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BYLAWS OF THE SAN DIEGO WABI CHAPTER OF 
THE OHARA SCHOOL (AN EDUCATIONAL NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION)

ARTICLE I:  NAME
Section 1.  The name of this chapter shall be San Diego Wabi Chapter of Ohara School. The chapter is a nonprofit affiliate of the Ohara School of Ikebana.

ARTICLE II:  OBJECTIVES
 
Section 1. The objectives of this chapter shall be to 

Paragraph a.  Educate, promote, harmonize, and share the friendship and creative art of ikebana. 

Paragraph b.  Provide a forum where members may mutually exchange cultural ideas.

Paragraph c.  Provide an opportunity for members to become cognizant of new techniques and styles introduced by the Headmaster of the Ohara School of Ikebana.

Paragraph d.  Sponsor workshops and study sessions.

Paragraph e. Sponsor activities to promote Ohara School of Ikebana.

Paragraph f. Process applications for the certification of members in the Ohara School of Ikebana.

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1.  Membership categories shall consist of regular members and honorary members. 

Paragraph a.  Regular membership shall be open to all Ohara school of Ikebana teachers and students and anyone interested in the art of ikebana.

Paragraph b. An honorary membership shall be given by the elected members of the Board of Directors to those individuals who have demonstrated exceptional service or outstanding achievement to the chapter.

Section 2.  An applicant shall become a member upon payment of dues and completion of the membership form.  Honorary members are exempt from paying dues.

Section 3.  Membership shall expire when annual dues are delinquent by three (3) months. 




ARTICLE IV: DUES

Section 1. The amount of membership dues shall be determined by the elected members of the Board of Directors.  

Section 2.  Membership dues shall be payable to the chapter on or before 1 January of each year and are not refundable.  

ARTICLE V:  FISCAL YEAR

Section 1. The fiscal year of the chapter shall be from 1 August through 31 July.

Section 2. Financial accounting for the chapter shall be independent from the Ohara School of Ikebana in Japan.  Financial accounting data shall not be reported to the Ohara School of Ikebana in Japan.

ARTICLE VI:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Section 1.  The Board of Directors shall include the following elected voting officers:  president, first vice president, second vice president, recording secretary, corresponding secretary, and treasurer.  The president, first vice president, second vice president, recording secretary, corresponding secretary, and treasurer shall be elected biennially at the Annual General Meeting.

Paragraph a.  After the biennial election, the chapter shall forward the name of the elected president to the Ohara School of Ikebana in Japan.  The headmaster shall appoint the president.
 
Paragraph b.  After the biennial election and appointment by the Headmaster, the president shall recommend the elected first vice president, second vice president, recording secretary, corresponding secretary, and treasurer to the Headmaster of the Ohara School of Ikebana for the Headmaster’s approval.

Section 2. The Board of Directors shall include the following appointed, nonvoting members:  chapter advisors, communications officer, publicity officer, historian, hospitality manager, ways-and-means manager, and parliamentarian.  Nominees for these positions shall be made by the president and approved by the voting members of the Board of Directors.  

Section 3. The immediate past president shall be a nonvoting member of the Board of Directors.

Section 4.  The Board of Directors shall perform the duties detailed in the chapter's by-laws and the chapter's standing rules. 

Section 5.  All members of the Board of Directors shall be members of the chapter and no member shall hold more than one elected office at a time. 

Section 6.  Upon recommendation by the president, the Board of Directors shall appoint standing and ad hoc committees by a majority vote of the voting members of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII:  DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.  The president shall 

Paragraph a.  Represent the chapter in all functions.

Paragraph b.  Prepare an annual report on the chapter’s activities.

Paragraph c.  Oversee the preparation of a proposed program of activities at the beginning of each year.

Paragraph d. Submit a slate of recommended officers for first vice president, second vice president, recording secretary, corresponding secretary, and treasurer to the Ohara School of Ikebana in Japan.  This slate shall be submitted before the term of office begins.

Paragraph e. Perform all other duties in the chapter’s standing rules.

Section 2.  The first vice president shall 

Paragraph a.  Assist the president in all functions.

Paragraph b.  Preside at meetings in the absence of the president.

