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In 2021, Zaila Avant-Garde made histor8 by becoming the first A>ican American winner of the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, a gEoundbreaking achievement in the world of competitive spelling. At just 14 years old, the Louisiana native 

tEiumphed over 208 contestants with the winning word, “MurEaya,” a t8Pe of tEee. Zaila’s victor8 not only shaRered racial 
barEiers but also marked a sigSificant moment for the competition, as she became the first A>ican American to claim the 

title. Her achievement has resonated far beyond the bee itself, inspiring countless young people to pursue their dreams and 
break through challenges with deterUination and talent. Zaila’s success is a testament to the power of perseverance and a 

reminder that talent knows no boundaries.

Zaila Avant-Garde is the author of two middle-grade nonfiction books coming out this year: "It's Not 
Bragging If It's True: How to Be Awesome at Life," to release on May 2, and "Words of Wonder From Z to A," 

to release on June 27, 2023.

"Like I have 
a whole bunch of random skills 
and stuff that just come and go 
in my life because I just like to 

be able to say, 'Oh, I can do this. 
Oh, I'm really good at this.' So I 
guess I just like to be a collector 

of things to be good at".

"One of my dreams is 
to work for NASA, specifically 

for their human research 
program, kind of like 

researching ways to make it 
possible for humans to live in 
long-term colonies on Mars". 

"I want to go to Harvard 
and play college basketball 
there. And then I want to 
go play in the WNBA and 

then be an NBA head coach 
possibly, and then work for 
NASA. It's a long plan but 

it will work out."

“A woman who has been very influential in my life is Mae Jemison, an engineer, 
physician, and former NASA astronaut. I'm not related to her, but she has had the 

effect of someone related to me: she's very curious, determined, and inspiring.”

“I can’t even begin to explain 
how just seeing another African 
American woman out there with 

her natural Afro going into 
space excited me as a young girl, 

so I think of her often as I go 
through my own life.”

“Bringing 
Family & Friends Togetr as One”

I Corinthians 1:10
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,[a] in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%201%3A10&version=NIV


~ ENTER TO WORSHIP ~

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, March 22, 2026 - 10:00 AM
♰ Moving to Higher Heights In God ♰

Family & Friends Sunday
Chairpersons: Sis. Wanda Moose, Bro. Seni Sode

The Lighting of the Candles                                                                             
The Praise and Worship
*The Doxology                                        Evangelist Chelsie Carter  

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

*The Call to Worship               Evangelist Chelsie Carter
                 

Leader:  I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord, our feet shall  
                stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem!  (Psalm 122:2)
People:  For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand.  I had rather be a doorkeeper in the
                House of my God, than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.(Psalm 84:10)
Leader:   Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9)
People:   Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
                (Psalm 92:13)
Leader:   Blessed are they that dwell in your house.  Lord, I have loved your house, the place
                where your honor dwells. (Psalm 26:8)
People:  For the Lord is in his Holy Temple; let all the earth keep silent before Him.(Psalm 11:4)
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your
                sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)
ALL:         O sing unto the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. Make a joyful noise
                unto the Lord, all the earth sing His praises!  (Psalm 66:1) 

The Hymn of Praise         “Lead Me, Guide Me”                                               Hymn #378

1) I am weak, and I need Thy strength and power To help me over my weakest hour;
Let me through the darkness Thy face to see, Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Refrain:
Lead me, guide me along the way; For if You lead me, I cannot stray;

Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

2) Help me tread in the paths of righteousness; Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.
I am putting all my trust in Thee, Lead me, O Lord, lead me. [Refrain]

3) I am lost, if you take your hand from me; I am blind, without Thy Light to see;
Lord, just always let me Thy servant be, Lead me, O Lord, lead me. [Refrain]

*PLEASE STAND **NO ENTERING OR EXITING THE CHURCH



Thank you for worshiping with us today. We pray that something was said or done to encourage you on your 
journey and remind you of God’s grace. We’ve been blessed by your presence and look forward to worshiping 

with you again as God gives opportunity. Again, thank you. God Bless!

**The Invocation                   Mother Betty Anderson
**The Choral Prayer Response
**The Scripture Reading.                   1 Corinthians 1:9-10 (NKJV)            1st Lady Dr. Emma Cornelius
*The Decalogue (Summary)                               Mother Patricia Brown                                                                                             
Leader: Hear what Christ our Saviour saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like it: Thou shalt  love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

*The Gloria Patri              The Congregation
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
The Ministry of Music                                                       The Choir
The Ministry Through Dance
The Litany                                         Summer Cannady, Sis. Sonja Cannady
The Benevolent Offering                                                                 August Graham, Sis. Veronica Baker

“In the name of the Triune God, May the spirit of Christian missions 
enter every heart, This we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.” 

