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City upon a hill speech jfk

Transcript: [[selectable_languages.length]] Language accession number: MR65-221 Date: 09 January 1961 Description: Address of President-elect John F. Kennedy delivered to the General Convention of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, State House, Boston, 9 January 1961. Also known as City Upon a Hill Language Date:
01/09/1961 Length: 08:39 (8 minutes, 39 seconds) Source: WBZ Radio Please Credit: WBZ Radio. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum.  In a preview transcript of [[selectable_languages.length]] Speeches of the President's speech to John F. Kennedy's presidency I welcomed this opportunity to address this historic body,
and through you, the people of Massachusetts, whom I am so deeply indebted to for the friendship and trust in life. For fourteen years, I trusted the citizens of Massachusetts, and they generously responded with confidence in me. Now, on Friday after another, I take on a new and broader responsibility. But I'm not here to say goodbye to
Massachusetts. Forty-three years ago, whether I was in London, Washington, the South Pacific, or elsewhere, it was my home; and, God willing, where I serve it will remain in my house. It was here my grandparents were born, so here I hope my grandchildren will be born. I am not speaking of the wrong pride of the province or from the
artistic caress. For no man who will enter high office in this country can ever be overlooked by this state's contribution to our national greatness. Its leaders shaped our destiny long before the great republic was born. Its principles led our footsteps in times of crisis and peace. Its democratic institutions, including this historical body, served
as beacons of light for other nations, as well as for our sister states. For what Pericles said to the Athenians, there has long been the truth about this commonwealth: We do not imitate it because we are an example to others. And so is the fact that I carry with myself from this state to that high and lonely office, to which now I manage more
than fond memories of a strong friendship. Massachusetts' durable features - the common threads of pilgrim and Puritan, fisherman and farmer, Yankee and immigrant woe - will not and could not be forgotten in this nation's executive mansion. They are an indelible part of my life, my beliefs, my attitude to the past and my hopes for the
future. Let me show you: over the last sixty days I have been tasked with creating an administration. It was a long and deliberate process. Some have advised for higher speeds. Others advised more targeted tests. But I followed the standard John Winthrop set against his ship's friends flagship Arbella three hundred and thirty-one years
ago because they also faced the task of building government at a dangerous border. We always have to consider, he said, so we as a city on a hill-all the eyes of people are on us. Today, the eyes of all people are truly upon us, and our government, in every branch, at every level, national, national and local, must be like a city on a hill—
constructed and populated by people, aware of their great confidence and great responsibilities. Because we are on a journey no less dangerous than arabella in 1630 in 1961. We commit to performing tasks in statecraft no less awesome than managing massachusetts bay colony, beset as it was then terror-free and disorder inside.
History will not judge our efforts and the government cannot be chosen solely because of color or faith or even the country's dependence. In times like these, competence and loyalty and stature will also not be enough, albeit to be very important. For those who are given a lot, it takes a lot. And sometime in the future, the high court of
history decides on each of us—capturing whether, in the short term of service, we have fulfilled our obligations to the state—our success or failure, whatever responsibilities we have, will be measured by answers to four questions: First, whether we were men of courage— with the courage to stand up to enemies—and the courage to
stand up to the enemies. when necessary, their partners- the courage to resist public pressure, as well as private greed? Secondly, have we really been the men of judgment—with a judgment of the future and the past—with our own mistakes, as well as the mistakes of others—with enough wisdom to know that we did not know, and
enough patience to acknowledge it? Third, were we truly men of honesty—people who never smoked either the principles they believed in, nor the people who believed in them—men who believed in us—men who could never distract either financial gain or political ambition from fulfilling our sacred trust? Finally, whether we were truly
men of devotion— with honor, pledged to no individual or group, and compromised without private commitment or purpose, but devoted solely to the public interest and national interest. Courage—judgment—integrity—these are the historical features of the Gulf colony and the Gulf State—the qualities that this state has consistently sent
this house to Beacon Hill here in Boston, and to Capitol Hill back in Washington. And these are the qualities that, with the help of God, this son of Massachusetts hopes to describe the behavior of our government during the four tumultuous years that lie ahead. I humbly ask Him for help in that company—but I know that on earth, His help
