
INSTABRIGHT e-GAZETTE  

ISSN: 2704-3010 
Volume V, Issue II  
November 2023 
Available online at https://www.instabrightgazette.com  

********************************************************************************************************* 

********************************************************************************************************* 
Editorial Team 

Editor-in-Chief: Alvin B. Punongbayan  Associate Editor: Andro M. Bautista 
Managing Editor: Raymart O. Basco  Web Editor: Nikko C. Panotes 

Manuscript Editors / Reviewers: 

Chin Wen Cong, Christopher DC. Francisco, Camille P. Alicaway, Pinky Jane A. Perez, 
Mary Jane B. Custodio, Irene H. Andino, Mark-Jhon R. Prestoza, Keive O. Casimiro, Ma. Rhoda E. Panganiban 

Rjay C. Calaguas, Mario A. Cudiamat, Jesson L. Hero, Albert Bulawat, Cris T. Zita, Allan M. Manaloto 
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

USING ACTIVE APPROACHES TO TEACH ENGLISH IN HIGH SCHOOLS: 

DEVELOPING LANGUAGE SKILLS AND CRITICAL THINKING 
 

GRACE D. DEPEÑA 

09973740645 

grcdepena@gmail.com 

 

 The English curriculum is a dynamic canvas in the field of high school education, providing 

pupils with opportunities for critical thinking, cultural awareness, and nuanced expression in 

addition to language proficiency. This important topic goes beyond the simple rules of syntax and 

vocabulary; it provides a means of examining the subtleties of interpersonal relationships, the 

persuasiveness of narratives, and the timeless appeal of great works of literature. 

 The goal of teaching English in high school is to inspire students' desire for articulation, 

analysis, and interpretation rather than just imparting grammar and semantics. This is the period 

at which teenagers become young adults. Reading, language, and communication experiences at 

this time mold their worldview and affect their capacity to understand many points of view and 

express their own ideas clearly. The task of teaching English to teachers at this pivotal moment 

involves more than just rote memorization of literature. It includes creating an atmosphere that 

develops empathy, stimulates curiosity, and hones critical thinking skills. With the help of creative 

teaching strategies and a strong sense of purpose, educators can help students become more 

proficient in language while also stimulating their minds and inspiring them to delve deeper into 

books, challenge conventional wisdom, and create original stories. Teachers of English in high 

school play an even more important role in this dynamic age where information permeates every 

aspect of life. In addition to teaching students how to decode texts, they should also give them 

the skills necessary to assess, criticize, and interact positively with the outside world by using 

language. Therefore, the strategies used in English classes at high schools have the power to 
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mold students into people who will not only do well academically but also become skilled 

communicators, critical thinkers, and globally conscious citizens. 

 In the discussion that follows, we explore the various methods, cutting-edge approaches, 

and strategies that contemporary educators have adopted to encourage a love of language, 

literature, and communication and to provide a richer high school English learning environment. 

 

Creative Methods of Teaching: 

 English classes in high schools are developing centers of creativity and engagement where 

teachers use a wide range of pedagogical approaches that are adapted to the various needs and 

learning preferences of their students. These methods go beyond the conventional lecture format, 

adopting dynamic, participatory strategies that stimulate interest and expand comprehension. 

1. Engaging Discussions and Interactive Sessions 

 Effective English instruction is built on interactive sessions that engage students. These 

discussions revolve around literary texts, linguistic nuance, and current issues and encourage 

active participation. Encouraging students to participate in discussion-based learning helps them 

develop their critical thinking skills as well as their ability to present and defend their opinions. 

2. Learning through projects (PBL) 

 With the help of projects that immerse them in real-world situations, students can apply 

their language skills and literary analysis in real-world contexts. Students delve deeper into texts, 

exploring themes, character motivations, and societal implications through the creation of 

presentations, creative projects, or multimedia productions. PBL promotes problem-solving, 

cooperative teamwork, and comprehensive understanding of literary works. 



