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01/CEAD MILE 
FAILTE (One hundred 
thousand welcomes)

I am delighted that you are exploring what the National 
College of Ireland (NCI) has to offer international students. 
I believe that, as a study destination, our combination of 
world-recognised academic qualifications, wonderful natural 
environment, and great student lifestyle has few equals 
anywhere in the world. 
For each of the last four years, the Sunday Times has named NCI as the  
number one ranked college in Ireland for graduate jobs. Surrounded by some  
of the world’s leading companies, including Google, Facebook, Twitter, Yahoo, 
PWC and Citibank, NCI has an unrivalled location for students who wish to 
develop both themselves and their careers. 

With over 50 nationalities represented on campus, NCI is an exciting and diverse 
place to be. We are committed to helping our students from abroad make new 
friends and create unforgettable memories, encouraging them to take advantage 
of the many career, social and recreational opportunities that Dublin and Ireland 
have to offer.

Whether you are an undergraduate seeking a first qualification, or a postgraduate 
wanting to move to the next stage of your career, I am sure you will find what you 
are looking for at NCI. 

NCI is takes great pride in not just what our students experience during their  
time with us, but also how they continue to develop and grow after they graduate. 
We look forward to welcoming you as one of these people in 2017 or beyond. 

Richard Barry

Director – International Development
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6th no.1
in the world for 
Education & 
learning 

35%
less expensive 
than London  
to live

Easiest country  
in Europe to  
start a business 
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4th11th
in the World  
for Safety & 
Security  

most prosperous 
country in the 
world   

Official 
languages: 

English
and Irish
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IRELAND
Ireland is the one of most prosperous countries in the world, according to the 2015 
Legatum Prosperity Index, which measures standards of education, quality of life, 
governance, ease of doing business, personal freedom and health.

Visitors come from around the world to live, work 
and study in this safe and welcoming environment. 
Students experience a relaxed lifestyle, travelling 
easily between cosmopolitan cities and the 
beautiful countryside for which Ireland is famous. 

WORLD-CLASS LEARNING
Ireland’s education system offers some of the best 
learning opportunities in the world, with excellent 
teaching and high-quality programmes at all levels. 
In 2014, the United Nations’ Human Development 
Index report has placed Ireland sixth overall, ahead 
of the UK, USA, Canada and New Zealand.

THE IRISH OVERSEAS
Since 1700, between 9 and 10 million people 
born in Ireland have emigrated. This is more than 
the population of Ireland at its historical peak in 
the 1840s of 8.5 million. The Irish diaspora refers 
to Irish people and their descendants who live 
outside Ireland. As a country who understand the 
need to travel overseas for education or career 
development, Ireland is best placed to offer a  
warm welcome to international students coming  
to Ireland.

GLOBAL RANKINGS
> 11th most prosperous country in the world 

(Legatum 2015)

> Easiest country in Europe to start a business 
(World Bank 2013)

> 4th in the World Prosperity Index for Safety  
& Security (Legatum 2015)

> 6th in the World Prosperity Index for Personal 
Freedom (Legatum 2015)

> 8th in the World Prosperity Index for Education 
(Legatum 2015)

IRELAND – KEY FACTS
> Size: 84,421 square kilometres

> Population: 4.58 million  
(Dublin population – c. 1.271m)

> Capital city: Dublin

> Time zone: GMT

> Government: Parliamentary democracy

> Official languages: English and Irish

> Currency: Euro

> Population under 29 years: 40.2%  
(one of the highest in Europe)

> Minimum wage: €9.15 per hour
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A FRIENDLY WELCOME

The Irish are proud of their country and culture, and enjoying  

showing visitors the many unique aspects of the country.  

Irish people are world famous for their ‘céad míle fáilte’  

– one hundred thousand welcomes. Whether it is
 sport,  

culture, art or music, the Irish love to take part in  

activities that bring people together and help to  

create lifelong friendships. 

ACTION AND  

ADVENTURE AWAIT

If you enjoy outdoor activities and sports, the wide range on  

offer in Ireland will excite and delight.

> The country regularly hosts international sporting events such as 

football & rugby matches, golf tournaments, sailing regattas and 

multisport competitions, along with the national sports of hurling  

and Gaelic football

> Surrounded by sea and dotted with lakes and rivers, the Irish are 

lucky to never be far fro
m water. No matter where you live in Ireland, 

you are never more than a 90 minute drive from the seaside.  

Water pursuits such as swimming, surfing, sailing  

and other water sports are common pastimes.

 

Climbing the 
Dublin Mountains

See U2 
play in t

he 
3Arena’

Sailing  at  
Malahide

Japane
se  

Gardens

Enjoying the  Activities

Great festivals

Tasty food!

Life’s a beach!
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Climbing 
the 

Dublin 
Mountains
Wednesday

Visit th
e 

Book of
 

Kells

Kayaking 
lessons

  
in Grand 

Canal 
Dock’

Go shopp
ing 

at Dundrum

Japane
se  

Gardens

Another great celebration

Dublin Zoo

Relaxing at  
Powerscourt waterfall

Visit seaside

Boat trip

Rugby

6
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IRELAND’S BEST 
CONNECTED 
COLLEGE
At National College of Ireland (NCI) we will help you achieve your goals and 
fully realise your potential. No matter where you are from, whatever course you 
choose to study, our reputation, academic excellence and world class student 
support, will help you on the road to professional and personal success. 

Located within 10 minutes’ walk of global 
companies such as Google, Facebook, Twitter, 
JP Morgan, Citibank and PWC, NCI delivers 
courses that are designed with industry with 
the purpose of meeting industry’s future staffing 
requirements. 

If you’d like to find out more, we’d be delighted 
to see you overseas when we visit your 
country. For details, visit https://www.ncirl.ie/
International/Discover-NCI/Meet-NCI 

You can also visit us in Dublin for one of our 
open days – dates and booking details are 
available from https://www.ncirl.ie/Events  If 
you’re in the Ireland but are unable to attend an 
official open day, our International Office will be 
happy to arrange an independent visit for you.

You can download a copy of our International 
Programmes guide from https://www.ncirl.ie/
International/Forms-and-Downloads.

7

10 min 
walk to Global  

Companies

15 min 
from Dublin 

International 
Airport

Within 

Central 
transport hub
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KPMG

JP Morgan

10 minute  
walk

BNP Paribas

AIG Ireland

Citibank

Yahoo

PWC

Central 
Bank of 
Ireland

Facebook

State Street

Realex Partners

Accenture
Twitter

Google

NCI
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D u b l i n  C i t y
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WHAT OUR 
STUDENTS  
SAY...
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NCI has given me a lots of lifelong opportunities and a life changing experience. Coming from a non-computing 
background, many facets of the  
world of technologies were new to  
me and I found the course to  be of an exceptional  quality.

ARYAN BANSEL 
MSc in Cloud ComputingOriginally from IndiaNow working with Amazon

NCI as a college 

stands out because 

it is a small, well-knit 

environment where support 

is always available. With lots 

of technological companies 

in Ireland, I didn’t have to 

wait long before I got into an 

internship and eventually into 

full-time employment. NCI is 

be a great choice if you want 

quality education. 

DIEGO JUAN FAVORETTO

Higher Diploma in Data Analytics 

Originally from Brazil

Now working with Allied Irish Bank

“I received a very warm welcome not only from the international office 
but also from all in NCI. Coming 
from a totally different educational 
background and environment was challenging but with the help 

received from the student support 
services, I was able to realise my 
potential. NCI’s reputation with 
industry means that they recognize 
and appreciate their graduates as 
being highly skilled”.

ADEDAMOLA ADEKANBIM.A Human Resource Management
Originally from Nigeria Now working with Allied Irish Bank
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I was really into the 

learning environment 

here mainly because 

professors show really 

enthusiastic attitudes towards 

guiding students by using various 

ways of teaching.

Dublin is a fantastic place to live, 

study and work. There are lots of 

comforts from home, no matter 

where you are from, but lots of 

opportunities to discover new 

cultures. 

LACY LIN

BA in Accounting & HRM

Originally from Taiwan

Now working with Apple

Ireland has been a huge 
learning experience for me. 

