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“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
What do you do when you hear good news? It’s natural to share it with others, to rejoice in goodness, and to
give thanks from within your heart. This issue of the Campus Communicator is filled with goodness we can’t wait
to share with you, including students’ scholastic merits, new momentum within our campus, and events that
celebrate the Orchard Lake Schools mission and vision.
We shared the announcement of the Solemnity of St. John Paul II, truly a special observance of the anniversary of
the day in 1978 that Cardinal Karol Józef Wojtyła, Archbishop of Krakow in Poland, was liturgically inaugurated
to the Papacy. We give thanks for his two visits to this campus, once in 1969 and again in 1976, and for the steps
he walked around campus, the same pathways that continue to guide us in our faith, education, and traditions
today and for generations to come. Read more to learn about this observance, including how our Deacons moved
a step closer to their January ordinations.
The Polish Mission also has good news to share! Ania Bieciuk joins the staff as the new Administrator of Polonia
Affairs! She is already off to a great start building new momentum. Read her story inside this issue and watch for
more good news in the coming weeks and months.
We are blessed to have witnessed the dedication of the historic St. Mary’s Preparatory Building in the names of
Clarence (P’44) & Lillian Constantakis on Thursday, October 7 in the campus quad. His words resonated with
the large group of students in attendance. “I’m very proud to be a graduate of St. Mary’s,” said Constantakis.
“... My diploma is what gave me the opportunity to attend college...”
There is so much good news to share, especially within the Prep Boys and Girls Divisions! First, thank you to all
those who expressed interest and attended our October 24 Open House and to the faculty, staff, and students who
guided prospective Prep families around campus. We are blessed to have shared the Prep story with both new or
returning members of our extended campus community. We’re sharing so much more inside this issue, including
highlights of our student athletes, community service, Ring Day tradition, and a warm welcome to new OLS
Development team member and Prep parent alumnus Lisa Gray! For more weekly news, visit us at
www.orchardlakeschools.com and on Facebook and Instagram.
We keep you in our daily prayers and please pray for us as well. Rejoice in goodness and give thanks. May
Thanksgiving warm your heart and fill your spirit.

The Orchard Lake Schools

POLISH MISSION NAMES NEW
ADMINISTRATOR OF POLONIA AFFAIRS

OLS UPDATE
FEAST DAY OF ST. JPII

The Polish Mission of the Orchard Lake Schools is pleased to announce
Ania Bieciuk as its new Administrator of Polonia Affairs. Bieciuk will coordinate
activities and programs with organizations in Poland and throughout Polonia in the
United States.

We celebrated the Solemnity of Saint John Paul II on
October 21-22, 2021. Our faithful leaders of SS. Cyril &
Methodius Seminary, including several special guests and
many Mass attendees, came together at the Archdiocesan
Shrine of St. John Paul II.
During the Thursday Vigil Mass, Deacon Dominik Wójcik and
Deacon Piotr Oprych made their Profession of Faith and Oath
of Fidelity in the presence of Bishop Robert Fisher, Auxiliary
Bishop of Detroit, and all present in the Archdiocesan Shrine
of St. John Paul II. “In signing the Profession of Faith and
Oath of Fidelity in front of God, Bishop, faculty members, and members of the community, these men made a
public declaration that they believe all that the Catholic Church teaches, and they promise to be faithful to that
teaching in their ministry as presbyters,” said Rev. Jacek Kowal, Vice Rector, SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary.
“The ceremony is a necessary step before ordination to the priesthood as it documents the willingness to uphold
the teachings of the Catholic Church in the priestly ministry. It is a part of their preparation for their
January 12, 2022 ordinations to the priesthood at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Fairbanks, Alaska by Most Rev.
Chad W. Zielinski, Bishop of the Diocese of Fairbanks.”

Very Rev. Robert Szczechura, celebrant and homilist
of Friday’s Polish Mass, spoke to all present of the
celebration of the life and legacy of St. John Paul II.

▶

Very Rev. Robert Szczechura of the Diocese of Memphis,
Tennessee, celebrated Holy Mass in Polish on Friday,
October 22. The pastor of Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Memphis is also the Director of the Office
of Worship and the Office of Vocations. The special feast
was in remembrance of the day in 1978 that Cardinal
Karol Józef Wojtyła, Archbishop of Krakow in Poland,
was liturgically inaugurated to the Papacy. He served
from 1978 until the time of his death on April 2, 2005,
and was canonized in 2014.

