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A folk dance festival in Diest (B) 
Venue:  De Pit, Veemarkt 11-13, B- 3290 DIEST (B) 

	

Balls 

	

FILENKO	

Filenko	is	above	all	a	joyous	meeting	of	three	musicians	(Philippe	on	violin,	Greet	on	accordion	and	
Jan	on	bagpipes)	who	share	the	same	taste	for	music	to	dance.		Compositions	with	various	influences	
favour	the	melody,	which	on	various	rhythms	(schottish,	waltz,	mazurka,	gavotte,	...)	walks	from	one	
instrument	to	another.	Warm	music	to	share	with	all	of	us!	



TRIO	14	

Trio14	has	several	strings:	14	in	fact,	if	we	add	those	of	the	violins	of	Julien	and	Simon	to	those	of	
Thibault's	guitar.	Their	music	invites	us	to	put	one	foot	in	front	of	the	other.	They	combine	lightness	
with	quality	and	we	will	see	that	it	is	real	folk	dance!		The	dance	music	of	Trio	14	shows	the	most	
diverse	influences:	Viennese	or	English,	Breton	or	Swedish.	This	sweet	and	ever-changing	blend	is	also	
on	their	first	album	‘Rue	de	la	Gare’,	with	pieces	from	the	Walloon	tradition,	original	compositions	
but	also	tunes	from	“terroirs”	less	distant	than	it	seems.	

WOUTER	VANDENABEELE	&	ERIC	THEZE	

The	duo	Thézé	–	Vandenabeele	was	born	in	Estonia	in	2005,	on	the	initiative	of	the	vocal	Estonian	
trio		Hedvig	Priimägi,	Leanne	Barbo	and	Kati	Valk,	for	a	series	of	concerts	with	three	singers,	a	
bandoneon	and	a	violin.	Between	Wouter's	violin	and	Eric’s	bandoneon,	the	balance	and	the	
spontaneity	of	the	ideas	were	immediately	found,	and	they	started	to	look	for	more...			
The	interaction	and	liberty	of	the	duo	gives	intense	pleasures	to	listeners	and	dancers.	
http://eric.theze.free.fr		

	
DEUX	SANS	FRONTIERES	

Mike	Gulston	(octave	mandola	and	guitar	)	and	Mark	Prescott	(violin)	play	lyrical	waltzes	in	3t,	5t,	8t	
and	more,	scorching	French	bourreés,	driving	rhythms	of	a	Breton	fest-noz,	…	The	traditional	and	new	
melodies		of	Deux	Sans	Frontières	have	no	boundaries.	Don't	miss	this	fantastic	group,	come	along	
and	dance!	On	Bouge	with	Deux	Sans	Frontières	
	
 
LYRADANZ	

LyraDanz	plays	bal	folk	repertoire,	both	traditional	and	original,	on	some	unusual	instruments	such	as	
the	popular	harp	and	the	bowed	psaltery,	and	with	an	innovative	approach	to	the	arrangements.	
Lyradanz	has	70	strings,	no	bellows,	and	a	lot	of	energy!	The	harp	unexpectedly	detaches	from	the	
conception	of	a	melodic	and	airy	instrument	and	discloses	a	“Mediterranean”	soul,	rhythmical	and	
playful.	The	bowed	psaltery,	almost	never	used	in	the	bal	folk	scene	and	generally	linked	with	the	
ancient	music	domain,	is	played	here	in	a	modern	way	and	pushed	to	the	limits	of	its	melodic	and	
technical	possibilities.	The	guitar	is	ranging	from	the	manouche	to	the	rumba	styles,	from	flamenco	to	
jazz,	and	becomes	the	driving	instrument	for	experimentation.	
LyraDanz	is:	Adriano	Sangineto	(Celtic	Harp	with	nylon	and	metal	strings,	Bass	Clarinet,	Voice),	
Caterina	Sangineto	(Voice,	Bowed	Psaltery,	Flutes,	Bodhran,	Celtic	Harp)	and	Jacopo	Ventura	
(Acoustic	Guitar,	Classical	Guitar,	Charango,	Voice).		
	
www.lyradanz.com			

	

DUO BIBONNE – RAIBAUD 

 



