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for much of the day (the hotel
has 255 rooms), it does get
crowded.

With our poolside berth
secured, I would have been
happy to lie back with a book.
Our safari was surely enough
action for the week.

But my son had other ideas.
“Dad, I’m bored,” he said, as
we finished yet another game of
pool, which was about as much
exercise as I felt like taking.

Thrills and spills, noise and
action were his idea of a good
time. So we found ourselves
boarding a bus for Aqualand
water park.

The place is huge, with an
array of twisting, plunging
slides towering over the pools.

A burger and chips later,
I was eyeing the quiet VIP
area. That idea was quickly
sunk by my son with the oldest
challenge in the book: “You’re
not scared, are you?”

Soon, I was speeding down
a tunnel in complete darkness,
or being shaken and stirred in
a giant rubber ring before
being dumped over what felt
like a precipice. Every time
there was a sense of relief
when I plunged into the water.
But eventually, even I started
to enjoy it.

Back at the hotel, Tom was
finally ready to unwind, taking
over the Jacuzzi that came with
our eighth-floor penthouse
suite. It boasted stunning sea
views, two balconies and a
huge satellite TV.

Tom also liked being able to
graze for most of the day –
from 7.30am until 9pm there’s
always somewhere serving hot
food or cold snacks. Meals in
the main restaurant are buffet-
style, with local beer, and red
and white wine offered on tap.

Like an increasing number
of holidays, this is on an
all-inclusive basis so all the
basics are already paid for and
there’s no need to carry cash.

I insisted we try the tapas at
the El Sultan restaurant, but
Tom didn’t share my taste for
the delicious sizzling chorizo
cooked in Asturian cider or
the prawns in garlic and chilli.
No, it was pasta from the
buffet for him.

But we did agree that we
preferred the pools to the
beach where the sand was
a disappointing grey colour,
although the sea was pleasant.

At my prompting, we tried
a more cultural excursion to
the island’s capital Las Palmas.

But the Santa Ana cathedral
and the bronze statues of the
now-extinct dogs that once
inhabited the Canary Islands
and gave them their name
from the Latin, canis, left him
unimpressed.

And the mansion where
Christopher Columbus is said
to have stayed in 1492, which
includes maps and charts of
his voyages, also drew a blank.

It was time to admit defeat
and with the prospect of a
cooling swim ahead, I didn’t
mind a bit.

l Thrills and spills at Aqualand water park are only a short bus ride away

l Nigel Williams was a guest
of Thomson Holidays, which
offers seven-night all-inclusive
holidays to Gran Canaria staying
at the Hotel Orquidea in Bahia
Feliz from £680 per adult,
£214 for first child and £254
for second child this summer.
Prices include return flights ex-
Gatwick in early May, in-resort
transfers, taxes and charges.
l Reservations: 0871 2314691
or visit www.thomson.co.uk
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