From joining NCI to securing 

a role with Bank of Ireland, it has been a 

wonderful journey so far. As for NCI, it is 

one of the best colleges in Ireland, with 

staff that are always ready to go above 

and beyond their responsibilities to help 

the international students feel welcome 

and supported. RACHNA THALLURI 

Msc in Finance 
Originally from India
Now working in  
Bank of Ireland

Studying at NCI has been by far the best decision of my life. Interacting with people from different cultures and places and receiving immense support and knowledge from the highly qualified professors has been instrumental in building an experience of a lifetime. JIEYUN LOH (JYIN) 
BA Hons Marketing PracticeMalaysia

Currently studying MA HRM
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“My time at NCI has been incredible. Since I was 
living on-campus, I appreciate the facilities it has 
to offer. Easy access to the gym, library and Cloud 
Competency Centre with the swipe of a card was 
very convenient.

Mainly, I enjoyed being exposed to different cultures by making 
friends and meeting new people that came from different 
backgrounds. One of the fun experience was Holi Festival that 
was organised by my fellow Indian classmates. Also, the staff 
are helpful and friendly.

One of the best things about my NCI course – MSC in Cloud 
Computing – was having the opportunity to go on a field trip to 
Microsoft. 

We were able to witness the theoretical knowledge being 
implemented. Moreover, there were talks given by professors 
from another universities on IBM Bluemix Technology. I found 
these talks as valuable and informative experiences.

My advice to give to students considering studying at NCI is that 
NCI has plenty to offer if you yourself are willing to give your 
best effort and make the most out of it.”

02/STUDY AT NCI 
WORLD-CLASS 
EDUCATION 

11
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Tan Phey Yin (Michelle) 
From Malaysia,  
MSc in Cloud Computing,  
Now working at Netscout

One of the  
fastest growing  

colleges in  
Ireland
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EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
Your programmes will be delivered by dedicated 
lecturers who are experts in their field. Many of them 
have developed their in-depth knowledge through both 
academic research, along with years of working in some 
of the world’s leading companies. 

NCI was founded in 1947 and originally called the 
National College for Industrial Relations. Since our 
inception, NCI has been committed to an outstanding 
teaching and learning experience, research and 
unrivalled links with businesses both in Dublin and 
internationally. 

NCI is one of Ireland’s fastest growing colleges. We 
continue to develop industry leading and cutting edge 
courses to meet the growing staffing demands of the 
companies that surround us. In an ever changing world, 
we always seek to offer our students the best possible 
education. If you choose NCI, you will learn in an 
environment where a global perspective is ever present, 
where you can use state-of-the-art facilities and you can 
study with amazing students from around the world. 

WORLD-RENOWNED 
RESEARCH
Research at NCI is regarded as a core activity and rooted 
in our programmes and teachings. Lifelong learning, 
workplace learning and technology- enhanced learning 
represent NCI’s past, present and future areas of interest. 

Many of our students have, with the support of NCI, 
developed and commercialised intellectual property 
during and after their studies in the college. 

AN INTERNATIONAL 
APPROACH
NCI prides itself on its international approach. We 
welcome students from over 50 countries, along with 
faculty from around the world. We are internationally 
recognised as an innovative institution, producing 
graduates with a global outlook. 

We continue to develop collaborations with some of 
the world’s leading universities. Our Cloud Competency 
Centre alone has a distinguished advisory board 
consisting of academic leaders from Stanford University, 
UC Berkley and Cornell University. We operate on a 
global scale in everything we do. 

One of the  
fastest growing  

colleges in  
Ireland

Students  
from over 50  

countries

 Internationally 
recognised as 
an innovative 

institution

50  
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WORLD-CLASS 
EXPERIENCE 
OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW
An international education is not all about studying and 
academic performance. Your time in NCI is also a time to 
grow your network of friends, take advantage of unique 
opportunities and develop your interests. In a recent 
survey, 90% of NCI international students rated their 
experience as good or better. 

Our commitment to enhancing a student’s experience in 
Dublin extends throughout the college, from the support 
provided by our international office right through to the 
students’ union and its societies.

WORLD-CLASS FACILITIES 
NCI’s state of the art campus is spread over 220,000 
square feet and five stories. Its design allows everything 
from lecture theatres to the Students’ Union to be 
located in one central building. Lecturers and support 
offices are located beside classrooms, which allows NCI 
to create a supportive and friendly environment. The 
Kelly Theatre is an impressive 270 seat lecture hall. The 
college also has three additional tiered theatres, a range 
of purpose-built studio classrooms and a number of 
leading edge computer labs. 

PATH TO GRADUATION
By the time you graduate, our academic and 
extracurricular opportunities will have helped you to grow 
both personally and professionally and to set you on 
the path for an exciting future. Every student’s journey is 
unique and we are honoured to be able to play a part in 
helping you create yours.

PREPARED FOR INDUSTRY
Our courses are designed with some of the leading 
experts from industry to meet their current and future 
staffing requirements. This unique methodology in 
course design gives you a genuine insight into the 
real-world application of your subject. You will graduate 
with relevant skills and knowledge and, for many of our 
courses, a qualification that’s recognised by  
professional organisations.

Call +353-1-4498500  Email international@ncirl.ie
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GRADUATE
When you graduate from NCI  
you will leave with a  
globally recognised  
qualification, but  
also with a set  
of skills that are  
suited to the real  
world and the  
ability to think  
independently.
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CAREER AND 
PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
National College of Ireland has a team of 
senior recruitment experts and guidance 
professionals that are experienced 
in providing tactical, customised, 
comprehensive career development and 
personal branding advice and guidance to 
international students. We have a Careers 
Advisor whose role involves focusing 
on developing the employability skills of 
international students.

A Career Planning module is scheduled for all 
international students and includes: 

> Career assessment and planning

> Career networking strategies 

> Job search 

> Managing your online brand on social media

> Creation of high impact applications and CVs 

> Interviewing techniques

> Assessment Centre preparation

This module empowers students to network with 
employers and secure graduate, part time and volunteer 
work relevant to their academic studies. 

CAREER SERVICES FOR 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
> Individual and group career counselling and coaching

> CV and LinkedIn Workshops 

> Mock interviews 

> Online career resources available 24/7

> Access to the NCI Jobs board 

> Weekly jobs newsletter

EMPLOYABILITY 
INITIATIVES
We support students with a number of employability 
enhancing initiatives such as the 

> NCI Careers Passport

> Certificate in Career Management  
& Employability Skills

> 100 minds 

> CV clinics

> Mock interview session
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CONNECTING YOU  
WITH EMPLOYERS
NCI Career Development and Employability centre works 
proactively with employers to promote the skills and 
attributes of students and graduates of NCI academic 
programmes. 

Every year we welcome employers on campus to 
participate in presentations, employability initiatives and 
careers fairs. 

In the last 12 months we have hosted Dell, AOL, IBM, 
Enterprise Rent a Car, Hedgeserv, LinkedIn, Oracle, 
SQS, Guidewire, Lidl, Citi, Bank of Ireland, Groupon, 
Mobile Travel Technology, Fierecefun, Workday on 
campus.  

> We assist in organising Ireland’s largest Graduate 
Careers Fair - the gradireland Graduate Careers Fair 
in the RDS in collaboration with 9 other Colleges and 
Universities. In 2015 over 100 employers attended  
this event. 

> We host an on campus “Just in Time” Careers Fair 
with circa 20 companies in attendance

> We regularly host “Spotlight on Industry” events where 
a number of companies from the same sector come 
on campus for one afternoon, deliver presentations 
and network with students. An example is the 
Spotlight on IT event which was attended by Mobile 
Travel Technology, SQS, Guidewire, AOL, FierceFun, 
and Groupon. 

> We host a number of panel and speaker presentations 
covering various topics relevant to today’s marketplace 
and student interests.

> We also arrange industry specific employability events 
such as a Whiteboard Interview practicums.