is employed by the people. I ask for your help and prayers as I begin this new and solemn journey. Introduction: This language has been spoken Boston Congress a week before Kennedy took office as president. In his last official address he reminds his fellow Bostonians that he will not forget what he learned in his home state, nor forget
the influence Massachusetts had on the country. Going back to the days of John Winthrop, Kennedy said that the U.S. must be an example of democracy that the world can see. Kennedy discusses his plans for how his administration will lead the country and proposes and promises to do the best job that he can.1) The question to
consider: What type of leadership qualities does Kennedy want his administration to have? Hold this with 2 evidence from the text. A transcript of the speech, I welcomed this opportunity to address this historic body and through you the people of Massachusetts, whom I am very much indebted to for their friendship and lifelong trust. For
fourteen years, I trusted the citizens of Massachusetts, and they generously responded with confidence in me. Now, on Friday after another, I take on a new and broader responsibility. But I'm not here to say goodbye to Massachusetts. Forty-three years ago, whether I was in London, Washington, the South Pacific, or elsewhere, it was
my home; and, God willing, where I serve it will remain in my house. It was here my grandparents were born, so here I hope my grandchildren will be born. I am not speaking of the wrong pride of the province or from the artistic caress. For no man who will enter high office in this country can ever be overlooked by this state's contribution
to our national greatness. Its leaders shaped our destiny long before the great republic was born. Its principles led our footsteps in times of crisis and peace. Its democratic institutions, including this historical body, served as beacons of light for other nations, as well as for our sister states. For what Pericles said to the Athenians, there has
long been the truth about this commonwealth: We do not imitate it because we are an example to others. And so is the fact that I carry with myself from this state to that high and lonely office, to which now I manage more than fond memories of a strong friendship. Massachusetts' durable features - the common threads of pilgrim and
Puritan, fisherman and farmer, Yankee and immigrant woe - will not and could not be forgotten in this nation's executive mansion. They are an indelible part of my life, my beliefs, my attitude to the past and my hopes for the future. Let me show you: over the last sixty days I have been tasked with creating an administration. It was a long
and deliberate process. Some have advised for higher speeds. Others advised more targeted tests. But I was guided by the standard John Winthrop set against his ship's friends flagship three hundred and thirty-one years ago, because they also faced the task of creating a new government on a dangerous border. We always have to
consider, he said, so we as a city on a hill-all the eyes of people are on us. Today, the eyes of all people are truly upon us, and our government, in every branch, at every level, national, national and local, must be like a city on a hill—constructed and populated by people, aware of their great confidence and great responsibilities. Because
we are on a journey no less dangerous than arabella in 1630 in 1961. We commit to performing tasks in statecraft no less awesome than managing massachusetts bay colony, beset as it was then terror-free and disorder inside. History will not judge our efforts and the government cannot be chosen solely because of color or faith or even
the country's dependence. In times like these, competence and loyalty and stature will also not be enough, albeit to be very important. For those who are given a lot, it takes a lot. And sometime in the future, the high court of history decides on each of us—capturing whether, in the short term of service, we have fulfilled our obligations to
the state—our success or failure, whatever responsibilities we have, will be measured by answers to four questions: First, whether we were men of courage— with the courage to stand up to enemies—and the courage to stand up to the enemies. when necessary, their partners- the courage to resist public pressure, as well as private
greed? Secondly, have we really been the men of judgment—with a judgment of the future and the past—with our own mistakes, as well as the mistakes of others—with enough wisdom to know that we did not know, and enough patience to acknowledge it? Third, were we truly men of honesty—people who never smoked either the
principles they believed in, nor the people who believed in them—men who believed in us—men who could never distract either financial gain or political ambition from fulfilling our sacred trust? Finally, whether we were truly men of devotion— with honor, pledged to no individual or group, and compromised without private commitment or
purpose, but devoted solely to the public interest and national interest. Courage—judgment—integrity—devotion is the historical characteristics of the Gulf colony and the Gulf State—the qualities that this state has consistently sent this palace to Beacon Hill here in Boston, and to Capitol Hill back in Washington. And these are the qualities
that, with the help of God, this son of Massachusetts hopes to describe the behavior of our government during the four tumultuous years that lie ahead. I humbly ask Him for help in that company—but I know that on earth, His help is employed by the people. I ask for your help and your as I embark on this new and solemn journey. JFK's
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