INSTABRIGHT e-GAZETTE  

ISSN: 2704-3010 
Volume V, Issue II  
November 2023 
Available online at https://www.instabrightgazette.com  

********************************************************************************************************* 

********************************************************************************************************* 
Editorial Team 

Editor-in-Chief: Alvin B. Punongbayan  Associate Editor: Andro M. Bautista 
Managing Editor: Raymart O. Basco  Web Editor: Nikko C. Panotes 

Manuscript Editors / Reviewers: 

Chin Wen Cong, Christopher DC. Francisco, Camille P. Alicaway, Pinky Jane A. Perez, 
Mary Jane B. Custodio, Irene H. Andino, Mark-Jhon R. Prestoza, Keive O. Casimiro, Ma. Rhoda E. Panganiban 

Rjay C. Calaguas, Mario A. Cudiamat, Jesson L. Hero, Albert Bulawat, Cris T. Zita, Allan M. Manaloto 
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

3. Including Technology and Multimedia 

 The limits of conventional teaching are redefined by the incorporation of technology and 

multimedia resources. Interactive websites, podcasts, digital storytelling tools, and captivating 

educational platforms not only hold students' attention but also accommodate different learning 

styles. With the help of these technological interventions, students can learn in a personalized 

way and discover language and literature in new ways. 

4. Differentiated Education 

 Differentiated instruction adapts lesson plans to meet the needs of each individual student 

in the classroom by taking into account their varied academic backgrounds and rates of learning. 

By employing a range of resources, exercises, and evaluations, teachers cater to various learning 

preferences and skill levels, guaranteeing a welcoming and encouraging learning atmosphere. 

5. Socratic seminars and literature circles 

 Through promoting peer-led discussions, literature circles and Socratic seminars 

encourage deeper engagement with texts. In order to encourage polite conversation and active 

listening, students take on roles, steer conversations, and ask insightful questions. These 

cooperative learning environments foster critical thinking, empathy, and a greater understanding 

of other points of view. 

 By implementing these cutting-edge teaching strategies, students not only gain a deeper 

understanding and retention of English language and literature, but they also acquire vital skills 

like critical thinking, cooperation, and adaptability, which equips them for a complex and 

interconnected world. 
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Investigation and Evaluation of Literature 

 Acknowledging the diverse range of literary works is fundamental to an English education 

in high school. Through exploring a variety of genres, authors, and cultural narratives, teachers 

hope to develop in their students not only a love of reading but also critical thinking and empathy. 

1. Various Literary Choices 

 A wide range of literary works, from canonical classics to contemporary works 

representing various cultures and voices, are included in high school English curricula. Students' 

perspectives are expanded when they read texts from various historical periods, places, and 

viewpoints. This helps them comprehend the social, historical, and cultural contexts in which 

these works were produced. 

2. Building Analytical Skills 

 Literary analysis encourages students to explore themes, character motivations, 

symbolism, and authorial intent at a deeper level than simple comprehension. Teachers assist 

students in developing their analytical abilities by pushing them to analyze, interpret, and critically 

think critically about texts in order to promote a sophisticated comprehension of literature. 

3. Contextual Knowledge 

 Students gain a greater understanding and appreciation of literary works when they are 

placed within their historical and cultural contexts. Students are better able to understand and 

relate to the themes and characters in literature when they investigate the socio-political context, 

societal norms, and the author's personal history. 
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4. Reading Critically and Reacting 

 Promoting critical reading skills in students’ entails having them analyze, assess, and 

synthesize information they read. By teaching them to recognize biases, evaluate rhetoric, and 

develop well-supported opinions, you can foster thoughtful responses in them as well as promote 

independent thought. 

5. Understanding and Taking Perspective 

 Reading literature can help you understand other people's points of view, develop 

empathy, and encourage tolerance. Students gain empathy for diverse points of view by delving 

into the experiences, hardships, and victories of fictional characters, which promotes a society 

that is more understanding and compassionate. 