16
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INCLUDE

Ranked
No. 1 for 
Jobs
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“Our NCI student joined Microsoft Ireland 
in order to get first-hand experience with 
building international software. Having  
a strong technical background from  
the National College of Ireland 
he quickly exceeded our 
expectation by completing 
new and challenging 
projects at a professional 
level. Our student’s 
passion for designing and 
developing software is 
evident in his work and he 
went above and beyond by 
volunteering for charity work 
and initiating side projects 
with other Microsoft interns”
Microsoft Ireland 
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WORKING WHILE  
YOU STUDY
Part-time or casual work

Many international students undertake part-time work 
whilst studying to enhance their CV and support their 
lifestyle.  As part of your student visa in Ireland, you may 
work up to 20 hours a week and up to 40 hours a week 
during the Christmas and Summer holidays. 

The Career Development and Employability centre will 
advise you on preparing an effective CV for part-time 
roles and assist you plan your approach to securing 
a part-time role whether it be through job websites, 
networking with other students to source opportunities 
or targeting specific companies. 

It is important to note that the academic courses in 
NCI are challenging and many of the more successful 
students choose to work less than ten hours each  
week or not at all.  

Internships, work placements and industrial 
experience

Some programmes incorporate a work placement or 
internship.  International students in Ireland are permitted 
to undertake work placements as part of their course 
of study so long as the placement is a core part of their 
academic course and the student remains registered  
at NCI. 

Volunteering 

Volunteering is a great way to develop skills that will 
enhance your employability, such as communication, 
teamwork, leadership, self-reliance and emotional 
intelligence. It is an opportunity to give something back 
to the community and it is also a chance to build and 
develop networks.

There are many opportunities to volunteer. International 
Students have volunteered in charities and sports clubs 
and in 2016 a number of students are participating in  
the 100 minds challenge. 

International students have set up college clubs and 
actively engaged in clubs and societies on and off 
campus and have been rewarded for their efforts with 
awards at the annual NCI Clubs & Societies Ball and 
Awards. 

WORKING AFTER  
YOU GRADUATE 
The Third Level Graduate scheme allows International 
graduates who successfully complete a primary, masters 
or doctorate degree to work in Ireland for up to 40 hours 
per week for up to one year, starting on the date upon 
which they receive their exam results.  During this time 
graduates can apply for further permission to remain in 
Ireland under work permit arrangements.

Our international students perform very well in the Irish 
graduate job market. 

Working in your home country

if you are considering pursuing a career in your country 
of origin, you should start preparing before you graduate 
from NCI – learning about local recruitment procedures, 
growing companies and graduate programmes. Our 
Career Service can advise you on planning for job-
hunting strategy and preparing to return home.

WORKING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
BEFORE AND 
AFTER YOUR 
GRADUATE 



03/STUDENT 
SUPPORT - MEET  
THE TEAM
We are delighted 
you are interested in 
studying at NCI.
Our aim is to provide 
a friendly, informative 
and professional 
service at all times.  
If you need any help 
or further information 
please do contact  
the relevant person  
from our global team.

NCI, Dublin

JAMILE LUZ
Ireland, North & South 
America, Africa

E Jamile.luz@ncirl.ie

RICHARD BARRY
Director – International 
Development

E Richard.barry@ncirl.ie

ADMISSIONS TEAM
admissions@ncirl.ie 

Call +353-1-4498500  Email international@ncirl.ie
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SHEILA MAHON
Arrivals, student 
services & pastoral care

E Sheila.mahon@ncirl.ie

HELEN CONWAY
Careers

E Helen.conway@ncirl.ie

ARITRA GHOSAL
India, South Asia & 
Middle East

E Aritra.ghosal@ncirl.ie

SHERLYN LEE
South East Asia

E Sherlyn.lee@ncirl.ie

Call +353-1-4498500  Email international@ncirl.ie
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GRACE ZHANG
China & Taiwan

E grace.zhang@ncirl.ie
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Ireland is a warm and welcoming place for 
students from around the world. The Irish economy 
relies on international graduates to help the many 
global companies based in Dublin to continue to 
grow. Because of this, Ireland has an attractive visa 
offering for students, which includes a guaranteed 
graduate visa which allows you to work, full-time, 
for 12 months after you graduate.
Non-EU citizens may require an entry visa to enter Ireland, although many countries (including Brazil, 
Canada, Japan, Malaysia and the United States) are designated as Non-Visa required.  The requirements 
vary depending on your citizenship, so you should check the “Students” section at www.inis.gov.ie or 
contact the nearest Irish consulate or embassy. All non-EU students must register with the Immigration 
Bureau within a set period after arrival.

In order to register with the Immigration Bureau, all non-EU students will be required to provide proof of 
full-time university registration, private health insurance and sufficient funds to support their stay. For 
complete details on the requirements please check www.inis.gov.ie. NCI have a rate for medical insurance 
with O’Driscoll O’Neil, please visit www.odon.ie/nci.

WORKING ON YOUR 
STUDENT VISA
Students attending a full time course and in posession  
of a student visa are entitled to take up casual 
employment.  Students can work for up to 20 hours per 
week throughout the year, and up to 40 hours per week  
during the Christmas and Summer holidays each year. 

If you are attending a pathway course prior to enrolment 
on a full-time course you are not entitled to work until 
you have commenced your full-time course.

To undertake any work in Ireland, you will need to be 
registered with the Irish Tax office and obtain a PPS 
number. 

PATHWAY COURSES
Students who require additional English language 
classes before joining their full-time course are allowed 
undertake up to 26 weeks of a pathway course prior  
to joining their chosen programme. 

GRADUATE VISA
Students graduating in Ireland with an NCI degree 
(degree, higher diploma, masters or doctorate) are 
automatically entitled to gain a 12 month graduate visa. 
During this time, graduates are allowed work for up to  
40 hours per week, with no restrictions.

STUDENT  
VISAS
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TOP TIPS WHEN APPLYING 
FOR YOUR VISA 
You need to supply the following in your visa application:

> Visa application form – this must be fully completed

> Study Plan – details of what, why and for how long 
you intend to study in Ireland etc.  

> Letter of acceptance from NCI

> Approved in Principle – Under this scheme, 
applicants for a study visa from certain countries, 
who have been accepted on to an approved course, 
can apply for a study visa without having to pay the 
requisite college fees in advance. Fees need only be 
paid when the visa application has been approved. 
Once evidence of the Electronic Fee Transfer has been 
submitted to the visa office the visa will be issued.

> Finances –  Evidence that you have immediate 
access to at least €7,000. This is the estimated cost 
of living in Ireland for a student for one academic year. 
You must also demonstrate that you or your sponsor 
has ready access to an amount of at least €7,000 
for each subsequent year of your studies, in addition 
to the course fees for each of those years. Evidence 
of the source of your funding – minimum 6 months 
savings history. Bank loans can be submitted as 
evidence of finances.

> Evidence that you have the academic ability to 
follow your chosen course - You must provide 
evidence that you have attained the necessary level of 
academic achievement required to follow your chosen 
course. Such evidence will include – exam results, 
qualifications obtained and certificates proving your 
Level of English.

> English language test compulsory – IELTS, TOEFL* 
(only accepted for degree courses and above), 
Cambridge, PTE Academic or ETAPP. This test must 
be issued within 2 years of the date of your visa 
application. 

> Your CV – if there are gaps they must be fully 
explained.

> Evidence of your intention to return to your country 
of permanent residence following completion of your 
studies in Ireland.

International 
Welcome 
Programme
Our International Office runs a Welcome 
Programme for international students. The 
programme takes place during the first month 
of students term and offers new students the 
opportunity to get to know our campuses, 
meet other international students and complete 
essential processes, such as registration and 
opening a bank account.

The Welcome Programme includes advice on:

> Accommodation

> Registration and student ID collection

> Opening a Irish bank account

> Details on local health centres

> Campus tours

> Introductory talks on studying in the Irish  
and support available

> Careers and IT services

> Opportunities to talk to current students

> Social events 

Our International Peer Mentors (current students) 
are on hand throughout each semester to help 
answer questions and provide support. If you are 
not able to take part in the Welcome Programme 
we have lots of information to support you once  
you are in the Irish such as an arrival checklist, 
transition tips and information on how to  
succeed in your studies.
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PREPARING FOR DUBLIN
Our International Office regularly communicates with 
applicants and offer-holders, as well as meeting 
prospective students in Dublin and overseas. 

