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Go at the Right Time and Place

. Low tide is the best time for i i R———
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Outer Banks Shel

v
Shell DiversitE: The Outer Banks’ unique mix of ocean an

L

you caﬂ fin er 100 shell species, from coquinas and whelks
scallops. Cape Hatteras is especially known for large knobbed whe
scallop shells after storms.

Natural Roleo*.;hells.:

Empty sh‘ls become homes for hermit crabs and anchors for seagra
. e dunes an‘educe beach erosion.

aie and habitat

Rare Finds: The
checkered patter

so\return them'if fuzzy or moving). \

| :
When\a\nd Where to Look: Bes hellmg S a Iow ti peC|aIIy after nor’easters
or tropical storms when ne ells wash uthemn beaches of
Ocr\coke, Hatlsas {\d Pea’island aregto p:\natural Il deposits.

Conservation Remmd\fr Remﬁgmg too man;shells can impact shoreline

xecosystems Each shell left be pro elter nutrb\ts and p,'otectlon for

e ount@ orgamsms — from al eand worms to crab‘}ld }oreblrds
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{NC Coést%eraﬂo@Oyste’F‘Prme’ Help rebu)fémefs and restore habitat
in Ramlic nd |

beach monitoring programs.
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Discovering Shells Along the Outer Banks:
A Guide to Collecting with Car

This guide promotes responsible shell ¢

on North Carolina’s Outer
Banks. It emphasizes environment dship, respect for marine life, and

unity participation in servation.
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