“Ania is the ideal person to work with and coordinate these efforts,” explained
Richard Walawender, Chairman of the Polish Mission Board. “As we implement our
plans to become a center for Polonia in North America, Ania’s political, policy, and
cultural background in Michigan and Poland will be a tremendous asset to the Polish
Mission, Orchard Lake, and Polonia at large.”
Prior to joining the Polish Mission, Bieciuk served as the Vice President of the Polish American Chamber
of Commerce Michigan and as the Director of Communications and Social Media at the Polish American
Leadership-Political Action Committee. Bieciuk also served as the Coalition Chair for Rick Snyder for Governor
and held positions in Constituent Relations and Strategic Policy in the Executive Office of Governor.
“I appreciate the Polish Mission Board’s confidence in me, and I am delighted to have the opportunity to
serve such a great organization,” said Bieciuk. “Polonia holds a special place in my heart, and I am honored to
continue our Polish legacy and tradition at Orchard Lake. I am especially grateful to my parents, family, and the
Adam Mickiewicz Polish Language School for cultivating a lifelong appreciation for Polish language, history,
and culture.” Bieciuk attended Michigan State University, James Madison College where she earned a bachelor’s
degree in Comparative Cultures and Politics with a specialization in Russia and Eastern Europe. She was a 2013
Fellow of the Michigan Political Leadership Program at Michigan State University. She also has a Juris Doctorate
from Western Michigan Cooley Law School.
The Polish Mission is a cultural institution within the Orchard Lake Schools, which was established in 1885
by Fr. Joseph Dabrowski. Originally known as the “Polish Seminary,” the Orchard Lake Schools was founded
with the support of Polish immigrants, and Polonia has helped sustain the institution ever since. The Polish
Mission was established with the goal to promote Polish language, culture, tradition, and history for present and
future generations. The Polish Mission organizes programs, courses and events that promote Polish and Polish
American culture and accomplishments, and maintains a repository for artifacts, archival materials, works of art,
and publications. It also recognizes that Polish culture and Catholicism are inextricably linked.

“We never give more honor to Jesus than
when we honor his Mother.”
							

▶

▶

Deacon Dominik Wójcik and Deacon Piotr Oprych
made their Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity and
signed them in the presence of Bishop Robert Fisher and
all present at the Vigil Mass.

Friday evening Mass participants were treated
to The Filarets Choir of Troy, Michigan.

- St. Louis DeMontfort

The Mary Project is dedicated to the
beautification of the Marian Grotto of Our Lady
of Lourdes at Orchard Lake St. Mary’s.
The Mary Project is a registered 501(c)(3) and all donations are tax exempt.

DEDICATION OF HISTORIC PREP BUILDING AT
ORCHARD LAKE SCHOOLS
Students, parents, faculty, staff,
alumni, friends, and benefactors
gathered to witness the dedication
of the historic St. Mary’s
Preparatory Building in the
names of Clarence and Lillian
Constantakis on Thursday, October
7, 2021, in the quad of the Orchard
Lake Schools campus.

Lillian’s memory. This
transformational gift – one of the
largest single gifts in Orchard Lake
Schools history – supports the St.
Mary’s Capital Campaign.
Clarence is a St. Mary’s Prep
graduate of the Class of 1944. He
has fond memories of his high
school experience on campus,
especially in the Prep Building
where the Boys Division students
of our Co-Divisional campus
continue to attend many of their
classes. “I’m very nostalgic and
grateful for the Prep tradition
here at Orchard Lake,” he said.

In 2017, he donated a framed
display (see photo) of SS. Cyril and
Methodius, the patron saints of

“I’m very proud to be a graduate
of St. Mary’s. My diploma is what
gave me the opportunity to attend
college. Today, I’m paying back
what St. Mary’s Prep did for me.”
He comes from humble beginnings.
His Greek father and Polish mother
asked him to attend high school at
the Prep. “When I came here, all
the priests lived on campus and all
the teachers were priests,” added
Constantakis. “They wanted to
see that I got a good education
despite my learning struggles.
One of the priests reminded me I
would succeed if I did the work,
that I’d be ok, and I was. It’s a great
educational institution.”
He went on to serve in the U.S.
Army. “When I returned, and
thanks to my Prep diploma, I
got into Adrian College,” he said.
“From there, I went to Central

Michigan University and Wayne
Law School.” Constantakis became
an attorney and recalls one of his
most prolific career milestones. “I
worked on a case that preserved the
voting rights of Italian Americans.
Italy was close to voting to become

our seminary, with the intention of
reinforcing the importance of these
brothers in bringing Christianity
to Poland. The framed work
hangs in the hallway leading to
SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary’s
chapel as a testament to one of the
most remarkable achievements
of Christian unity and faith in
modern times. It unites “The Pope
and The Patriarch,” Pope Benedict,
then the leader of the Roman
Catholic Church, and Patriarch
Bartholomew I of Constantinople,
the leader of the Eastern Orthodox
Church. Constantakis reminds the
Orchard Lake Schools community
of the importance of the Church
and the role Saints Cyril and
Methodius played in our faith.

