
W
e’re sitting in the
best seats imagi-
nable at Verona’s
magical

amphitheatre: front and centre
for a lavish performance of
Verdi’s classic Nabucco.

My partner and the kids are
dressed to the nines and goose-
pimpled with excitement.
We’ve dined out in one of
Verona’s finest restaurants and,
later on, we’re heading back to
an apartment so attractive I
want to lick the walls.

I’ve got the lot. My soul
should be soaring up towards
the blue velvet night sky.

But no. The midges got me.
They found me a week ago, on
day one of my Italian adven-
ture. Word spread that I was
tasty. Now, what I really want
to do is pull down my socks
and give my ankles a good
going over with a spoon.

Still, I’m a grumbler by
nature. And as my family keep
telling me, the bites weren’t
that bad. In all honesty, my
two-week twin-break holiday
in the Adriatic gave us precious
little to grumble about.

Camping Ca’Savio is a large,
bustling park with superb
pools, a relaxed atmosphere
and great beach, all set in a nice
stretch of woodland. It’s got
everything a child could want.

The food on site is extraor-
dinary and seriously good

value, whether it be the basic
pizza and canteen-style diner,
or the more upmarket restau-
rant. The seafood is to die for.

Our first few days were very
much campsite-based, spent
lounging on the golden sands,
paddling in the clear blue seas,
and generally enjoying our
comfortable, woodland-based
mobile home. Then we felt
ready for some proper luxury.

We had arranged to spend
some time in the two major
tourist cities easily accessible
from Ca’Savio.

First was Verona, where we
spent the night in the stunning,
city centre apartment Residence
Il Vicolo, and dined at the
superb Antico Caffe Dante.
Then it was Nabucco at the
amphitheatre.

But our dreams really came
to life when we headed to
Venice. Our base was the
superbly opulent Ca’Sagredo
Hotel, which offers some of the
best views of this wonderful
city imaginable. We took in a
moonlit gondola ride, kissed
under every bridge in the city
and dined in style.

There was more culture to
be digested as well, during a
visit to Musica a Palazzo,
where we were delighted by the
performance of love duets in
an extraordinary palace.

But our absolute highlight
was thanks to the queen of the
Il Ballo del Doge, Antonia
Sautter. The designer responsi-
ble for the masked carnival
that represents Venice’s hottest
ticket invited us to her studios

where we soon found ourselves
coerced into playing dress-up.

You know those out-of-
body experiences? I had one
while standing by a canal,
having my photo taken by
tourists, dressed as Louis XVI.
My partner was Marie
Antoinette. And the kids were
a masked prince and princess.
I have never had so much fun
while wearing tights.

After what was genuinely the
time of our lives, we took the
ferry back to Punto Sabbioni,
and then a short bus ride back
to the campsite for another few
days of sunbathing, swimming
and ice cream.

The kids laughed, my good
lady drank the plentiful wine,
and I read books and
scratched my ankles.
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l David Mark was a guest of
Keycamp which offers 99 parcs
across Europe plus the US.
Seven nights’ self-catering in
early May at Ca’Savio parc
starts at £238.
Keycamp reservations: 0844 406
0319 or www.keycamp.co.uk
l Italian specialists Citalia offers
three nights’ B&B from Aug 28
at the five-star Ca’Sagredo Hotel

from £573 including return flights
ex-Gatwick.

Citalia reservations: 0844 415
1956 or www.citalia.com

l Residence Il Vicolo
(www.residenceilvicolo.com)
offers self-catering apartments
from e60 to e180 per night.

l Liaisons Abroad offers opera
tickets and bespoke arrange-
ments in Verona and Venice.

Liaisons Abroad: 0207 8087330
or www.liaisonsabroad.com

tthhee ffaaccttss

l Take an enchanting gondola ride through the waters of Venice at sunset

l Camping Ca’Savio is perfect for relaxation and has everything kids need
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