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Article 1

Duration of Study: The duration of study shall be as stipulated in the
university-wide requirements and regulations of Taipei Medical University
(TMU).

Article 2

1. The Program recognizes exclusively credits from courses included in
the “List of Courses for Ph.D. Program in Global Health and Health
Security in TMU”.

2. The Program recognizes exclusively credits from courses taught fully
in English.

Article 3

Dissertation Advisor

1. Students must choose a dissertation advisor by the end of the first
academic year of the enrollment. Students must submit a “Dissertation
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Advisor Agreement” application form for approval by the GHHS

Program Director.

2. Qualifications of the dissertation advisor should follow the TMU advisor
regulations and must meet the following criteria:

a) The advisor should have published original research articles in SCI
or SSCI journals within the past three years either as the first author
or as the corresponding author.

b) The advisor should have been a principle investigator in a research
project funded by the government or other private organizations
within the previous three years.

c) Students shall select an advisor among the teachers from the
Program or adjunct faculty members.

3. The faculty who advises the doctoral students in the seven years or more
into their program cannot accept any more student advisees.

4. The advisor who retires can serve only as co-advisor.

5. The dissertation advisor should assist with forming the student’s
Dissertation Committee.

6. Whenever a student wishes to change his/her dissertation advisor, the
“Dissertation Advisor Agreement” application must be submitted to the
GHHS Program Director for approval to change the advisor.

7. Due to the fit of research interests, students may want to select an advisor
who is not affiliated to the Program to supervise research work. In this
situation, the advisor who is not affiliated to the Program will be the main
person who is supervising students’ research work but can only serve as
a co-advisor. Students will still need to identify an advisor within the
program.

Article 4

Doctoral Subject Examination

1. Students must complete a minimum of 12 credits before they take the
doctoral subject examination. Students shall take the doctoral subject
examination in the first semester of their second academic year-and shall
pass the exam by the end of the second academic year. The course
instructor of the subject examination shall provide the syllabus to the
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examiners and the examinees.

2. Students must file an application that outlines all coursework applied to
the doctoral degree and approved by the Program Director and
administrative faculty prior to the doctoral subject examination.

3. Students who failed the Doctoral Subject Examination held in the first
semester are eligible to retake the exam in the second semester of the
same academic year. This retake is scheduled before June 30 and is
exclusively available to students who failed the exam in the first semester.

If students fail the retake, they shall be required to withdraw from the
program.

Article 5

Qualifying Dissertation Proposal Examination

1. With the advisor's consent, students who pass the subject examination may
submit their qualifying dissertation proposal application including the
dissertation title and committee member list to the GHHS Program
administrative faculty for reference. Students must submit an application with a
written proposal for an oral defense and pass the oral examination of the
proposal by the end of the third academic year. Students may complete the
doctoral subject examination and qualifying dissertation proposal examination
in the same semester.

2. The student’s advisor will assist with forming a five-to-nine member Dissertation
Committee after they pass the doctoral subject examination. The committee
must include one-third non-TMU members, and the Chairperson will be selected
from the committee by the program director. The advisor and co-advisor should
not serve as the Chairperson. Qualifications of committee members must meet
the university’s requirements. After the committee has reviewed the proposal,
the proposal review form must be sent to the program office for reference.

3. The oral defense of the doctoral dissertation proposal should be open. Students
who fail the exam may revise their proposal content based on the committee
members and are allowed to retake the exam in the following semester. The
passing standard shall be determined by a majority vote of the participating
committee members.

4. Students who pass the proposal defense and proceed with their research will
work with the advisor and report their research progress to the committee or
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present it in the doctoral research seminar every semester.

Article 6

Requirements and Procedures for Doctoral Degree Examination (the Award of the Ph.D.

degree)

1. Students must pass both the doctoral qualifying examination and the dissertation
proposal examination in order to advance to doctoral candidacy.

2. The doctoral dissertation must be formatted in accordance with TMU’s university-
wide guidelines and contain chapters which include introduction, background and
significance, research design and methods, two manuscripts, conclusions and
implications, references, and appendices (IRB, instruments, etc.).

3. Doctoral candidates must meet all of the following requirements in order to proceed
with the doctoral dissertation examination:

a)

b)

Doctoral candidates must (1) have one first-author original research article
published or accepted by an SCI or SSCI journal with a Journal Impact Factor
(JIF) greater than or equal to 2.0 or being ranked above or equal to the 50%
JIF Percentile, and (2) have one another first-author original research paper
submitted to an SCI or SSCI journal with a submission acknowledgement from
the journal prior to proceeding with the doctoral degree examination.
Publications must be manuscripts coming out of the doctoral dissertation and
list the student’s affiliation with the GHHS program, and the advisor should be
a corresponding author for the two papers. The co-advisor, if any, can be the
co- corresponding author.

Doctoral candidates shall provide record of at least one oral presentation of a
study related to the dissertation in a peer- reviewed international conference or
in an English-speaking conference held in Taiwan. The presentation shall have
been approved by the student's advisor.

4. The pre-defense dissertation review prior to the oral defense of the doctoral
dissertation:

a)

b)

With the advisor’s consent, doctoral candidates may file a doctoral dissertation
examination application for approval by the program in the first week of the
semester.

The doctoral dissertation examination application must include a draft of the
doctoral dissertation and the two papers described in the Article 6.
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10.

11.

c) Doctoral candidates must pass the pre-defense dissertation review by the
program prior to proceeding with the oral defense of the doctoral dissertation.

The student’s advisor will assist with forming a five-to-nine member Dissertation
Committee after they pass the dissertation proposal examination. The committee
must include one-third non-TMU
members, and the Chairperson will be selected by the Dean from the committee
listed suggested by the program director. The advisor and co-advisor should not
serve as the Chairperson. The qualifications of the committee members must meet
the TMU’s requirements.
The oral defense of the doctoral dissertation must be open and be announced for
the dissertation title, names of the candidate and advisor, earned degree, date, time,
and location of the presentation by the GHHS program office. At least one week
prior to the presentation, the doctoral candidate must provide the above information
to the administrative faculty.
When holding the defense, student must provide the "Turnitin Report" for review by
the defense committee. The similarity index for both the draft and the final version
of the thesis must not exceed 30% (with appropriate exclusion of references and
quoted material). If plagiarism or any form of academic misconduct is confirmed by
the defense committee, the student will be deemed to have failed the defense.
All committee members should be physically present with the student at the time of
the oral defense presentation. Under exceptional circumstances, some committee
members (but not the Chairperson) may be located off-campus for the examination,
connected via telephone or video-conferencing.
The student who receives a score of 70 or above out of 100 (full score) for his/her
doctoral degree examination is considered to have passed. The score is the
average (or arithmetic mean) of the scores given by all the committee members.
Students who fail the defense on the first attempt may retake the doctoral degree
examination in the following semester or academic year if the candidate does not
exceed the maximum of the study duration. Failure on the second attempt will lead
to the dismissal from the doctoral study.
All candidates must successfully complete a dissertation in accordance with the
relevant university and program guidelines prior to degree conferral.



Article 7

Requirements for the Ph.D. degree in the GHHS program not mentioned in these
Program Guidelines and Regulations should be handled in accordance with the
regulations of the Ministry of Education and of TMU.

Article 8
The Program Guidelines and Regulations have been approved by the Academic Council
and the President of TMU. The same procedure applies hen revisions are made.
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