“God is always present,” he added.
“God made the world, so in
order to protect His creation, His
environment, all of us have room
for environmental causes and
upholding good moral character.
And Orchard Lake is a good place
for young men and women to grow
and learn.”
“St. Mary’s Preparatory is now the
place where both young men and
women receive an outstanding
educational and faith-based
experience,” said Constantakis.
For more information,
contact Chris Czarnik, Chief
Development Officer, at (248)
392-9267 or via email at cczarnik@
orchardlakeschools.com.

PREP NEWS
The new monument adjacent
to the baseball field honors
the 2021 State and #1
National Baseball Team.
What an incredible tribute to
this Eaglet Baseball Program,
it’s National Coach of the
Year, and its unbeatable
athletes!

part of the Communist block. The
American clergy, government, and
many others, including me, urged
Italian Americans who had dual
citizenship to vote against this
move.” The rest is history.
At one point, Constantakis was
encouraged to run for Circuit
Court Judge in Dearborn, a very
Polish community at the time. He
ran against the incumbent, but
many voters supported him not
only because he was very qualified

▶
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Clarence and Lillian Constantakis
are longstanding benefactors of the
Orchard Lake Schools. Recently,
Lillian went to be with the Lord.
The couple’s gift to
St. Mary’s Preparatory honors

but also because he was of Polish
descent. “I campaigned at Clarence
Constan, won, and served as judge
for four years before I chose to
step down. Then I took a trip to
visit my cousins who prodded
me to change my name back to
Constantakis, and I did.”

Congratulations to the following Varsity soccer players who
represented OLSM at the CHSL honor awards. All-Catholic: Tristan
Gabel, Nicholas Kiafoulis; All-League: Cole Plagens, Brett
Wojkowski; All-Academic: David Strzelewicz.
Many eaglets represented us well at the October 25th Prep
Bowl! More than 25 student athletes were recognized as
Scholastic All Catholic! Mr. Lengel, Mr. Maestri, and
Mr. Shelp were also commended for 15 years of service.
Scholastic All Catholic Team: (top academic students in the Class
of 2022) Kyle Crockett, Thomas Randall, Jack Brunell, Noah
Audia, Gannon Becker. Not pictured: Brock Porter.

▶

▶

Congratulations to our Girls Volleyball CHSL honorees.
All-Catholic: Kadie Tarasiewicz & Miriam Czarnik
All-League: Larkin Mielke & Amelia Czarnik
All-Academic: Sophie Borowski

▶

▶

On Sunday, October 10, the young
men of the OLSM Junior Class
walked into the Shrine Chapel in their
black tuxedos and red bowties for
an extraordinary day, one filled with
pride and more than a few parents
shedding happy tears. It was Junior
Class Ring Day where these young men
carry themselves with confidence and
reverence, joining the 134 preceding
classes as they became Men of St. Mary’s.

The OLSM Squires served
at Lighthouse in Waterford in October. About 20 boys and Paul
Stuligross, faculty advisor, packed food boxes for families in need.
Lighthouse representatives were so impressed they said they can’t wait for
the Squires to return. The group will help distribute Thanksgiving boxes
to families prior to the holiday.

As the new Development Associate for the Orchard Lake Schools, I am thrilled
to be back on campus! My husband, Bill, and I were very involved at OLSM as
the 2019 Parent Class Representatives and served on the Moms and Dads Club
board. I was also a three-year team manager for the varsity soccer team. I’m
blessed to bring with me over 20 years of experience in volunteering and working
in development, fundraising, event planning and advancement in Catholic schools and the church,
including Everest Academy, St. Joseph School, and Holy Family Regional School.
My husband and I moved to Fenton in February and reside there with our two youngest - Stephanie (23),
who is working and finishing her MBA at Wayne State University, and Ryan (20), a junior at Michigan
State University who returns home during summer break. Our oldest, Emily (30), is married and resides
in Ann Arbor with her husband Michael. I enjoy boating, golfing, and finding time to create art.