Arnaud	Bibonne	(on	boha	and	bohassa	bagpipes)	and	Camille	Raibaud	(on	violins)	are	eminent	
representatives	of	traditional	music	from	the	French	Landes	de	Gascogne.	They	examined	the	
traditional	play	and	embellishment	techniques,	and	use	them	in	their	current	repertoire.	Their	search	
for	osmosis	between	the	violin	and	the	boha	gives	a	surprisingly	fresh	sound,	a	mixture	of	old	sounds	
and	rhythmic	accents	with	our	contemporary	folk	dance	rhythms.	Together	they	recorded	the	CD	'En	
Cadencia',	with	less	well-known	French	repertoire.	In	Diest	they	bring	French	fireworks,	entirely	at	the	
service	of	dance.	

www.bibonne-raibaud.com		

	

VONKKAYTS	

Vonkkayts	is	a	folk	duo	with	Sanderijn	Demunck	on	diatonic	and	Dirk	Fraeyman	on	chromatic	
accordion.	Their	enthusiasm	throws	the	musical	sparks.	Vonkkayts	mixes	people	from	different	
cultures	and	crosses	borders.	Their	fresh	music	sparkles,	gives	energy,	creates	connection	and	
wonder,	and	makes	you	dance.	
Vonkkayts	means	"spark"	and	"kayts"	too,	but	in	Aramaic.	These	are	the	sparkles	of	joy	to	make	the	
music	heard.	

SNAARMAARWAAR	

Watching	the	acoustic	powerfolk	trio	Snaarmaarwaar	is	always	a	happy	surprise.	A	trio	stands	in	
front	of	you	but	the	stunning	wall	of	sound	coming	from	their	acoustic	instruments	instead	bears	the	
impression	of	an	explosive	sextet.	In	a	world	full	of	cloned	concepts	and	tired	formats,	
Snaarmaarwaar	write	their	own	story,	polishing	their	unique	style	day	after	day.	

They	take	both	 listeners	and	dancers	on	an	adventure	full	of	tight	grooves	and	warm	melodies.	Old	
traditional	 tunes	 and	 newly	 composed	 pieces	 sit	 alongside	 one	 another,	 both	 lively	 and	 introvert,	
tender	and	rocking.	As	always,	Jeroen	Geerinck	is	the	beating	heart	and	pumping	turbo	engine	of	the	
band,	 paving	 the	 way	 for	 mandola	 man	Maarten	 Decombel	 and	 mandolinist	 Ward	 Dhoore.	 Their	
interplay	is	tight,	their	music	direct	and	they	present	a	highly	original	vision	of	the	ancient	folk	tunes	
hailing	from	the	mud	of	Flanders.	

To	date,	the	trio	have	released	3	albums	and	have	played	on	stages	all	across	Europe	and	beyond:	
This	is	Flemish	folk,	anno	2018,	alive	and	kicking,	standing	tall	in	the	world	of	today.	

http://www.snaarmaarwaar.be/en/index.php		

	

DEYA	

Steven	Goossens	(accordion)	and	Thomas	Clerbout	(soprano	sax	and	whistles)	got	a	musical	click	
during	legendary	jams	from	Gooik	to	Ghent.	Et	voilà	there	is	Deya!	Their	music	sounds	warm	and	
fresh	at	the	same	time,	modest	but	always	swinging.	Together	they	explore	musical	horizons,	from	



Ireland	to	Bretagne	to	Sweden.	In	2017	this	strong	duo	crawled	into	the	studio;	the	result	is	now	to	
shine	on	their	first	CD.	With	great	pleasure	they	let	their	music	swing	live	on	Dafodil.	

http://vi.be/deya  
	

BALLSY	SWING	

Formed	in	the	ruins	of	an	ancient	Rhone	mirror,	this	group	carries	a	story	worthy	of	a	traditional	tale,	
an	ode	to	the	tragic	youth	of	musicians	who	had	for	sustenance	only	a	few	pizzas	marinated	in	
jasmine	tea.	In	this	maze	of	dark	cellars,	three	promising	members	were	raised	in	cages	with	intensive	
listening	of	Bach,	Jean-Michel	Jarre	and	other	occult	repertoires	of	Auvergne.	And	during	their	
childhood	they	were	often	seen	trailed,	chained,	on	the	floors	of	the	most	improbable	balls,	fed	only	
with	zucchini	fins	and	muslin	nutria,	with	the	intention	of	making	them	the	future	great	Manitous	of	
the	industry.	They	play	hip	hop	musette	with	committed	lyrics.	
So	today	Colin	Delzant	(cello),	Valère	Passeri	(violin)	and	Lucas	Thebaut	(diatonic	accordions)	are	
proud	to	offer	you	the	fruit	of	this	incredible	journey:	a	music	that	will	make	you	dance,	scream,	even	
take	off	to	the	sound	of	this	swing	...	which	comes	from	far!	

http://lucasthebaut.jimdo.com/accueil/ballsy-swing/		

	

APERITIF	CONCERT	

The	aperitif	concert	on	Sunday	morning,	May	13,	is	free	for	local	residents.	They	are	probably	curious	
about	what	happens	in	the	Pit,	and	together	with	the	festival	dancers	they	get	a	musical	aubade	from	
Deux	Sans	Frontières,	Bibonne-Raibaud	and	Ballsy	Swing.	The	children	also	present	their	work.	And	
the	dancers	can	wake	up	dancing.	 	