A range of information resources and pre-departure 
meetings are scheduled in the lead up to both our 
September and January intakes. 

HEALTH
As an international student, you must have health 
insurance before getting your visa. You can purchase 
medical insurance for between €120 and €170 with 
NCI’s chosen provider, O’Driscoll O’Neill Insurance. 

This insurance covers you for all medical expenses that 
you pay while staying in Ireland, along with up to 14 days 
in Europe. 

Find out more information: www.odon.ie/nci.aspx  

ADVISORY SERVICE
The International Office offers a experienced and 
confidential advisory service for all international students 
both before you arrive and throughout your time here. 
Our team can offer help and guidance on issues 
including immigration, employment, financial matters, 
personal and family concerns, and academic difficulties. 

You can drop into our International Office at any stage 
or alternatively, we are able to provide advice by email 
and over the telephone. This provides you with an 

opportunity to discuss any difficulties you may be 
experiencing with a qualified person. The counsellor 
will help by listening without judgement, offering new 
perspectives and working with you on strategies that  
are right for you.

FINDING WORK
The NCI Careers service works to identify and promote 
events which may be of interest to international students 
who wish to work in the Ireland during and after their 
studies. 

The International Office are also able to advise students 
on immigration issues related to working in the Ireland. 

INTERNATIONAL SPONSORS
NCI prides itself on the support provided to international 
sponsors and their students, ensuring that both receive 
the highest level of service possible through a dedicated 
contact. As part of this service, regular progress 
reports are collated and supplied to sponsors, where 
authorisation has been provided by the student. 

TRIPS AND EXCURSIONS
In partnership with the International Friendship Society, 
the International Office organises a programme of visits 
around Dublin and Ireland for International students. 
These trips can be an excellent way to meet new friends, 
experience a different part of life in Dublin and take a 
break from your studies. 

SUPPORT FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS
As an international student, you’ll benefit from 
guidance and support provided by the International 
Office at every stage of your student journey before 
and after your arrival at NCI.
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NCI are committed to making 
sure that each student’s 
learning experience is as 
enjoyable and beneficial  
as possible

25
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CAMPUS LIFE
Established in 1947, NCI relocated to the 
International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) 
in 2000. In the heart of the ISFC, NCI created 
a ‘campus without walls’, building a bridge 
between the college, our students and the  
500 companies and over 35,000 people who 
work here. In recent times, our ‘campus  
without walls’ has extended over the River 
Liffey to Silicon Docks, which is now home  
to over 10,000 technology professionals  
living and working in companies such as 
Facebook, Google, LinkedIn and State Street. 

A beautiful place to learn

As well as some fantastic views along the 
river nearby, our campus boasts state-

of-the-art research and teaching facilities for our 
academic subjects. The campus is also home to the 
Students’ Union, a well-equipped sports centre, halls 
of residence, our library and lecture theatres as well 
as shops, bars, cafes and banks nearby – in fact, 
everything you need for day-to-day student life.

A sense of community

The main NCI building will be the starting 
point for your learning and we will do 

everything we can to make you feel at home 
here. There is a warm and friendly atmosphere, from 
the President who you will know by his first name, 
right through to the superb team in the library. Our 
campus is truly unique, with its own personality and 
culture.

Close connections

NCI is the only college in Ireland to have 
its own tram stop named after it. The 

tram system in Dublin is called the Luas and is an 
excellent, cheap and reliable way to get around 
the city. Within a short ride from NCI is the busiest 
shopping area in the city, O’Connell Street, where 
you will find many shops for all budgets. NCI is also 
serviced by a nearby train station and many bus 
routes. The transport system in Dublin is very easy 
for you to get to know and our International Office will 
help you get to grips with it. For those of you who are 
more active, there is a cycle system where you can 
rent a bicycle whenever you need it. 

A safe environment

The IFSC is a very safe community. With 
some of the world’s best companies and 

their workforce living nearby, you will find yourself 
having a coffee or lunch surrounded by people who 
are working in companies that you wish to join. Dublin 
is one of the friendliest and safest cities in the world. 
In fact most of our police don’t even carry a firearm. 

Call +353-1-4498500  Email international@ncirl.ie



A HOME AWAY 
FROM HOME
Finding the right accommodation, in the right 
location, at the right price is one of the biggest 
challenges that students have to face at the 
start of the academic year. Students from 
Ireland and around the world arrive in Dublin 
at the same time looking  
for accommodation.  
Our International Office  
will be on hand to guide  
you through the process. 
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NCI ACCOMMODATION
NCI’s on-campus accommodation is very popular and 
we have a limited number of rooms reserved for our 
International Students. The accommodation is in an 
excellent location, with all the amenities that you would 
expect in the surrounding areas. For details on our on-
campus accommodation, please contact Sheila Mahon 
(Sheila.mahon@ncirl.ie) 

FACILITIES
All the accommodation offered contains the following: 
private, single bedroom with bed, duvet and pillow; 
communal living room with fully fitted kitchen and 
washing machine; internet access; personal contents 
insurance; and security. Fees include wireless internet, 
TV licence and water bills.

GETTING AROUND
Our accommodation is excellently serviced by a  
range of transport options. You can use the tram service 
that stops outside our front door, nearby buses or trains, 
or if you like to cycle there are dedicated cycle routes 
and secure storage for your bike.

PRIVATE ACCOMMODATION
If you are looking for accommodation in the private 
sector, once you confirm your place we will provide  
you with guidance on where to start and what to  
look out for.
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Staying active is a big part of success at NCI. Go to the Student Union to chill out with other  
students or visit the gym to stay healthy and enjoy some time off between classes. 

RECREATION ROOM
The Student Union Recreation Room is free to all 
students. Students of NCI have a custom built area 
to chill out, relax and enjoy yourself. NCI is committed 
to making the college our students’ home away from 
home, whether they commute or reside in our campus 
accommodation. The Rec Room consists of pool tables, 
video games, a TV area, vending machines and notice 
boards for clubs and societies. 

THE NCI STUDENTS  
UNION (NCISU)
The NCISU plays a key role in the students experience 
at NCI. All students are actively encouraged to become 
involved in the Students’ Union so that they can directly 
influence and organise events.

Students elect Union Officers for a period of one 
academic year and they have roles in welfare, education, 
clubs and societies and entertainment. The dedicated 
Student Support and Students’ Union offices organise 
a number of extra-curricular activities and events for 
students to pursue including campaigns around mental 
and sexual health. Providing further support are the 
network of class representatives who liaise with the 
Students’ Union and the Student Development Officer on 
student issues of both an academic and social nature.

JOIN A SOCIETY  
AND GET INVOLVED
There are lots of great Clubs and Societies to get  
actively involved with on campus. Whether you are a 
sports enthusiast, enjoy being part of team, share a 
special interest or enjoy being engaged in the community 
there is bound to be an opportunity for all students to 
participate. Also, if a club or society doesn’t already exist 
you can set one up.

A small selection of our societies include:

> International 
Friendship 
Society

> Art 

> Business 

> Christian  
Union 

> Comedy 

> Computing 

> Dance 

> Darts 

> Fantasy 
Football 

> Fashion 

> Peer Mentor 

> Reachout 

> Wargames 

> Xbox

Learning & Teaching

Our Student Services Centres offer a range of 
support services, including a confidential counselling 
service, academic support and support for students 
with disabilities, dyslexia and other specific learning 
difficulties: www.ncirl.ie/Campus/Student-Services 

STUDENT LIFE
At NCI you will find a unique campus lifestyle 
in a location that is in a safe, welcoming and 
vibrant area. Set against the backdrop of a 
riverside campus, you will meet a diverse  
range of people and enjoy some amazing  
new experiences. 
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By getting involved in events such as Freshers’ 
Week, European Ski and Snowboarding Trip, the 
Fashion Show, NCIs Got Talent, Sports Day and the 
Awards Ball, you will get to meet some great new 
friends from all over the world. 

NCI students and Clubs & Societies have access to 
a range of discounted or free recreation facilities. 

