck in birds’ beaks, or tangle in

nests.”
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s threw a “Coastal Celebration” wi

ell confetti, and a big sandy cake m
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Piper’s Popped Surprise: A Coastal Story

harm wildlife. Wise Old Heron teaches them safer ways to celebraté=lke
using reusable items and picking up litter. Piper and her friends throw a
pollution-free beach party and spread the message:

“Skip the balloon. Save a loon.”

“Say ‘no straw, hoorah!””

“A clean coast is the best party of all.”
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