Music	Workshops	

	

Set	play	1	with	Wouter	Vandenabeele	Friday	11	May	2pm	–	4pm	

Wouter	is	a	famous	accompanist	of	folk	music	sessions,	with	music	from	all	over	the	world.	The	youth	
orchestra	Transpiradansa	is	a	known	result.	In	Diest	you	can	play	along	in	a	mini	Transpiradansa	
express.	All	instruments	are	allowed	in	this	unique	experience.	Up	to	16	participants.	

	

Set	play	2	with	Greet	Wuyts	Saturday	12	May	10	am	-	12	am	

Greet	Wuyts	(Cecilia	-	Filenko)	takes	participants	with	all	kinds	of	instruments	into	her	step-by-step	
approach	to	teamwork.	This	workshop	is	open	to	a	maximum	of	15	participants	of	all	kinds	of	levels,	
because	the	arrangements	of	the	folk	melodies	that	are	worked	out	together	contain	different	layers	
and	difficulty	levels.	

	

Improvisation	with	Hans	Jochems	Saturday	12	May	10	am	-	12	am	

Hans	Jochems,	guitar	player	and	bagpipe	maker,	goes	with	the	participants	on	an	adventurous	quest	
for	all	sorts	of	improvisation	possibilities	without	leaving	the	idiom	of	folk	music.	This	workshop	is	
open	to	various	instruments,	up	to	15	musicians	with	a	little	experience.	

	

Diatonic	accordion	with	Lucas	Thébaut	Saturday	12	May	2pm	–	4pm	

This	workshop	on	accompaniment	on	accordion	is	aimed	at	diatonic	accordion	players	with	some	
experience.	It	is	about	musical	degrees,	the	construction	of	chords	and	chord	relationships,	inversions,	
harmonic	choices,	improvements,	raster	work,	etc.	You	learn	through	simple	melodies	how	you	can	
enrich	your	accompaniment.	And	that	is	guaranteed	to	be	addictive.	Maximum	10	participants.	

	

Bagpipes	with	Arnaud	Bibonne	Saturday	12	May	2pm	–	4pm	

Arnaud Bibonne is an experienced player on the bagpipes of the Landes de Gascogne. 
On Saturday afternoon, May 12, he will give a workshop for bagpipe players, who have been playing for 
several years. He will bring some beautiful melodies to enrich your repertoire, and also pay attention to 
different playing techniques. All bagpipes in sol-do that can play a full octave are welcome. A maximum of 
15 participants can register. 
	

Guitar	with	Maarten	Decombel	Saturday	12	May	2pm	–	4pm	

Maarten	is	master	of	many	string	instruments,	but	the	DADGAD	guitar	is	one	of	his	dada's.	In	this	
workshop	you	can	get	acquainted	with	this	mood,	which	is	becoming	more	and	more	common	in	folk	
music.	You	learn	coaching	techniques	and	you	discover	new	possibilities	of	your	familiar	guitar.	



Dance	workshops	

Initiation	folk	dances	with	Kurt	Garrez					Friday	11	May	2pm	–	4pm	parquet	floor	

Kurt	Garrez	teaches	basic	steps	and	some	details	of	folk	dances	in	his	friendly	manner.	In	addition	to	
group	dances	such	as	jig,	circassian	circle,	andro	and	hanterdro,	and	couple	dances	such	as	waltz,	
schottisch,	mazurka	and	polka	are	also	on	the	program.	This	workshop	is	open	to	beginners	and	
intermediate	dancers.	

Couple	dances	with	Mike	Gulston	Saturday	May	12	from	10am	to	12am	

Mike	Gulston	is	a	talented	musician	with	a	lot	of	dance	experience.	During	the	workshop	on	couple	
dances	with	variations,	you	will	learn	how	to	add	new	dimensions	to	your	mazurka,	schottisch,	
waltzes,	bourrées	and	more.	Marc	Prescott,	his	companion	of	Deux	sans	Frontières,	accompanies	him	
on	the	violin.	The	workshop	is	suitable	for	beginners	and	advanced	dancers.	