 Students gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of language, human 

experiences, and the power of storytelling in addition to honing their critical thinking skills through 

interacting with a variety of literary landscapes and participating in analytical discussions. This 

investigation establishes the groundwork for a lifetime connection with books, fostering 

considerate and sympathetic people who can successfully negotiate the challenges of life. 

 

Enhancing Language Proficiency: 

 The foundation of good communication is language proficiency, and high school English 

instruction aims to develop students' writing, grammar, vocabulary, and oral expression skills, 

which will help them express themselves clearly and precisely. 
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1. Instruction in syntax and grammar 

 A thorough knowledge of syntax and grammar forms the basis of good communication. 

Insightful instruction that covers sentence structure, parts of speech, punctuation, and sentence 

diversity encourages students to apply these basic rules to their writing and speaking while also 

helping them understand the language. 

2. Vocabulary Development 

 The process of acquiring vocabulary is an ongoing one, and high school English classrooms 

offer an ideal environment for its development. By using a variety of strategies, such as word 

banks, context-based learning, etymology exploration, and exposure to a wide range of texts, 

students' lexicons are expanded, giving them the language tools they need to communicate ideas 

more clearly. 

3. Enhancing Writing Proficiency 

 Writing essays is only one aspect of developing effective writing skills; other types of 

writing include narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive writing. Through guided writing 

exercises, peer reviews, and revision techniques, students hone their skills in organizing cohesive 

arguments, creating captivating stories, and elegantly expressing ideas on paper. 

4. Presentation and Oral Communication 

 In addition to fluency, fostering effective oral communication also requires clarity, 

confidence, and persuasiveness. Students' public speaking abilities are enhanced by participating 

in debates, speeches, role-plays, and presentations, which help them to express themselves 

clearly and effectively. 

 



INSTABRIGHT e-GAZETTE  

ISSN: 2704-3010 
Volume V, Issue II  
November 2023 
Available online at https://www.instabrightgazette.com  

********************************************************************************************************* 

********************************************************************************************************* 
Editorial Team 

Editor-in-Chief: Alvin B. Punongbayan  Associate Editor: Andro M. Bautista 
Managing Editor: Raymart O. Basco  Web Editor: Nikko C. Panotes 

Manuscript Editors / Reviewers: 

Chin Wen Cong, Christopher DC. Francisco, Camille P. Alicaway, Pinky Jane A. Perez, 
Mary Jane B. Custodio, Irene H. Andino, Mark-Jhon R. Prestoza, Keive O. Casimiro, Ma. Rhoda E. Panganiban 

Rjay C. Calaguas, Mario A. Cudiamat, Jesson L. Hero, Albert Bulawat, Cris T. Zita, Allan M. Manaloto 
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

5. Immersion in Language and Real-World Applications 

 Immersion experiences give students the chance to use their language skills in real-world 

situations, language exchanges, drama productions, and language clubs. Through immersive 

experiences, they can navigate language in context, which strengthens their understanding of 

linguistic nuances and reinforces their learning. 

 By emphasizing these pillars of language proficiency, high school English teachers hope 

to prepare their students for future academic and professional endeavors by teaching them not 

only the language's mechanics but also confidence in their ability to communicate effectively. 

 

Technology Integration 

 Technology has completely changed the way that English is taught in high school. It 

provides students with access to cutting-edge tools and resources that enhance language 

acquisition, encourage participation, and help them comprehend literary ideas on a deeper level. 

1. Interactive Learning Environments 

 Learning management systems and educational platforms offer a central location for 

assignments, resources, and group projects. Learning management systems (LMS) such as 

Google Classroom, Moodle, and Canvas facilitate structured and dynamic learning environments 

by providing channels for assignment submission, discussions, and access to additional resources. 

2. E-books and Digital Textbooks 

 The emergence of electronic books and digital texts offers a vibrant substitute for 

conventional printed materials. A wide variety of literary works available in digital format support 
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different learning styles and can be annotated, interactive, and enhanced with multimedia to 

make reading more enjoyable. 