SV FITNESS 
All international students receive complimentary 
member to SV Fitness, the newest and most up to 
date club in the IFSC. Based on the NCI campus, 
SV Fitness is a private health and fitness club like 
no other. This state of the art gym includes cardio 
machines, weights, classes and a sauna. 

SPORTS TO DO IN DUBLIN
Dublin isn’t just a great place to study, it’s a great 
place to stay or get active. It has got the pick of 
adventure activities dotted about the coast, rivers 
and mountains all within one hours drive of NCI’s 
campus. 

Water

It’s water, water everywhere in Dublin – with the city’s 
river and bay throwing up plenty of opportunities to 
get the adrenaline going before a night on the town.  

Start off with a spin down the Liffey. Rafting.ie runs 
trips between Leixlip and Palmerstown, offering over 
two hours of thrills and spills on the river. 

Perhaps you would like to try surfing. Pure Magic 
is a company doing exactly what it says on the 
tin - hooking up thrill seekers with a three-hour kite-
surfing lesson on the Blue Flag Dollymount Strand.

Mountains

Think of Dublin, and mountain climbs or extreme 
sports may not be the first things that spring to 
mind. But that’s exactly what’s on offer at Xtreme.ie 
Adventure Centre. Set in the rolling countryside just 
35 minutes from NCI. 

Exploring Dublin

Getting out of the city doesn’t have to involve 
adrenaline, of course. Dublin’s coastal Dart train is 
one of the most scenic commuter routes in Europe, 
with even a short spin opening up a brave new world 
of seaside villages, sea views... and possibly even 
dolphins and seals. From the Dart stop just beside 
NCI,  you can head north to Howth or south to  
Dun Laoire, to spend some time in these fantastic 
seaside towns. 

STAY ACTIVE
The dedicated Student Support and NCISU 
officers organise a large number of extra-
curricular activities and events for our 
students. This is a great way for you to  
discover and explore existing opportunities 
and develop new interests. 
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05/ACADEMIC -  
SUMMARY 
OF COURSES
Here is a summary of the courses we offer and their typical entry requirements. For specific course 
details, required subjects and detailed grade information, please see www.ncirl.ie/international.  
You can download brochures with further information about the courses offered by each school  
and department from our website. 

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
NCI’s School of Business has built an enviable 
reputation as a centre of excellence for business 
and management and is well known, not only 
within Ireland, but around the world. We have well-
established partnership agreements with higher 
education institutions across the globe, which support 
the School’s distinctive mission. 

We offer a wide range of courses in business and 
management, accounting, finance and HRM at 
Bachelor’s and Masters levels. All our courses 
have been designed to ensure flexibility, choice 
and relevance. We place a high priority on the 
quality of our teaching and on preparing students 
for employment in an increasingly competitive, 
international environment.

SCHOOL OF COMPUTING 
Our School of Computing provides a world-class 
environment for the creation and sharing of knowledge 
in the scientific and technological fields that are key to 
the success of our shared global future. 

We offer a distinct range of courses in the latest 
technology areas, including cloud computing, data 
analytics, web technologies and mobile technologies. 
Within these specialisms we offer a range of courses 
including Bachelors, Masters and PhD levels.

 

CLOUD COMPETENCY 
CENTRE 
NCI’s Cloud Competency Centre at the National 
College of Ireland (NCI) has become a global hub 
of excellence for teaching and research in Cloud 
Computing. Aimed to support Irish industry taking a 
lead in the global Cloud Computing space, the Centre 
provides teaching, research and entrepreneurship 
skills through a mutually beneficial collaboration of 
experts from industry and academia.

Our dedicated state-of the art facilities support 
comprehensive evaluation, grassroots incubation, and 
seamless adoption of cloud technologies for didactic, 
commercial, and research purposes. The Centre’s 
purposeful settings foster innovative thinking to fully 
harness the potential of cloud computing.

LEARNING & TEACHING
NCI has a long and cherished tradition in the 
development of teachers in Ireland. The school 
focuses on the areas of learning, teaching, 
psychology, leadership and pastoral care. 

Our research centre explores various themes and 
topics in these subjects, which inform the teaching 
and supervision of both our students and students 
from around the world. Each year, we receive great 
interest from schools and colleges globally who wish 
to study at NCI and develop their teaching capability.
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School of Business - Undergraduate
Programme Title IELTS Years Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

Higher Certificate in Business 5.5 2 Sept €9,000
BA (Hons) in Accounting & Finance 6.0 3 Sept €10,000
BA (Hons) in Business 6.0 3 Sept €10,000
BA (Hons) in HRM 6.0 3 Sept €10,000
BA (Hons) in Marketing Practice 6.0 3 Sept €10,000
Higher Diploma in Finance in Business 6.0 1 Sept €12,000

Learning & Teaching – Postgraduate
Programme Title IELTS Years Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

MA in Leadership and Pastoral Care 6.0 1 Sept €14,000
MA in Learning Teaching 6.0 1 Sept €14,000

Learning & Teaching – Undergraduate
Programme Title IELTS Years Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

BA (Hons) in Psychology 6.0 3 Sept €10,000
BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Education 6.0 3 Sept €10,000
BA (Hons) in Adult and Workforce Education 6.0 3 Sept €10,000

NCI COURSES
School of Business - Postgraduate
Programme Title IELTS Years Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

MA in HRM 6.5 1 Sept €14,000
MA in HRM 6.5 1.66 Jan €14,000
MSc in Management 6.5 1 Sept €14,500
MSc in Management 6.5 1.66 Jan €14,500
MSc in Entrepreneurship 6.5 1 Sept €14,500
MSc in International Business 6.5 1 Sept €14,500
MSc in Non Profit Management 6.5 1 Sept €14,500
MSc in Finance 6.5 1 Sept €14,500
MSc in Marketing 6.5 1 Sept €14,500
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Cloud Competency Centre - Postgraduate
Programme Title IELTS Years Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

MSc in Cloud Computing 6.0 1 Sept/Jan €14,500
MSc in Data Analytics 6.0 1 Sept/Jan €14,500
MSc in FinTech 6.0 1 Sept/Jan €14,500

School of Computing - Postgraduate
Programme Title IELTS Years Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

Higher Diploma in Data Analytics 5.5 1 Sept/Jan €12,000
Higher Diploma in Computing (Cloud elective) 5.5 1 Sept/Jan €12,000
MSc in Web Technologies 6.0 1 Sept €14,500
MSc in Mobile Technologies 6.0 1 Sept €14,500
MSc in Cyber Security 6.0 1 Sept/Jan €14,500

School of Computing - Undergraduate
Programme Title IELTS Years Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

Higher Certificate in Computing 5.5 2 Sept €9,000
BSc (Hons) in Computer Science 5.5 4 Sept €10,000
BSc (Hons) in Business Information Systems 5.5 4 Sept €10,000
BA (Hons) in Technology Management 5.5 4 Sept €10,000

English Language Pathway Programmes
Programme Title Start Month International 

Fees (per year)

10 weeks   June €2,000
20 weeeks    March for €4,000

All courses are offered subject to QQI approval and minimum class sizes. 
Postgraduate courses are usually 3 semesters per year and Undergraduate are 2 semesters.
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In order to get the most out of your course at 
NCI, you will need to have a good command of 
written and spoken English. If English is not your 
first language, you will have to demonstrate your 
language skills by taking an IELTS (Academic) or 
an equivalent recognised English language test. 
A number of other tests of equivalent international 
standing are also accepted. For further details, please  
see the table below. 

Your IELTS test certificate should be less than two years 
old at the time of registration and you will need to show 
your original certificate. 

The level of English required varies from course to course, 
please see out courses lists for further detail.

For further information about IELTS please see  
www.ielts.org 

If you do not currently meet the requirements outlined  
on this page, you can apply for one of our Pathway 
English language courses in our Centre for Research  
and Innovation in Learning and Teaching (CRILT).  