The Announcements                        Charlei Neely, Sis. Patricia Searcy
The Welcoming of Visitors                                 Bro. Seni Sode
The Special Presentation                                                                     Bro. Seni Sode
The Remarks                              Co-chairs, Bro. Seni Sode, Sis. Wanda Moose
The Altar Call/Receiving of Tithes & Offering                                                                           

The Offertory Response 
“All things come of thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.”  A-men

The Sermonic Selection                                                                                                       The Choir
The Meditation                 “United Together In Christ”                              Rev. Keith D. Cornelius
                                                                                                                                     

**The Invitation to Christian Discipleship/Pastor’s Word                                                          
*The Doxology
The Un-lighting of the Candles

~ DEPART TO SERVE ~

1 Peter 4:11 (NIV)
If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who 
speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 

they should do so with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Focus Scripture for the Season of Lent

$stpeteramestlGivelify



Leader: This is the day the Lord has made!

People: We will rejoice and be glad in it!

Leader: Today we stand as one family in Christ - united by His love
              and grace.

People: We thank God for every life, every friendship, every bond
              He has given us.

Leader: How good and pleasant it is when God’s people dwell
              together in unity!

People: We are strengthened by faith, lifted by hope, and
              anchored in love.

Leader: Jesus calls us His friends and welcomes us into God’s
               household.

People: We will love, serve, and encourage one another as Christ
               has done for us.

Leader: Come, let us worship the Lord with joyful hearts!

All:         His praise will forever be on our lips and in our lives!

Litany
Sunday, March 22, 2026



Sunday, March 22, 2026

SCAN the QR code
to join St. Peter or submit a special prayer request.

(Also available on the church website).

Join St. Peter

WEBSITE: https://www.stpeteramecstl.org/.  Visit for more detailed information and to view event flyers. 

Your Servants in Christ
The Right Reverend Francine A. Brookins, Presiding Bishop 5th Episcopal District

The Reverend Edmund Lowe, Sr., Presiding Elder, The Gateway District
The Reverend Keith D. Cornelius, Pastor

The Reverend Charley Kibby Johnson, Local Deacon
Sis. Chelsie Carter, Evangelist

Bro. Jeremiah Allen, Minister of Music

• St. Peter AME Church School is being held in person, 9:00 AM. Call-in line: 520-453-7070. 
•Weekly Prayer Call/Communion: Tuesdays @ 6 PM via our Conference Call-in line: 520-453-7070.
•Bible Study will resume on Thursday, February 26, at 7:00 PM. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84596360142?pwd=IuZeNxfrTVnGnOvE3H7xdD5POa95nI.1 Meeting ID: 845 9636 0142 Passcode:

866493 One tap mobile +13017158592, 84596360142# *866493# US (Washington DC) +13052241968, 84596360142# *866493#
•Be Men Mondays: will resume on January 26th at 6:00 PM. All St. Peter men are asked to assist as volunteers. Dinner served..
•WEBSITE: https://www.stpeteramecstl.org/          https://www.facebook.com/StPeterStLou

Ø Today is Family & Friends Sunday. Be sure to stay for fellowship and light refreshments following service.
Ø St. Peter Fish Fry: Friday, March 27th, 11:30 AM - 3 PM, Catfish Dinners: $15.00, Call-in & Walk-in Orders
Ø Palm Sunday – March 29th, Rev. Lori Beason, Preaching, Pastor, Quinn Chapel AME Church –  STL
Ø Maundy Thursday Service with Rock Chapel, April 2, 2026, @ 6 PM at St. Peter. No Bible Study.
Ø Resurrection Sunday – April 5th
Ø MOCO YPD Green & White Ball Sneaker Ball: Saturday, April18, 1-4 PM; $25 (10 y.o & younger:  $15)
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Heart Health

❤ St. Peter Church has partnered with
     the American Heart Association and
     Gateway Region YMCA  to promote
     Heart Health.
❤April is "Move More" month and
    April 1st is National Walking Day. 
    Please pick up the resources in the
    Educational Building on simple
    steps you can take to stay healthy.  
❤ Blood pressure screenings will
    begin on select Sundays starting
    April 12th, and a Health Fair is
    scheduled for Saturday, May 16th,
    from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Stay
    tuned for more  details
❤ In addition, we are looking for
    Health Ambassadors to promote
    wellness activities in our Church.  
❤ Please contact Sis. Vikki Collier, St.
    Peter Health Coordinator, for more
    information.

https://www.stpeteramecstl.org/
https://www.stpeteramecstl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StPeterStLou