Traditional	dances	of	Diest			Saturday	May	12	10am	to	12am	

We	are	in	Diest;	for	this	reason	there	is	a	workshop	on	traditional	dances	of	the	Diester	guild	such	as	
St.	Barbara's	Guild	and	St.	George's	Guild	and	the	Reyne	Lily	Rhetoric	Chamber.	The	repertoire	of	
Diest	includes	Kegelaar,	Kletskesdans	and	of	course	Kadril	of	Diest.	These	dances	were	noted	by	the	
Flemish	dance	archive.	Some	of	these	folk	dances	from	Diest	are	taught	by	dancers	from	IVV,	the	
Flemish	Folk	Art	Institute.	

Irregular	waltzes	with	Eric	Thézé				Saturday	12	May	2pm	–	4pm	parquet	floor	

Eric	Thézé	has	a	great	love	for	irregular	waltzes	in	5,	8	and	11	beats,	and	even	more.	When	he	
composes,	he	starts	from	the	pleasure	of	dancing;	his	clear	music	even	makes	seemingly	complicated	
rhythms	easy	to	dance.	This	irregular	waltz	workshop	is	open	to	intermediate	and	advanced	dancers.	
You	are	allowed	to	participate	as	an	individual,	there	is	a	regular	change	of	partner.	

	

Workshops	for	Children	

Build	a	harp	with	Hans	Jochems			Friday	11	May	and	Saturday	12	May,	2	pm	-	4	pm	

Hans	provides	pre-processed	material	and	brings	all	necessary	tools	so	that	the	participating	children	
can	build	their	own	harp	in	two	2-hour	sessions.	There	is	room	for	a	maximum	of	15	children,	and	for	
this	workshop	there	is	a	material	cost	of	35	€.	

Children's	dances	with	Hilde	Van	Hemelrijck			Friday	11	May	and	Saturday	12	May,	2	pm	-	4	pm	

Hilde	has	been	a	folk	dance	teacher	for	10	years,	in	Portugal,	Belgium	and	elsewhere.	In	these	
sessions	for	children	they	discover	and	experience	with	her	the	pleasure	of	dancing	together	on	all	
kinds	of	melodies,	which	they	can	also	sing	along	to.	The	workshop	is	open	to	all	children,	registration	
is	not	necessary.	

	



Walks	

Nature	walk			Saturday	12	May	10	am	-	12	am	

The	Webbekoms	Broek	is	a	controlled	flood	area	of	240	ha	that	protects	the	residents	in	the	region	
from	flooding.	It	has	beautiful	grasslands,	reedlands,	bushes,	unique	flowers	and	many	water	and	
swamp	birds.	Under	the	guidance	of	a	nature	guide	we	walk	through	the	nature	garden	with	pools,	
hollow	roads,	hay	fields	and	an	orchard.	There	are	branch-walls	with	an	integrated	hedgehog	and	
insect	dwelling.	There	is	a	willow	hut	and	tunnel	and	there	is	a	willow	maze.	A	small	herd	of	Soay	
sheep	takes	care	of	the	management	of	the	marsh	zone.	

City	walk				Saturday	12	May	10	am	–	1a	pm	

City	walk	through	Diest	with	its	rich	past.	Guided	by	a	city	guide,	we	learn	to	know	the	city	and	its	
main	sights	without	detours.	Diest	houses	a	treasure	trove	of	heritage	and	monuments.	Logical	for	a	
city	that	already	radiated	in	the	Middle	Ages.	There	is	also	a	lot	to	be	said	about	the	Prince	of	Orange-
Nassau,	behind	every	corner	there	is	an	Orange	story	hidden.	The	guide	takes	you	on	a	fascinating	
journey	through	the	ages,	a	story	of	belligerent	lords,	devotees	and	Dutch	princes.	

	

Practical information 
Sleeping possibilities 

• In The Pit on the third floor in one of the five free premises. You must bring a sleeping 
pad and sleeping bag yourself. We ask € 6 per night as part of the cost of the facilities 
(showers, toilets, cleaning) 

• At the campsite De Halve Maan, at a few minutes walking distance, there is room for 
4 campers (€ 15 / night) and there are two cabins, each for 4 persons (€ 50 / night). 
Reservations can be made via this link. 