IELTS equivalents

IELTS 4.5 5.0 5.5 6.0 6.5

TOEFL Computer 150 173 196 213 232

TOEFL Paper-Based 475 500 525 550 575

TOEFL Internet-Based 53 64 70 78 86

PTE Academic 29 35 42 50 58

Cambridge European Framework B B1 B2 B2 C1

Cambridge Exams PET FCE FCE FCE CAE + CPE

Irish Leaving Certificate Ordinary “D” Ordinary “D” Ordinary “D” Ordinary “D” Ordinary “C”

UK GCSE Pass Pass Pass Pass n/a

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
REQUIREMENTS
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The Centre for Research and Innovation in 
Learning and Teaching (CRILT) provides a range  
of innovative and contemporary pathway courses. 
If you need to improve your English to each the 
language level for your academic course, pathway 
courses are an excellent route to your future 
studies.  

Make the best start to your studies. You will have:

> Cutting edge courses specifically designed to give you 
the best preparation and support for your academic 
programme

> Experienced professional tutors who understand the 
challenges of international education and are experts in 
teaching academic English

> Full access to online and in person support services

You can attend an English Pathway programme if you 
have not reached the language level for your chosen 
academic course. All courses are assessed continuously 
with no need to take IELTS again. 

WHAT LEVEL OF ENGLISH 
DO YOU NEED?
The minimum entry requirement for our English language 
preparation course is dependent on the IELTS score you 
currently have and the requirements for your chosen 
course. By way of guidance, we can support students 
who need to bring their IELTS score up by 1.0 overall. 
IELTS stands for International English Language Testing 
System (More information about this test can be found  
at www.ielts.org.)

Once you have started your academic course, you will be 
expected to continue to develop your language skills for 
one semester, with support and consultation from CRILT. 

If you need to progress more than 1.0 IELTS, you will 
not be able to join the programme yet. We will happily 
recommend a Dublin based English Language School 
who may be able to assist you. 

WHICH PATHWAY COURSE  
IS BEST FOR YOU?
The length of pathway course you need depends on the 
entry requirements of your degree or masters course,  
and your existing English language skills. 

Entry levels and course lengths

IELTS requirement Your current score Course length

Target 6.5 6.0   (Minimum reading 6.5, writing 5.5) 10 weeks

5.5   (Minimum reading 6.0, writing 5.0) 20 weeks

Target 6.0 5.5   (Minimum reading 6.0, writing 5.0) 10 weeks

5.0   (Minimum reading 5.5, writing 5.0) 20 weeks

Target 5.5 5.0   (Minimum reading 5.5, writing 5.0) 10 weeks

4.5   (Minimum reading 5.0, writing 4.5) 20 weeks

For more information on fees and start dates, please visit www.ncirl.ie/international or contact your Regional Manager.

ENGLISH PATHWAY 
PROGRAMMES
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06/PREPARE FOR 
YOUR JOURNEY  
TO NCI

APPLY

Once you choose your course, 
the application process is very 
easy to follow. Make a formal 
application to NCI using the 
guide on the following pages. 

It is important to send in as 
much of the requirements 
as possible in the initial 
application. We can however 
accept applications where final 
transcripts or English language 
tests are not yet available. At 
this stage, you may also apply 
for a scholarship. 

RECEIVE YOUR 
OFFER AND ACCEPT 
YOUR PLACE

If you meet our academic 
requirements, NCI will email you 
an offer.

•	A	conditional	offer means 
that you will still have further 
evidence to provide, and the 
details will be included in your 
offer letter

•	An	unconditional	offer 
means that you have met all of 
our entry requirements 

To confirm your place at NCI, 
you must formally accept your 
offer. To do so, you need to pay 
a €1,000 deposit. This deposit 
secures both your place and any 
scholarship you may have been 
awarded. Scholarships are only 
assigned to students once a 
deposit has been paid. 

PAY YOUR FEES

Overseas international students 
must pay their tuition fees in full 
before they apply for their visa. 
Students will not be registered 
in the college without having 
paid their fees in full prior to 
arriving in Dublin. 

Sponsored students are 
students with an official 
financial sponsor. They must 
provide official evidence of 
financial sponsorship. 

01 02 03
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Deciding to study abroad is one the biggest and most important decisions you 
will make in your life. Spending one year or more in a foreign country, is a life 
changing experience and will open your mind to a whole new range of life and 
career possibilities. It can also be a daunting prospect, with lots of things to do 
and decide before you begin your studies. 
At NCI, we want to make sure that we make your journey to us as simple and 
stress free as we can. Our Regional Managers and International Office are at 
hand to provide you with advice and guidance at all stages. We have lots of 
useful sources of information that can help you along the way. We also have 
tried to make all of our processes easy to use and student friendly. 

APPLY FOR  
YOUR VISA

If you require an entry visa 
to Ireland, you will need to 
begin your visa application as 
soon as possible. NCI strongly 
recommends using one of our 
selected partners to help with 
this process. Details of our 
partners for your country are 
available online. Students who 
confirm their place will be sent 
a guide, which includes some 
useful tips on visa applications

PLAN YOUR 
JOURNEY & 
ACCOMMODATION

There are many flight options 
for students coming to Dublin. 
Most students will choose to 
travel through one of the major 
hubs, such as Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai, Amsterdam or London. 
However, by using a website 
like Skyscanner, you can look 
at many different options and 
possibly save money. The 
sooner you book your flights, 
the cheaper they will be.

Accommodation in Dublin 
can fill up very quickly. Once 
a student confirms their place 
with NCI, we will send them a 
guide on accommodation which 
outlines prices and on campus/
off campus options. 

LET US KNOW

Finally, once you have your 
visa, flights booked and 
accommodation sorted, it 
is important to tell us when 
you are arriving. We offer a 
complimentary airport pick 
up to Dublin city centre for all 
international students. Even if 
you do not require this service, 
by telling us when you are 
arriving it allows us to organise 
your welcome meetings and 
induction into  
the college. 

04 0605
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HOW TO APPLY
Applying to NCI is easy and free 
of any charge for international 
students. To make it simple for 
students to follow, we have a step-
by-step guide for our application 
process below. Also, for all the 
general questions you may still have, 
we have given you answers to what 
students most frequently ask us.

Step 1 

Select the 
programmes  

that you would  
like to join. 

Step 2 

Download an application 
form from our website: 
https://www.ncirl.ie/
International/Application-form 

Step 3
Send us through the  
following information  
to admissions@ncirl.ie 

• Completed typed  
application form

• Copy of your academic  
transcripts and  
certificates in English

• Copy of your English  
language test result

• Copy of your passport

• Copy of your resume/CV

Step 4
Each application is reviewed 
individually by our admissions 
team. They may come 
back looking for additional 
information, such as details 
on your work experience. 

Step 5 

Once we have assessed your application,  
you will receive one of the following:

Full offer, conditional offer or regret letter. This 
can take up to two weeks, however for some 
courses our Course Directors need to review each 
application which takes a little more time. 
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BEFORE YOU APPLY
When should  

I apply?

We have a few different cut-off dates for international applications:

1. If you come from a country that requires an entry visa for Ireland, you should 
apply well in advance, any time before the end of July

2. If you come from a country that does not require an entry visa for Ireland you 
can apply any time before mid-August

3. If you are based in Ireland, any time before to the first week of September 

Do I need to receive 
my academic 
results before 

applying?

No. You can make an application once you have gathered most of your 
documents but if your final academic results are not ready yet, your application 
will be on hold until we receive them. If you have your provisional results, we 
may be able to review you and issue a Conditional letter upon receiving your 
final results.

Can I study  
part-time as a 

student?

The short answer to this question is no. If you do not hold an EU passport,  
a work permit visa Stamp 4 or Stamp 1, and you need a student visa to study  
in Ireland, you can only apply to study in full-time programmes.

If NCI makes me 
an offer, does 

that mean I’m 
guaranteed a place 

on my course?

If you receive an full offer and you choose to accept it then yes, you are 
guaranteed a place. 

If you receive a conditional offer – NCI can offer you a place on the condition 
that you submit your final results or your English language test result. Once you 
meet these conditions and accept your place, you will be guaranteed a place. 
All places are offered subject to minimum class sizes being achieved.

When should I 
accept an offer and 

pay the deposit?