3. Using digital storytelling and multimedia presentations 

 Students can use platforms such as podcasts, videos, multimedia presentations, and 

digital storytelling to creatively convey how they understand literary concepts. Students use these 

platforms to integrate their learning, interact with their peers, and demonstrate their creativity 

and critical thinking abilities. 

4. Online Resources and Tools for Literary Analysis 

 Classroom instruction is enhanced by the use of online resources and tools for literary 

analysis, such as forums, annotated text websites, literary databases, and interactive tests. These 

resources support independent literary element exploration, strengthen concepts, and promote 

comprehension depth. 

5. Language exchanges, virtual author visits, and webinars 

 Students have the opportunity to engage in virtual book clubs, webinars, author 

interactions, and language exchanges with peers around the world through virtual platforms. 

These encounters provide genuine language-use contexts, widen perspectives, and improve 

cross-cultural understanding. 

 Adopting new technologies into the English curriculum for high school students fosters 

digital literacy skills that are critical for success in the twenty-first century while also improving 

access to resources. It gives them the ability to live in a world driven by technology and use it as 

a catalyst for more creative expression and in-depth learning. 
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Fostering Expression and Creativity 

 In order to develop a deeper connection with language and literature, high school English 

classrooms act as creative laboratories where students are encouraged to explore the many 

avenues of self-expression, imagination, and artistic communication. 

1. Storytelling Techniques and Narrative Analysis 

 Students' imaginations are opened up when they are encouraged to fully engage with the 

storytelling medium. Students are inspired to create captivating stories through creative writing 

exercises, narrative prompts, and storytelling workshops, which develop their creativity and 

sharpen their narrative abilities. 

2. Examining Different Literary Genres and Forms 

 By exploring a variety of literary genres, such as plays, essays, and short stories, students 

can develop a wide range of artistic expressions. Students can learn about their preferences and 

styles while appreciating the versatility of language by analyzing and experimenting with various 

genres. 

3. Acting, Role-Playing, and Drama 

 Reading becomes more alive when students participate in role-playing and drama 

exercises. Using performance to explore characters, themes, and conflicts fosters empathy and a 

deeper understanding of the human experiences that are portrayed in the texts, in addition to 

improving comprehension. 
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4. Workshops on Poetry and Creative Expression 

 Poetry workshops encourage students to express themselves poetically and use verse as 

a tool to explore feelings, observations, and reflections. Poets foster their individuality and self-

expression through writing poetry, experimenting with different forms and structures, and sharing 

their creations. 

5. Innovative Initiatives and Visual Arts Interpretations 

 Giving students creative assignments that enable them to interpret literary works 

artistically pushes them to think beyond the box of conventional essays. Through the use of visual 

art, music, multimedia presentations, and other creative mediums, students can convey their 

comprehension of texts in a fresh and original way. 

 In addition to fostering students' aesthetic sensibilities, encouraging creativity and 

expression in high school English classes also improves their critical thinking, empathy, and 

communication abilities. It gives them the confidence and self-expression they need to 

understand, value, and add to the diverse range of human expression. 

 Language goes beyond simple mechanics in the high school English curriculum to weave 

a story of profound understanding, empathy, and exploration. The quote from Mark Twain that 

best describes the careful craft of language mastery that educators strive to impart is "The 

difference between the almost right word and the right word is really a large matter—'tis the 

difference between the lightning-bug and the lightning." Twain understood the immense 

significance of precision in expression. 

 Books have the power to stir the soul and expand perspectives in addition to their ability 

to express ideas in powerful ways. Maya Angelou aptly expressed this idea when she said, "I've 

learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will 
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never forget how you made them feel." The emotional resonance, empathy, and connections that 

are forged in the literary world persist well beyond the printed word and have a lasting impact on 

the human condition. 

 Under the guidance of committed teachers, high school English classrooms become 

furnaces where language, literature, and expression collide, molding students' intellectual abilities 

as well as their capacity to deal with life's complexities in a nuanced, sensitive, and thorough 

manner. 

 

 