Upcoming Event Highlights
November 2021

Do you know that Orchard Lake St. Mary’s offers scholarship opportunities such as the
Burkacki Scholarship Fund for Polish and Polish American students?
For more information, please contact the OLSM Admissions Office at (248) 392-9280.

			 20		 Boys Hockey vs. Grosse Point North
							@ 7:30 PM

					1		All Saints Day
					2		All Souls Day

		 20-27		 Thanksgiving Recess (SSCMS)

				 6		 Mass & Holy Hour for Peace
							 @ 9:00 AM in Shrine Chapel

				24		Thanksgiving Recess Begins (OLSM)

				 7		 Daylight Savings Time Ends
							Veterans Day

ALUMNI NEWS

Do you know...

MEET THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE OLS
DEVELOPMENT TEAM: LISA GRAY

				25		Happy Thanksgiving

				29		Classes Resume (OLSM)
				11		Polish Independance Day				

. . . about the “1885 Club?

December 2021

St. Mary’s was founded in 1885, and our recently created 1885 Club offers an affordable way for young alumni to
help support their alma mater and preserve it for generations to come - making it possible with a gift of $18.85 or
more. 							

					2		Alumni Association Christmas Event
							 & Meeting @ 6:30 PM

				 8		 Advent by Candlelight
							 Boys Hockey vs. Trenton @ 7:30 PM

Through TAAF, alumni can help support the heart and soul of their alma mater by keeping St. Mary’s a great
place for students.

					3		1st Annual Girls Division
							Winter Formal (OLSM)
							 Girls Basketball vs. Cardinal Mooney
							@ 7:00 PM

				10		Christmas Wigilia Mass & Dinner

... about “TAAF,” The Annual Alumni Fund?

Enrollment is the strongest in years for the Boys Division and the Girls Division has had a waiting list in each
of its first two classes. We expect enrollment to keep growing and have begun construction on a new classroom
building to open the fall of 2022. Your donations, especially now during our Annual Appeal, help with student
services and safety in many ways.

For more information and to help support one of these funds, visit:

https://www.orchardlakeschools.com/support-us

				 6		 St. Nicholas Day
							 Girls Basketball vs. Gabriel Richard
							@ 7:00 PM
		 6-10		 Final Exams (SSCMS)

				17		End of the 2nd Marking Period (OLSM)
				25		Christmas Day
							(SSCMS Christmas Recess 12/13-1/1)
							(OLSM Christmas Recess 12/18-1/2)
			 28		 Girls Basketball vs. Hamtramck
							@ 6:00 PM
			 31		 New Year’s Eve

NOVEMBER 2021
MASS SCHEDULE

NOVEMBER 1
SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

ӹ 9:00 am 		Fr. Kowal • Polish • Seminary Chapel

NOVEMBER 2
ALL SOULS DAY

ӹ 7:00 pm 		Fr. Kowal • Polish • Seminary Chapel

NOVEMBER 6
MASS AND HOLY HOUR FOR PEACE

ӹ 9:00 am 		Fr. Kowal • English • St. JPII Shrine
ӹ
ӹ
ӹ
ӹ

NOVEMBER 7

9:00 am 		Fr. Kowal • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
9:00 am		Fr. Iwańczuk • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
11:00 am		Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine
Fr. Iwańczuk • Polish* • St. JPII Shrine
1:00 pm		

NOVEMBER 11
POLISH INDEPENDANCE DAY

ӹ 7:00 pm 		Fr. Kowal • Polish • Seminary Chapel

NOVEMBER 14

ӹ 9:00 am 		Fr. Kowal • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
Fr. Iwańczuk • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
ӹ 9:00 am		
ӹ 11:00 am		Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine

NOVEMBER 21

ӹ 9:00 am 		Fr. Kowal • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
Fr. Iwańczuk • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
ӹ 9:00 am		
ӹ 11:00 am		Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine

NOVEMBER 28

ӹ 9:00 am 		Fr. Iwańczuk • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
Msgr. Browne • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
ӹ 9:00 am		
ӹ 11:00 am		Fr. Iwańczuk • English • St. JPII Shrine

* Feed for the Live stream of the Polish Masses is below:
https://www.facebook.com/olsnews
When you can’t be with us for Mass, watch our 9:00 AM Polish Mass
via Facebook live stream or on our YouTube Channel,
or listen to Polish Varieties Radio at 9:00 AM on WNZK 680/690 AM Detroit.