Paragraph c.   Perform all other duties in the chapter’s standing rules.

Section 3.  The second vice president shall 

Paragraph a.  Maintain all qualification records of members.

Paragraph b.  Perform all other duties in the chapter’s standing rules.

Section 4. The recording secretary shall

Paragraph a.  Keep minutes of all general membership and Board of Directors meetings.

Paragraph b.  Perform all other duties in the chapter’s standing rules.

Section 5.  The corresponding secretary shall

Paragraph a. Prepare all correspondence at the direction of the president and Board of Directors.

Paragraph b. Perform all other duties in the chapter’s standing rules.

Section 6.  The treasurer shall

Paragraph a. Keep accounts of all finances of the chapter.

Paragraph b. Receive all monies paid to the chapter.

Paragraph c. Make disbursements upon the direction of the Board of Directors through a checking account in the name of the chapter.  

Paragraph d. Provide financial accounting statements at all board meetings and general meetings.

Paragraph e. Submit financial records for an annual audit.

Paragraph f. Perform all other duties in the chapter’s standing rules.

ARTICLE VIII:  TERMS OF OFFICES AND VACANCIES

Section 1:  The term of all elected officers shall be two years with no more than two additional consecutive terms in the same office.

Section 2:  The term of office shall coincide with the chapter’s fiscal year. 

Section 3: When a vacancy for an elected member of the Board of Directors occurs, the president shall appoint a chapter member as a replacement subject to approval by the elected members of the Board of Directors.  The president shall forward the name of the recommended officer to the Ohara School of Ikebana in Japan for approval by the headmaster. The replacement shall serve until the end of the term of office. 

ARTICLE  IX: VOTING

Section 1. All members of the chapter shall be eligible to vote.

Section 2.  Electronic voting may be used between board meetings to approve expenses and to resolve issues related to the chapter.  

ARTICLE X:  MEETINGS

Section 1:  An Annual General Meeting of the chapter shall be held each year.

Section 2:  The Board of Directors shall meet a minimum of four times per year.

Section 3:  Prior notice shall be given for all meetings.

Section 4.  Special meetings shall be called by the Board of Directors as necessary.

ARTICLE XI:  QUORUM

Section 1:  A quorum of a general membership meeting shall consist of one-fourth (1/4) of the membership.

Section 2:  A quorum of the Board of Directors shall consist of a majority (more than 50 percent) of the elected members of the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE XII:  CERTIFICATES ISSUED BY THE OHARA SCHOOL OF IKEBANA

Section 1.  Teachers shall submit all applications for student certificates that are issued by the Ohara School of Ikebana to the chapter for processing.  Before the application form is submitted to the Ohara School of Ikebana, the form shall either signed by the chapter president or be imprinted with the official seal of the chapter.

ARTICLE XIII:  AMENDMENTS

Section 1.  Proposals for amendments to the by-laws shall be made by members of the Board of Directors and shall be approved by a two-thirds majority vote of voting members of the Board of Directors.  The proposed changes shall then be sent to the Ohara School of Ikebana in Japan for approval.  This approval shall be obtained before the proposed bylaw is submitted to the membership for approval.
 
Section 2:  After the proposal is approved by the Ohara School of Ikebana, it shall be submitted to the membership for approval.  One-fourth of the membership shall be required for approval.  The revisions or changes shall be presented to the membership one month prior to voting on the proposal. 

ARTICLE XIV:  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Section 1:  The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, latest revision, shall govern the chapter in all cases where they are not inconsistent with these by-laws and any special rules of order the chapter may adopt.

ARTICLE XV:   STANDING RULES

Section 1.  Procedures and policies not in the bylaws shall be included in the study 
group/chapter’s standing rules.
	
Section 2.  Standing rules shall be approved by a majority vote of the voting members of the Board of Directors.



ARTICLE XVI:  DISSOLUTION OF CHAPTER

Section 1.  The dissolution of the chapter shall be approved by the Ohara School of Ikebana in Japan.

Section 2: Assets of the chapter shall be disposed of after all outstanding debts have been paid.  The remaining assets shall be donated to any cultural or artistic organization based on a majority vote of the elected members of the Board of Directors, provided this does not conflict with any existing federal, state, or local laws.  
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