• In one of the many local hotels or B&B’s 

 Excel list Merodefestival     List of Vier Intiem  

• In a local camping (at 4 km)   www.stillekempen.be	or		www.sport.be/devijvers		 
 

The venue 
 

Dafodil takes place in the Freinet school De Pit , in the centre of Diest. The official entrance 
to the school (Overstraat 37) remains closed. The festival entrance is on the other side of the 
school, Veemarkt 11-13 in 3290 Diest.  
There is also a large car park (free on Friday and Saturday from 6 pm).  
The school is accessible to wheelchair users, and there is parking for disabled people. Dogs 
are not allowed, except assistance dogs. 
The organizers are not responsible for accidents on the festival grounds. 
There is a free parking (at De Halve Maan) within walking distance.  



For more information about parking on the site of the town of Diest. 
The Pit is easily accessible by train, Diest train station is 1.3 km away on foot. 

 
Catering 
	

Breakfast	

Jos	and	Ann	offer	a	tasty	and	healthy	breakfast	between	8am	and	10am.	De	Buurderij	provides	local	
products	directly	to	the	farmer.	For	breakfast	at	6	€,	you	must	book	when	you	register,	to	avoid	
shortages	or	wastage.	

Lunch	

De	Buurderij,	with	the	Dafodil	team,	offers	soups,	sandwiches	and	pancakes.		
You	can	also	opt	for	hot	meals	in	our	two	foodtrucks,	which	are	also	open	at	night:	

Supper	

For	vegetarian	dishes,	you	can	go	to	'vega	love	hut'			www.vivavega.be		

At	the	Tunga	and	Tseegi	booth,	you	will	find	delicious	dishes	in	the	wok	of	Asian	cuisine.	They	serve,	
among	other	things,	special	louums	from	their	homeland,	Mongolia,	from	which	connoisseurs	of	
authentic	Asian	cuisine	come.			www.wok-sushi.be		

In	the	nice	city	of	Diest	a	lot	of	nice	restaurants	are	available	

Drinks	

You	can	go	at	the	bar,	from	noon	to	night	for	tasty	and	healthy	drinks,	produced	locally	as	much	as	
possible:	

•	A	selection	of	surprising	regional	beers	
•	Waters,	also	cheap	in	bottles		
•	Juice	
•	Wines	

You	cannot	expect	cola,	gin	or	cocktails,	but	affordable	drink	tickets.	

	

Festival volunteers 
Volunteers who want to help can work during sessions of 2 hours. Following 
tasks are possible: entrance control, bar, washing up and tidying, instruments 
storage .... In return, the volunteers receive free access to Dafodil, some drink 



tickets and an insurance covering work accidents. Volunteers can send an e-mail 
to Wouter Vanpetegem wouter.vanpetegem@visitatie.be  
 
The team and its principles 
Dafodil stands for dancing to folk music in Diest  
Assumptions: 

We offer an environmentally friendly folk dance festival on a small scale and 
with high quality. Small scale: two dance floors, up to 200 dancers, sleeping 
possible on the spot 

High quality: carefully selected folk groups, good PA, smooth parket-floors, and 
a pleasant environment for children. 

Environmentally friendly: easily accessible by train, local camping, healthy food 
with local products, healthy drinks, and no heavy noise. 

 
Who is who? 

• Luk Indesteege, coordinator Dafodil and Folk in Limburg   luk.indesteege@telenet.be 

• Ewoud Huls, coordinator Freinet school De Pit          ewoud.huls@freinetschooldepit.be 

• Joep Fourneau, coordinatoir De Buurderij                    joepfourneau@hotmail.com      
• Hans Jochems, guitarist en bagpipe builder             jochemshans@gmail.com 

• Pascale Rubens, accordeon player Naragonia         pascalerubens@hotmail.com 

• Greet Wuyts,  accordeon player Cecilia                   greet_wuyts@icloud.com 

More information  :   luk.indesteege@telenet.be 

  



Tickets 
Reservation is only possible via www.dafodil.be	  
Due to safety and quality reasons, we limit the number of dancers to 200. 
Guided primary school children have free access. 
Participants with a ticket for the entire festival (€ 55) take precedence. 
If places are available, we offer day tickets (€ 30 on Friday, May 26 and € 
35 on Saturday, May 27th).  
Joining the music workshops is included in the ticket price, but registration 
is necessary. The first registrations have access to the music workshop.  
A separate material costs (€ 35) is asked for the workshop building musical 
instruments for children aged 8 to 12 years. 
The aperitif concert on Sunday is free. 

	


