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Forward

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster environmental
stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks of North Carolina
through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.



http://www.theobcc.org/
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The next day, George tried to go to Sea tg,
he didn’t feel w ll. After science class, he
. .Professor' ‘
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Chemical Sprays: What We Need to Know

e Chemical sprays can hurt helpful insects

Sprays can travel where we don't expect
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Chemicals can make animals and people feel very sick
e Once chemicals are in nature, they can bg'vhard to remove

e Once chemicals are in nature, they can be hard to remove
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Professor Greenclaws’ Lesson at Sea
Oats School

Chemical Sprays: What We Need to Know

Sometimes people use chemical sprays to get rid of bugs in gardens and
lawns. But these sprays don’t always know the difference between bad
bugs and good bugs.

Chemical sprays can hurt helpful insects

Many insects, like bees, butterflies, and grasshoppers, help plants grow
by pollinating flowers or keeping nature balanced. Chemical sprays can
make them sick or even kill them.

Sprays can travel where we don’t expect

When sprays are used, the wind can blow them into the air. Rain can
wash them into the sand, ponds, and ocean. This means animals far
away can be harmed, even if they never touched the garden.

Chemicals can make animals and people feel very sick

Breathing in sprays or touching sprayed plants can cause coughing,
headaches, tummy aches, or worse—especially for small animals and
children.

¢ Once chemicals are in nature, they can be hard to remove
Some sprays stay in the soil and water for a long time. They can build
up and cause problems again and again.

Safer Ways to Care for Gardens

¢ Pull pests by hand when possible

¢ Use natural helpers like ladybugs and birds
¢ Plant flowers that protect vegetables

¢ Choose natural or earth-friendly solutions



Kind choices grow
the strongest gardens.
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Professor Greenclaws told the students, “A h&b’y garden, |
she said gently, “is one that keeps plants, animals, @ | "'Ople |
safe. When we take care of nature, nature takeincaré%qf us.”
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Did You Know?

Crabs and many qther anlmals I|ve m"famllles.and o,
communities, just like hey help keep one "
another saf B

Kindness h: | Vien we help
others—whether t J f _.4 animals—we

make our .t'

Healthy garder s that use gentle,

nature-frlendly C ¢ alsssoil, and water
safe. B (AR

choosing safer garden practlces, or worklng together as a
community €an change Ilves

When everyone helps, everyone grows. Just like a garden
needs many hands, a caring community grows best when
kindness is shared.




