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SAVE A CHILD SAFEGUARDING POLICY - JUNE 2018 
 
Save a Child (SaC) contributes funds on behalf of sponsors and donors to residential homes in 
India where children live.  We support those children and try to ensure that their environment 
is safe and happy.   
 
Save a Child comprises two bodies, Save a Child UK (SaC UK) and Save a Child America (SaC US).  
Below, the word ‘Trustee’ encompasses SaC UK Trustees and SaC US Directors. 
 
We do this by: 

• Recognising that all children, regardless of age, disability, gender, racial heritage, 
religious belief, sexual orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection against 
abuse and harm 

• Recognising that some children are especially vulnerable because of previous 
experiences or disabilities 

• Ensuring that our Trustees are aware of and accept responsibility for helping to prevent 
the abuse of children, as far as they are able 

• Designating a Safeguarding Officer who takes specific responsibility for helping to 
protect the children’s safety and well-being 

• Supporting all Trustees, children and agents in bringing concerns to the Designated 
Safeguarding Officer 

• Responding quickly and appropriately to all suspicions or allegations of abuse. Abuse 
includes sexual, physical, mental and emotional abuse, bullying and coercive behaviour 
(whether by one child or children to another child or by an adult at the homes or 
schools), forced marriage and ‘honour’ crimes, or by an adult staff member or visitor to 
the homes or schools 

• Providing sponsors, agents and children with the opportunity to voice any concerns they 
may have 

• Reviewing the effectiveness of the SaC’s Safeguarding Policy and Procedures annually 

• Working in partnership with external organisations and agents to ensure that children 
are protected. 
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Policies 
This policy should be read in conjunction with SaC’s GDPR Policy. SaC’s Field Workers Policy is 
available on request. 
 
 Due Diligence 
 We will ensure that: 

• The Trustees, field workers and visitors to the homes, including our agents in India 
working on our behalf with the children, understand the terms of this policy 

• The Trustees continue to ensure that at least one, and sometimes more than one, of 
them visit each home in India at least once a year, meeting with children, teachers and 
the staff; and that the homes' staff report to us any concerns and discuss actions to 
resolve them or investigate any matters or concerns at our request.   

• The Trustees also ensure that each year field workers (who may include Trustees) 
representing Save a Child visit each home and meet with every sponsored child (noting 
the reasons where this is not possible) and prepare reports; the field workers 
speak directly to, and photograph, every child and report back to Trustees and to each 
sponsor on their welfare. Our field workers work to a Field Work Policy (available on 
request) 

• Where there are concerns, we will take the matters up with the homes and pursue any 
problem to understand its cause and discuss how best to resolve the matter 

• However, we recognise that we are not in charge of the homes and do not have the 
power to direct them in their management practices or whom they hire.  Nevertheless, 
we will use every endeavour to support, advice and encourage so that the children have 
best possible protection and staff always act for the children's best interests 

• We also recognize that we should not promote Western values onto Indian ones, and 
therefore we work sensitively within those parameters 

• For the avoidance of doubt, we only support children living in India 
 

Reporting 
Any concerns about the children, or the conduct of the Trustees, field workers or staff at the 
homes in India should be directed in writing to the Safeguarding Officer, Daphne Romney QC, 
at Cloisters, 1 Pump Court, London EC4Y 7AA or by email dr@cloisters.com.  Daphne is 
a Trustee of SaC UK.  It is not her role to decide whether abuse of any kind has taken place, but 
to investigate the issue to the best of her ability and to report matters, if necessary, to the 
relevant authorities.  Any concerns should be reported as soon as possible. 
  
We are committed to reviewing our policy and practices annually. 
 
 
This policy was last reviewed on 24 JUNE 2018.  
Signed: Louise Nicholson, Founder and Chairman, Save a Child 

http://www.saveachildindia.com/#gdpr-and-safeguarding
mailto:dr@cloisters.com