As soon as you receive an offer letter from NCI, you should accept it and pay 
your deposit of €1,000. The deposit will hold your place and any scholarship 
that you may have been awarded. This deposit is then deducted from the 
balance of tuition fees.

Should I use an 
agent?

It is not essential to work with an agent and many students choose not to do 
so. However, agents can provide impartial advice on where to study and provide 
much needed support in your visa application. In most of our markets, we work 
with a small group of chosen agents and our Regional Managers will be only too 
happy to introduce you to a local agent.

Can I work 
part-time as an 

international 
student?

If you are an international student on a Stamp 2 visa, you will be able to  
study part-time for up to 20 hours per week during the year. In addition,  
during the Christmas the Summer holidays, you are allowed work up to  
40 hours per week.
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ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS

YOUR APPLICATION

What grades do  
I need to apply  

to NCI?

We list our entry requirements for most countries on our website – www.ncirl.
ie/International/Your-Country. Interviews, aptitude tests and other factors 
might influence the offer we make, as well as the high demand for some of our 
courses. We will look carefully at your application before we make our decision.

What other 
qualifications does 

NCI accept?

We accept a range of qualifications from around the world. Visit the international 
section of our website for information on our English language requirements.  
For guidance on other entry requirements relevant to your country, please visit  
www.ncirl.ie/International/Your-Country.

What if my 
international
qualifications 

don’t meet the 
requirements for

direct entry?

NCI operates a scheme which grants formal recognition of knowledge or 
experience that has been gained from work, life or previous study. Talk to your 
NCI Regional Manager or local agent to discuss submission of an RPEL form. 

What do you 
look for in an 
application?

When we consider your application, we will look for evidence that you  
will be able to succeed on the course you are applying for.

From our point of view, the features of a strong application include:

• Academic ability and potential as shown by your academic results and 
predicted grades

• Related work or voluntary experience showing commitment to a chosen 
career (particularly important for courses with a vocational slant)

Do I need a school 
or college reference 

or personal 
statement?

No, in most instances we do not require any references or personal statement 
from the student. In certain circumstances, usually on the request of a Course 
Director, we may look for additional supporting documents to provide us with  
a better picture of your abilities and potential. 

Do you take any 
other factors into 

consideration?

NCI aims to create the conditions whereby students and staff are treated solely 
on the basis of their merits, abilities and potential, regardless of gender, race, 
colour, nationality, ethnic or national origin, age, socio-economic background, 
disability, religious or political beliefs, trade union membership, family 
circumstances, sexual orientation or other irrelevant distinction. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT 
AFTER YOU APPLY

If NCI makes me an
offer, does that 

mean I’m
guaranteed a place 

on my
course?

If you receive an unconditional offer and you choose to accept it then yes, you 
are guaranteed a place. To accept your place, we require a deposit of €1,000. 
This is refundable should you not receive a student visa. 

We will often make conditional offers – for example, we will offer you a place on 
the condition that you achieve a particular English language level. At this stage, 
you may also confirm your place by paying a deposit, which again is refundable 
should you not get a student visa or you do not meet the required English 
language levels. 

Should I wait until 
I have my exam 
results to accept

an offer?

No – once you have received decisions from all the colleges you applied to,  
you should make your decision. This applies even if your offer is conditional 
upon achieving certain exam results.

Another reason not to wait until you have your exam results is that you cannot 
apply for accommodation at NCI until you have firmly accepted your offer. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?
• Search our online prospectus for full details of course content 

and entry requirements for the course(s) you are interested in: 
www.ncirl.ie/courses

• Check our website for any information and guidance for students 
from your country: www.ncirl.ie/International/Your-Country 

• Consider visiting the college or meeting our staff in your country. 
https://www.ncirl.ie/International/Contact-Us 

• Apply by downloading the NCI international application form. 
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NCI’S ON-CAMPUS 
ACCOMMODATION IS 
LOCATED IN ONE OF THE 
MOST SOUGHT AFTER 
AREAS IN DUBLIN, WHERE 
YOU ARE SURROUNDED BY 
ALL THE FACILITIES YOU 
COULD POSSIBLY WISH FOR
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NCI is located in the center of the International 
Financial Services district of the city. Our 
Campus accommodation is very popular with 
students and rooms fill up very quickly. 

We have a number of rooms reserved for NCI 
International Students, so if you would prefer to stay on 
campus we strongly recommend that you book your 
course place and accommodation as soon as possible

Details on how to apply for on-campus accommodation 
is included in the guide you will receive after you have 
made a student application. 

Our rooms are allocated on a first-come, first-served 
basis so please apply as early as you can for the best 
chance of getting your preferred accommodation 
options. You do not need to wait until you have a visa to 
book your on-campus accommodation. However, your 
accommodation is only fully confirmed once you have 
paid your NCI tuition fees in full. 

For any questions you may regarding our  
on-campus accommodation, please get in touch  
with our International Officer - Sheila Mahon at  
Sheila.Mahon@ncirl.ie 

 
After you apply to NCI, you will receive  
a detailed Welcome Guide which includes 
information on accommodation and how  
to apply for on campus accommodation.

HOW TO -  
APPLY FOR 
ACCOMMODATION
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HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?
The fees you pay and the support you are entitled 
to will depend on the course that you are studying. 
Undergraduate courses each take place over nine 
months, with the Summer off for holidays. Postgraduate 
courses are generally over 12 months, however some 
courses that start in January take place over 20 months, 
with the Summer also off. 

Our fees are listed in detail on the course information 
within this brochure. We recommend that you read it fully 
to understand your tuition fees for each year. 

Before arriving in Dublin for your studies, you need 
to ensure that you have sufficient funds to cover the 
duration of your stay. Students from countries which 
require an entry visa must demonstrate that they have 
access to a minimum of €7,000 a year as part of their 
visa application. 

While you may be able to take up part-time work during 
your stay in Ireland, you should not have to rely on this 
income to meet all your expenses.  To assist you on 
understanding the cost of living in Ireland you should take 
the following into consideration. 

Accommodation Costs

Your biggest monthly expense will be for accommodation 
and we estimate you should budget for the following. 

• On-Campus Accommodation (not-catered) – The total 
cost for 40 weeks On Campus Accommodation is 
€6,100 + €300 deposit. When you leave the apartment 
your deposit of €245 is returned to you as €55 covers 
insurance. 

• Off-Campus Accommodation – Dublin receives a lot 
of new students from abroad and outside of Dublin. 
Accommodation price varies depending on the area, 
the type of property and mostly, on how many people 
are you willing to share a room with. In average, the 
monthly rent of a single room in town varies between 
€400 and €800. 

• Prices correct for 2016/17

One-off Expenses

In addition to accommodation and monthly living 
expenses you should also consider other one-off costs.

• Registration with Immigration Bureau (€300) 

• Re-Entry Visa (€60 for single entry and €100 for 
multiple entry) 

• Travel insurance (€50) 

• Medical insurance (€120) 

• Television Licence (€160) 

Average cost of living 

Cost per 
academic 
year  
(Sept – May)

ESSENTIALS

On campus accommodation €6,155
Food €900
Household costs €225
Utilities €360
Essentials estimate €7,640

OTHER COSTS

Leisure €900
Mobile phone €180
Travel card €540
Other costs estimate €1,620
TOTAL COSTS €9,260

HOW TO – FINANCE 
YOUR DEGREE



06
 / 

PR
EP

A
R

AT
IO

N

46

Call +353-1-4498500  Email international@ncirl.ie

MEET US IN YOUR COUNTRY
Members of staff are either based overseas or regularly 
travel from Dublin to countries around the world to speak 
to prospective students about studying at NCI. For details 
of events near you, please see https://www.ncirl.ie/
International/Discover-NCI/Meet-NCI 

INDEPENDENT VISITS
If you are unable to come to an official open day, you can 
arrange an independent visit to NCI to meet one of our 
international team and discuss your interest in studying 
at NCI. Please contact the International Office to arrange 
a visit. 

Wherever possible, we will also arrange a tour of our 
campuses. We also advise that you make arrangements 
with any schools or departments you would like to see 
during your visit to our campus.

NCI OPEN DAYS
We encourage all students to visit us before applying if 
they can. Our official open days take place throughout the 
year. For more information visit www.ncirl.ie/events 

INTERNATIONAL OPEN DAYS
International open days are much smaller than the main 
open days and offer the opportunity to meet with a 
member of the international team and get a tour of the 
campus as well as speak to current students. To book  
a place, please contact the International office: 

t: +353 1 4498500 

e: international@ncirl.ie  

CONTACTING US
If you have any questions about applying to study at NCI, 
please contact us directly::

International Office  
National College of Ireland 
Mayor Street 
IFSC 
Dublin 1 
Ireland

t: +353 (0) 1 4498500

e: international@ncirl.ie 

w: www.ncirl.ie/International/Contact-Us 

HOW TO –  
MEET, VISIT OR  
CONTACT US
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HOW TO...
TRANSLATE 
HIGHER  
EDUCATION  
JARGON

This is our guide to 
some of the terms 
you’re likely to hear 
when applying for 
higher education.  
If you’re still unsure 

about something or 
have a question 

about a topic 
not covered in 

this prospectus, 
please get in touch: 
e international@ncirl.ie  
t +353 1 4498500



Alumni - Alumni are graduates and former students.

Bachelor degrees (BA, BSc) - These are first degrees 
which usually last for three or four years. Bachelor 
degrees can also be studied part-time over a longer 
period, although this is not an option for international 
students due to the visa requirements. 

Credits - Each module has an ECTS credit value. This 
is a standardised way of representing the amount of 
student effort, the achievement of learning outcomes 
and educational activity associated with a module. The 
ECTS, European Credit Transfer System, was developed 
to facilitate educational mobility for students and inter-
institutional cooperation amongst higher education 
institutions within the European Union.

NCI utilises the ECTS credit system, with a strong 
emphasis on student effort and the achievement of 
learning outcomes as a mechanism for determining 
the award of credit. The volume of hours associated 
with ECTS can vary, recognising that students learn at 
different speeds, and the key indicator for the award of 
credit is the achievement of learning outcomes (and not 
just an accumulation of hours). Therefore, a standard 
5-credit NCI module represents 100-150 hours of 
student effort.

Deferred entry/gap year - The college will usually 
accept candidates for deferred entry, whereby you apply 
to NCI in the normal way but for entry in the following 
academic year. Offers made for future academic years 
are always subject to courses being available. 

EU/EEA students - An EU student is typically a student 
who is a European Union national (or child of an EU 
national) and who has lived in the EU, EEA or Switzerland 
for at least three years out of the last five for purposes 
other than study. 

Fresher(s) - A fresher is a student who has just started 
studying at college. Technically, the term applies for the 
whole of your first year but you are only likely to hear it 
used during the first few weeks.

Full-time - Registered full-time students usually take 
three or four years to complete an undergraduate degree 
course or one year to complete a postgraduate course, 
and follow the semester-based teaching pattern of the 
college.

International Baccalaureate - The International 
Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) is an internationally 
recognised qualification. At NCI, we will make IB 
students an offer equivalent to that made to Irish Leaving 
Certificate students.

International students - This term usually refers to 
students classified as ‘overseas’ for fee purposes. In 

some cases, these students will be in the Ireland but 
their permanent area of residency will be outside the 
EU/EEA. Dedicated facilities are provided through the 
International Office for all non-EU/EEA students.

Lectures - Lectures usually last an hour and are a useful 
way for staff to deliver information to a large number of 
people.

Mature student - You will be classed as a mature 
student if you are aged over 23 when you enter university 
as an undergraduate. 

Modular courses - Our degree courses have a modular 
structure. A module is a self-contained unit of study 
which usually lasts one semester and is assessed 
individually on completion. Degree courses have a 
certain number of core(compulsory) modules and a 
choice of optional modules.

Part-time - Part-time students can take a maximum of 
seven years to complete some first degrees, following 
an approved course of study, usually studying alongside 
full-time students. Part-time study is not available to 
international students due to the conditions of their 
student visa. 

Postgraduate - This describes a programme of 
study or research usually taken after completing an 
undergraduate degree.

RPEL - NCI operates a scheme which grants formal 
recognition of knowledge or experience that has been 
gained from work, life or previous study. Credit for Prior 
Experiential Learning is intended for mature students 
who may or may not have had structured formal 
education but who have learned from their involvement 
in employment, community activities, home duties, sport 
etc. This learning when evaluated might entitle them to 
credits or exemptions from a course of study. 

Semester - NCI still has a three-term structure.  
Under graduate programmes follow a two semester 
academic year. Most postgraduate programmes take 
place over three semester in a year, although some do 
not study during the summer semester. These are self-
contained periods of teaching and assessment of  
around 10 to 16 weeks.

Tutorials - Students are assigned to tutorial groups 
at the beginning of the academic year. Tutorials give 
students the opportunity to discuss work assignments 
and academic progress in small groups. 

Undergraduate student - Someone who is 
studying for, but has not yet completed, a bachelor or 
undergraduate masters degree. 

Call +353-1-4498500  Email international@ncirl.ie
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HOW TO FIND US
Situated at the heart of Dublin’s transport hub 
with excellent air, road, rail and sea connections, 
NCI is easily accessible to all.

BY AIR 
Dublin is highly accessible for students travelling from 
Asia, America, the Middle East and beyond. Dublin 
Airport is just 15-20 minutes from NCI via the Port 
Tunnel, and serves 57 airlines and over 175 routes – 
including direct flights to many major European cities 
and daily flights to the Emirates, which act as a hub to 
most international countries. 

NCI offers a complimentary airport pick up service 
to all new international students. The Airlink airport 
shuttle bus also stops directly outside the Convention 
Centre Dublin, which is just a two minute walk from our 
campus. Taxi and bus services are also easily available.

RAIL AND DART 
NCI is less than 10 minutes (by the Luas Red Line) 
from Dublin’s two main railway stations, Connolly and 
Heuston. Operated by Irish Rail, these stations serve 
all the major towns and cities in Ireland. The DART 
(Dublin Area Rapid Transit) rail network runs along the 
coast of Dublin, from Malahide and Howth, to Bray 
and Graystones, providing transport from the city 
centre to suburban areas. Connolly, Pearse Street and 
Tara Street DART stations are all located about 10 
minutes’ walk from our campus. 
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BY SEA
Frequent ferry services to the UK and mainland Europe 
for both passengers and freight are within easy reach 
of NCI. Dublin Port is just minutes away, while Dun 
Laoghaire harbour is within a 15 minute train journey.

TRAM (LUAS) 
The Luas Red Line (Dublin’s light tram network) 
runs directly in front of NCI, conveniently linking to 
downtown Dublin and to Connolly and Heuston rail 
stations. For NCI, take the Red Line towards The 
Point and exit at the National College of Ireland stop. 
Dublin Bus offers a high frequency, easy-to-use and 
accessible service across all of the city centre and 
surrounding areas. These services include city bus 
services, Airlink, Nitelink and DART feeder buses. 
Exact change, weekly tickets or top up Leapcards 
must be used. 

BY BIKE 
Dublinbikes are the perfect way to get around the city 
whilst minimising your effect on the local environment. 
There are currently over 90 dublinbike stations 
distributed throughout the city centre, and the scheme 
is expanding to over 100. Located in close proximity to 
each other, every station has a minimum of 15 stands 
in place. The following four stations are all located in 
the Docklands area, and within close proximity to NCI. 

> Linear Park – two minutes’ walk from our campus

> North Wall Quay - directly across from the front of 
the nearby convention centre 

> Custom House Quay - Northside beside the Sean 
O’Casey Bridge 

> Pearse Street - Southside near Pearse Street Train 
Station

33 180
airlines fly  
to Dublin

Free airport 
collection for  
all NCI students

destinations  
from around  
the world



Prospectus information 

National College of Ireland has made every effort to ensure that the information in this booklet was accurate when 
published. Please note, however, that the nature of the content means that it is subject to change from time to time, 
and you should therefore consider the information to be guiding rather than definitive. You should check the college’s 
website for any updates before you decide to accept a place on a course. All courses are offered subject to minimum 
student numbers and validation by QQI. 


